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1. Women’s Soccdr: Wattd Cup
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Americans are excited about an international
sporting event now taking place in the United
States. It is the biggest women’s soccer event in the
world, The World CuE. The game Americans call
soccer( JE BR ) is known around the world as foot-
ball. And more and more Americans are learning to
love it. Sharp O’ Neal tells us more.
7 It is only in the last 35 years that large num-
bers of young Americans ggve become interested in
soccer. Baseball and —fuut-baﬂ:( B Bk ) are still
more popular professional sports. But American
boys and girls love to play soccer.

The United Statesw is the
major soccer organization in the country. It says
more than eighteen million people play soccer in the

United States. This means that more Americans

1



play soccer than any other sport.

Right now, more people in the United States
are watching soccer, too. They are attending the
32 Women’s World Cup games being played in
several American cities. 460, 000 tickets have
been sold for the three-week contest (3= 3% ) that will
end July tenth.

Women’s soccer teams from 16 nations are

taking part. Americans are closely following the
——— e ———

progress of the United States Women’ s World Cup
team. And the team is already setting records. On
June 19, the American tean;' ge‘%ea’teg ﬁﬂﬁ%in
= *bi —_—
g Almost 79, 000 people watched

. A
the opening' game.
. it .- et
the game at Giants Stadium near New York City.

That is a world record the most people who have
ever watched a women’s sporting event.

One of the most popular players on the Ameri-
can team is 27-year old Mia Hamm. She became
well-known in 1996 when the United States women
won the soccer gold medal at the Olympic Games.

Experts say Mia Hamm can play soccer better than
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any other woman in the world. She has scored
——

more goa.ls(i&ﬂ?) than any man or woman ever to

play international soccer. Mia Hamm is a hero to
many young American girls.

If most peo& I.gld the world don’t know her

by the end of the World

Cup games. Television broadcasters(#&/ A ) say

name already, they wi

one thousand million people around the world are

watching the games on television.

1. Women’s World Cup games are being played

in the United States. Americans call this

game
A. football
B. soccer
C. baseball
D. basketball
2. To Americans, football is
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soccer
baseball
basketball

another game

oW

3. How popular is soccer in the United States?

A. The most popular.
B. More popular than baseball.
C. More popular than football.
D. Less popular than football.
4. How many games are played in all during the
3-week Women’s World Cup?
A. 32.
B. 27.
C. 16.
D. 35.
5. How many goals has Mia Hamm got in the

world games?

i
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A. The least goals.
B. The more goals.

C. The most goals.
D. A lot of goals.




