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The story is all right: The picture’s real excellence is its portrait of the society in
which it takes place.
XAMERAER: BHENRGLE, HAERXMESRERNFHNER
——Stanley Kauffmann, 7% New Republic

8 Mile is among the best studio films of the year 2002.
(8YEH ) R20024F by TAEEHREZ—.
——dJohn Anderson, Newsdazy

Inspirational, but cliched and predictable. Eminem does a surprisingly good job of
acting, but that can partly be attributed to the fact that he’s essentially playing himself.
BEEA L, (B Bl B SEFE AR, Bk - Nl S A RRE
i, (AR ERE T $E, fidk ERERBMAC.
—Devin S
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The film starts out with Jimmy Smith, a young and unhappy blue collar worker,
struggling with different aspects of his life. He has moved back north of 8 Mile Road
to the rundown trailer home in Warren of his alcoholic mother, Stephanie, his sister Lily,
and Stephanie’s abusive live-in boyfriend Greg. Jimmy is focused on getting his music
career started, but he seems unable to catch a break. Just prior to the events of the film,
he ends a relationship with his recently-impregnated babysitter, Janeane, and during the
film, begins a new relationship with Alex, whom he meets at the factory when she shows
up one day looking for her brother. Jimmy comes to realize that his life has remained
largely the same since he graduated from high school. At first, he considers himself
a victim of his circumstances and blames others for his problems. Over time, though,
Jimmy begins to take responsibility for the direction of his life and realizes that he has a
large degree of control over how it will go.

Jimmy also begins to question whether his group of friends, including Future, are
holding themselves back from moving on to bigger things. With his onstage choke still
fresh in his mind, he appears to decide that he will give up on or postpone his dream
of a music career in favor of devoting more time to his day job and building a home life.
Jimmy’s new-found responsibility becomes evident to his supervisor at the factory as
well. At the beginning, when Jimmy requests extra shifts, his supervisor laughs at him
(because of his tendency to be late to work), but by the end, Jimmy’s improved attitude
and performance earn him the extra work he had originally asked for. However, a late
night shift conflicts with the next battle tournament, Jimmy initially doesn’t want to go,
but a visit from Alex changes his mind. Paul, a homosexual co-worker whom Jimmy
stood up for earlier in the film, agrees to cover for him. The battle acts as kind of a “final
conflict” with a rap group called “Leaders of the Free World”, who have harassed Jimmy
throughout the film. This begins with the deterioration of Jimmy’s friendship with Wink.

The latter continually pesters Jimmy everyday with promises that he can help him
“get big” — that he knows people with influence, and that Wink can hook Jimmy up
with the support he needs. However, he is betrayed when Jimmy shows up at the studio
and finds Wink having sex with Alex. A fight ensues, in which Wink is badly beaten. In
revenge, he shows up with Papa Doc and the other members of “Free World” to attack
Jimmy outside his home in the trailer park in front of Lily, with the mob badly assaulting

AP
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him, and leaving him with a black eye that’s present at the final battle. Jimmy’s friends
hail him throughout the film as an incredible rapper, but until this point the film only
shows snippels of his skills. The tournament has three rounds, and in each of them
Jimmy faces a member of the “Leaders of the Free World”. Jimmy wins both of the
first two rounds with progressively more impressive freestyle raps. In the last round, he
is paired against Papa Doc, the tournament’s most feared battler and Jimmy’s main
antagonist throughout the storyline. Jimmy is aware that Doc knows all his weak points,
so he decides to address them preemptively with his freestyle. Jimmy acknowledges
without shame his white trash roots and the various humiliations the Free World cliou
have inflicted on him, and then uses the difficult life he’s had as a springboard to reveal
the truth about Papa Doc: despite passing himself off as a thug, he has a privileged
background. Doc, whose real name is Clarence, attended Cranbrook, a private school
located in upper class Bloomfield Hills, and lived all his life in a stable two-parent
household. Jimmy makes a reference to “Shook Ones Pt. II”, the beat that the DJ is
spinning, by calling Papa Doc a “halfway crook”, which sends the crowd into a frenzy.
Doc is left with nothing to say in rebuilal and drops the mic. As Jimmy leaves the venue,
Future suggests that he stay and celebrate his victory while also offering a position that
would allow him to host battles at The Shelter. Jimmy refuses, claiming he has to get
back to work and do everything his own way, to which Future agrees. The final shot
displays Jimmy walking away from the shelter, more confident of the future ahead of him.

/O =% 8- -5

rundown ['randaun] n. FJs; HE

circumstance ['sa:komstons] ». 85, &8 ; Hb; B8
choke [tfouk] vi. Z8; PHEE; [HBAHTER
supervisor ['su:pavaizo] ». B A, EHA; BER
deterioration [ditiria'refon] . Efk; iBik; %

ensue [in'sju:] vi. EFELRA, BEEEL; &

snippet ['snipit] n. /NA; Rl REKEHERERA
rebuttal [ri'batal] n Z5%; BERL; E




8 Mile
8EE: BEEMKZE FHMNSEK

RETRFR. Tz imik, ByxEgoRBE T —W. b TRE, ka0
WA - AR AR AT ZHA A e A A 53 A R A A A T X4 2 A Y 1T 2
it 7K, —BEREXN T RETHITHE, BEHEKWIRECS¥ITHAT. HXK
MR TERE G, #R A B — 3R R I AR AT BT HER
e E B EHE, AR fth X D T B A RE
JE#E I —L, WARTES =4 NE, B
[l A oRE A EXT AR RS EE
g —Z R . KA H TS ANEDS
26 H B raph T WA S TE
Bla—AE4E, fagxtF 2 - 4
Sa, WADA - kR ARTE R AT A X
F, Mt RS
T BN, EORBIRBIAL s 5iE A /555, BreAbst A B b = 5E0E ok ok
FRHN. EHRERBLERPFRNACHFEAANRE, D& “AhttH” XA
BARE 20 i 25 0 . M2V, B X AR R BkAR 1) A48 88 L AE A BAma - AL
v RIS BNER, BEMIEEFIGE R, i EARuhieln, M
BT EmE s VL JREE LT R (] E R A A SRR, fh—A
AR IE— M E N VGERER . WZIDJIEAEFTREA#R H /2 Shook Ones PT. 1T, 7
HAEHLERPERAD « AETER “PREMYR T , UMK, WA TERE 3 R, Ao
— A R A UEPR AR, B N ESEKBNET T . WOKBEIT LIRS Ry, KAk
A2 2 e ) R O s D o = B D A 0 e 1 k=12 [ D SE el i
KL T, i HCEER T, HEREME AL —0FE, X
SOOBBRAT AR E R, MENRE, EERIB RS, Eina G AEXT A
PSS

SOm A

= the various humiliations the Free World clique have inflicted on him,

inflict on@¥ifrh—/NEERERC, 2 “fRHE (v, fE%) ; [T
i, TESSE) " WER, MY Tinflict upon, Hfm: If we could see our lives
objectively, we would see that they are not something we should inflict on

anyone WRFATREZ MM AR A CHIER, MESFE, ROIWAEBNZSC YA

NZERTE K
!\i\



LRBF
R RS0 R

K‘ TN R

Curtis Hanson
Interviewed by Alec Cawthorne

What’s going to surprise people the most
about Eminem the actor?

Well, it depends what their expectations
are. He’s never done it before. That was a
real challenge for him and for me. In fact,
he gave me what all the best actors I’ve
worked with have given me — he gave me
respect, complete dedication, and a real
commitment to the story we were trying to
tell. The result is a screen debut that is not
only auspicious, but I am incredibly proud
to have been a part of it.

How hard was it for him?

Incredibly hard! He put everything else in
his life on hold. He was in every scene of
the movie and he wanted to be good. When
I say he gave me trust, he trusted me to be
his eyes and the barometer of how good he
was. And I was very flattered by that and
as I say, I think this debut is really going to
surprise people. On the last day of shooting
I said to him: “How do you feel?” He said:

“Never again!” That’s how hard it was.

How is the story groundbreaking?

We tried very hard to try and present a view
of Detroit in 1995 that felt true. We felt
that if we did that, not only would the story
be more universal but people would also
understand where hip-hop came from and

the emotions of which it speaks.
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It’s an incredible performance by Franco, walking the line between what once was
enthusiasm but now is manic desperation.
X =R BIA R, WETEY 2R RE S ERIE A2 A,
—Bill Goodykoontz Arizona Republic
From such harrowing beginnings, it’s rather awesome what an entertaining film
Danny Boyle has made with 127 Hours.
M—Fanf e b s, XRMEEAEK, FHE - R T - RELH&HN
B (12718t ) o
——Roger Ebert Chicago Sun—Times
An inspirational story put to life through Danny Boyle’s beautiful portrayal, I aspire
to be like Aron Ralston, some good scenery shots that outline America’s dusty beauty,
although claustrophobic, very entertaining.
— A EFENORIEEE, EidPHE - HURSEMAHESTT, RISZEFHE - B
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