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Preface

Mr. Deng Sanmu was a modern famous calligrapher and seal cutter in our country.
Few artists were like him combining talents of poem, calligraphy, seal and painting on
himself. He was born in Shanghai in 1898. His original name was Tie, alias Duntie,
and nickname was Fenweng and Qiequzi. During his late years, one of his feet was
amputated. So he was also called “one foot” or “Kui “(one-legged monster in fable).
In the art world, he was also famed “North Qi & South Deng” (Mr. Qi Baishi and Mr.
Deng Sanmu were separately lived in the north and south of China.)

Mr. Deng Sanmu focused his whole life in his artistic world, and had attained great
attainments in each field. His poems were full of thinking with striking character, which
were ambitious, bold and enthusiasm. His talent in poem is outstanding; His calligraphy
was full of strength and power & profound and smooth, which had epigraphic charm.
He was good at regular script,“cursive hand, official script and seal character. He
mastered the skills of handwriting so well that his own style was formed. During his late
years, he developed new ancient styles of “Caozhuan “(seal character with cursive hand)
and “Caoli “(official script with cursive hand) by himself; As for seal cutting, he gathered
knowledge on it around the country, tracing ancient seals of Zhou and Qin dynasties, as
well as imitating masterpieces of schools of Zhe and Wan. He learned from each school’s
strong points, and developed a style of his own in the seal cutting field. His seal cutting
works were powerful and extraordinary, fresh and unsophisticated, efficient and peculiar,
and grant and magnificent. Besides, Mr. Deng Sanmu was adept at using calligraphic
techniques into paintings. He put feelings in his free styled paintings of bamboo, stone,
orchid, and lotus, which were elegant and vigorous, overflowing with full of interest and
charm. His calligraphy was concise but with profound meaning, which has similarities
with epigraphy and calligraphy.

Mr. Deng Sanmu left huge amounts of poems, seals, copybooks and writings in his
life, which made great contribution to the spreading, promoting and developing of
Chinese traditional culture. Over a hundred masterpieces will be chosen and displayed
out of more than two thousands from Heilongjiang Provincial Museum, covering
extensive fields such as handwriting, painting, seal cutting and related monographs and
manuscripts. Although we can not feast our eyes on great master’s art works, his artistic
world dedicated in his whole life will be presented to us.
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Ceremonial Speech

The fresh fragrance of Ice City’s lilac and Lake City’s sophora are caressing our faces. Mr. Deng’s atistic
works are being exhibited in the Border-fortress, hovering with elegant charm and flowers’ fragrance.

In the season of spring changing into summer, Ningxia Museum ushers in over a hundred calligraphy
and seal works of Chinese famous calligrapher and seal cutter Mr. Deng Sanmu, which are housed in
Heilongjiang Museum. This is also the 5th display of series exhibition of Chinese neoteric & modern painting
and calligraphy masters’ works planned and hold by Ningxia Museum since its free opening to public.

Mt. Deng Sanmu was born in Shanghai in 1898. Since his boyhood, he had deep interest in handwriting.
Afterwards, he began engaged in poem and seal cutting’s learning, study and creating. He lived in the
turbulent times and experienced neoteric China’s several major social changes. Although he had a sad life
suffering many mishaps, he devoted his whele life on the hard art pursuing road. During his late years, he
committed himself to the work of studying and spreading Chinese simplified characters. Due to his 40 years’
diligent work, he left over 3000 pieces of calligraphy & painting works, 5000 pieces of seal cutting works,
500 pieces of poems and 50 books of seal impressions (i.e. collection of impressions of seals by famous seal
engravers) for later generations.

Fragrance of flowers is valuable, but scent of ink is more pleasant. Mr. Deng Sanmu is not only a rare artist
in Chinese modern art world who skilled in poem, calligraphy, seal, painting, and Ci, but also an emotive
and determined pursuer. He never forgot to present his passionate patriotic sentiment and personality in his
art works at the time of pursuing artistic beauty. Detachment from worldly desires, keeping perseverance
and magnanimity in the innumerable twists and turns of human life is his highest realm.

Thanks all colleagues of Heilongjiang Provincial Museum for bringing us such precious artistic works from
the ice city Harbin. The ink scent treasured up in the black soil of northeast of China will be spread in May
in the northern city with delicate southern scenery and will make them more beautiful and fragrant. Also it
will lay great painting scrolls of Chinese neoteric and modern masterpieces’ works on the display platform of
Ningxia Museum.

In the end I wish a great success of the exhibition!

Li Jinzeng

Curator of Ningxia Museum
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Ceremonial Speech

Mr. Deng Sanmu’s artistic works, housed in Heilongjiang Provincial Museum, is ranked among the top
of the provincial-level museums in China. These artistic works of calligraphy, painting, seal cutting,
and impressions of seal in different periods provide rich resources for the exhibition. In recent 10 years,
Heilongjiang Provincial Museum has roving exhibited “Mr. Deng Sanmu’s Art” in Macao, Beijing,
Shanghai, Guangzhou, Shenzhen, Qingdao, and other places. All of them have aroused local people’s
interest, and about a million people were entertained. These exhibitions have made positive contribution to
the development of promoting Chinese calligraphy and seal cutting art as well as carrying forward Chinese
national culture.

Mr. Deng Sanmu was born in Shanghai in 1898. His original name was Tie, formal name “Shijie”, alias
“Duntie”, and nickname “Qiequzi”. He was also called “one foot” or “Kui” (one-legged monster in fable).
His study room was called “Cejianlou” or “Baopishi”. He was good at calligraphy and seal cutting. In
addition he was deeply versed in handwriting styles of regular script, cursive hand, official script and seal
character. Each stroke he wrote was forceful and could reflect his profound handwriting background. Since
his middle age, his works were powerful and vigorous. And in late years, his seal characters were especially
outstanding. He formed his personal “Caozhuan” style (seal character with cursive hand) through combining
“Dazhuan” (big seal script) ,“Xiaozhuan” (lesser seal script), oracle bone inscriptions, and “Jianbo” script
(script written on bamboo and silk). His calligraphy was hailed as “Jiangnanjijiu”, and was also known as
“North Qi & South Deng” for his seal cutting. (Mr. Qi Baishi and Mr. Deng Sanmu were separately lived in
the north and south of China)

Heilongjiang Provincial Museum is located in the northeast of China. And Ningxia Museum is in the
northwest of China. Although the two museums have long distances between them, they have similar
points, i.e. both have profound cultural background, unique heritage resources, and rich national feature.
These similar points are the link of cooperation between the two museums.

The exhibition “Deng Sanmu’s Artistic Works” co-hold by the two museums are based on the principle and
developing idea of “cooperation between museums, learning from other’s strong points and closing the gap,
furthering affection, and going forward hand in hand”. This is a good beginning for cooperation between the
two museums, and has a great pushing effect on the two museums’ healthy, positive, steadily development
in the future. Let’s go forward hand in hand and create cultural development and prosperity together.

Pang Xuechen

Curator of Heilongjiang Provincial Museum
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