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PREFACE

At the present time in China a large part of higher education
is given through the medium of the English language. It is
unnecessary to discuss the reasons for this, but we would like to
call attention again to ome of its values. It enables those, who
have acquired their education in this way and who have obtained
an adequate knowledge of both English and Chinese, to act as
transmitters of the learning of the West to the East and of the
learning of the East to the West.

As we see it, one of the greatest needs connected with the
new education of China is for good textbooks. The Commercial
Press is doing much to supply this want. But there is a call for
a host of translators who can produce good translations.

In all sciences there is continuous progress and hence text-
books become out of date, and new and better ones must be
furnished. It would be a fine thing if the students studying in
the colleges of China where English is used as the medium of
instruction would spend some of their time in translating some
of their textbooks into Chinese. This would be a great benefit
to the large majority of students who are endeavoring to get their
education through the medium of Chinese.

Five of the students in the Senior Class of 1922 of St. John’s
University, S. L. Doo, P. L. Yoong, W. P. Yoen, I. L. Wong,
and V. Z. Li, of their own initiative undertook the translation of
this ‘‘General Chemistry for Colleges’’ by Professor Alexander
Smith of Columbia University, and their effort is worthy of the
highest commendation. The book which they selected is one
that has gained popularity in the United States and been found
most useful. In order to accomplish their task they spent a good
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part of their holidays upon the work. We feel confident that
the results of their labors will prove to be of considerable value
to students in China. It is to be hoped that their exampie will
be followed by many others and that in this way the number of
good books in Chinese on important subjects may be greatly
increased. One of the first duties of the educated man is to
extend his advantages to others. If students educated in English
will transmit their knowledge to others in the Chinese language,
the cause of liberal education in this country will be greatly
advanced.

Signed: F. L. HAwks Porr,
President of St. Jokw's University.
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