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From among the various folk paper-cuts throughout the whole country, the 12
Shu Xiang (the popular name of Sheng Xiao) is one of the most popular themes.
Shu Xiang is also called Sheng Xiao (the names of 12 symbolic animals as-
sociated with a 12-year cycle). Sheng refers to the year of a person's birth,
Xiao means similarity. The fact that Sheng Xiao takes 12 years to form a
cycle is originated from the ancient Chinese calendar in which the years are
designated by the Heavenly Stems and Earthly Branches. The matching of
12 kinds of animals and the 12 Earthly Branches produces the 12 years of
Zishu, Chouniu, Yinhu, Maotu, Chenlong, Shishe, Wuma, Weiyang, Shenhou,
Youji, Xugou and Haizhu. The 12 Sheng Xiao is arranged in the order of the
daily activities of the 12 animals.

It is at least before Northern and Southern Dynasties that the associating
between the 12 Earth Branches of animals and the years of human birth came
into being. It became more prevalent in Tang Dynasty. People connect the
habits and characteristics of the animals with the different dispositions of
human's birth years and even one's whole life. Thereby, the Sheng Xiao Cul-
ture with typical Chinese characteristics is established. The folk paper-cuts,
which express the themes of 12 symbolic animals, demonstrate the people's
explicit recognition of the Sheng Xiao Culture in the era of farming. They are
not only for decoration, but also express people's wishes to life.
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The fifth of the twelve Earthly Branches - The Dragon

Chen Shi refers to the time from 7am to 9am. It is said this period
of time is for the groups of dragons to produce rain. So this period
of time belongs to the dragon. The dragon is the most sacred ani-
mal image the Chinese people created. It is the divinity model
materialized from the ideology and consciousness. It combines
the extract of birds, beasts, aquatic animals and natural celestial
phenomena in itself. The dragon can fly in the air, walk on the
earth, swim in water.

In the folk paper-cut and all the folk arts, the appearance of the
dragon predicts the auspiciousness, such as the following sayings:
"the dragon and the phoenix bringing prosperity" means the com-
bination of the dragon and the phoenix symbolizes the happiness
of new marriage. "Dragons rising and tigers leaping" symbolizes
the power and grandeur. Both "long to see one's son become a
dragon” and "a carp jumps over the Long Men (the dragon gate)"
usually imply the wishes of changing one's social status by study-
ing hard to succeed in the imperial examinations.
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The Dragon King
Gaomi, Shandong

= 7.8cm

Fan Zuoxin

x 13.1cm

7.8cm

x 13.1cm
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o (Gfe)  PRLE  Hik)  15.0ecm x 12.0cm

Al

The Dragon (window decoration)
Ansai, Shan'xi Chang Zhenfang 15.0cm x 12.0cm

Paper-cut - The Twelve Symbolic Animals - the fifth of the twelve Earthly Branches - The Rat
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The Dragon Plays with the Ball
Gaomi, Shandong Fan Zuoxin 15.5cm x 13.8cm

Paper-cut - The Twelve Symbolic




H AR 5
=1 O
Bl = -9
KR HE 5 8
HAALE +#
"UHH 2
AT AL HEHL—
(R FAS) 3
AT A A
1 EL 3 A
HHBY
i 22 R
TEEMRA L
WA T H
HETHF
LW Y RUE
HAEE 4
A H R H
fi 344
AL E) A
£ R
4% lﬁl l’i[ﬂ A=
WHATHE 48
A wInAH
H A SE R

SHET

Tr o SESR

| ==« 3B




13.0cm = 15.4cm

Cl (E1E)

The Flying Dra ow decoration)

Yan'an, Sahn'xi 13.0cm % 15.4cm
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Gaomi, Shandong

Paper-cut - The Twelve

Fan Zuoxin

12.5cm

x 10.2cm
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