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Abstract

Graduate English is specially compiled for non-English major master students. It aims at helping
them to improve their English language competence in terms of reading, writing and translating. In the
book there are 12 units, each of which provides reading passages on different topics and in different
styles as well as relevant reading and vocabulary exercises. Besides, translating and writing skills are
explained with translating and writing exercises designed for the readers.

- Readers including non-English major master students and those who need to further improve their

English can benefit from this informative and practical book.
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Unit 1

Pussage 1

A talebeanen nevealeth secrets: But he that s of a lsa.tf:hlyf‘z apinit

LA G

Paparazzi—Stealing Privacy for Profit

concealeth the matten.

— Bible

Think Before You Read:
®  Who are paparazzi? Where did this term come from?

®  UWhat threat do paparazzi pose on celebrities?

10

7 Among others, actor George Clooney' has recently
stepped to the podium to address the issue of paparazzi—
those aggressive photographers who track celebrities and
sell their pictures to tabloid? publications. The general
consensus among the celebrity community is that these
photographers are not only intrusive, but dangerous. 1. In
my mind, we may never know whether the Princess of
Wales was killed in Paris on 31 August or notybut the issue
remains: Even if her accident was a fraud, something

similar could easily have happened for real. In recent

months, overzealous photographers have been responsible
for running the car of Arnold Schwarzenegger off the
road, attempting to snap his picture as he returned home
from heart surgery. It is not hard to imagine this sort of

Is there contradiction between press freedom and celebrities’ privacy? Why or why not?

podium: a stand for
holding the notes of a
public speaker
celebrity: a famous
person

consensus: an opinion
or position reached by a
group
fraud: a piece of

trickery
intrude. Cin'trusd ]
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incident escalating to one more injurious, or perhaps
fatal. aETIX

& But let us put aside for a moment the threat of
physical harm that the paparazzi pose. In terms of mere
intrusion, they overstep the bounds of morality and
civilization on a daily basis. 2. Theirs is a world of stolen

moments: They sleep in cars to be in the right place when

a celebrity steps out into the open where their long lens
can capture his or her every move —unnoticed and

unauthorized. They live to capture celebrities in private
moments with family or loved ones, outside the world of
glamour which is considered their workplace. And this is
unnecessary in itself. Nobody needs to keep tabs on our
movie stars or TV personalities. As Clooney :t;tes, there
is a difference between a Public Official and a celebrity.

" An elected Public Official is in place because of promises

he made about his beliefs and his character, which his
voting public must hold him to in order to assure that he
is carrying out the tasks for which he was elected. He
spends money collected in taxes on projects intended for
the public good. Celebrities, on the other hand, merely
entertain. A celebrity makes his money if someone elects
to support his film or television program. It’s a voluntary
system, and after the film is over, once those c‘:Lc_g_ig_ r_oll,
his obligation is over. What he does when he goes home
at night is nobody’s business but his own.

& But it is not merely these ethical distinctions which
the paparazzi tread upon. They also threaten celebrities
who live in a truly scary world of stalkers and
unpredictable maniacs. The incidents of suicidal stalkers
threatening celebrities in recent years are too many to
count. One especially publicized case involved an
adolescent boy hell-bent on murdering musical artist
Bjork’. As in the case of Alec Baldwin®, when a paparazzi
comes hurtling toward you as you walk to your car, you

escalate: to increase in

intensity or extent

overstep: to go beyond

(a limit)

glamour: compelling

charm and excitement

tread: to press, crush
sth. by trampling
stalker: a criminal who
follows a person quietly
in order to catch or kill
him

maniac: a person who
has an excessive

enthusiasm for sth.
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cannot immediately be sure that gis highest threat is to
photograph you. Baldwin contends that he feared the man
who confronted him outside his suburban Los Angeles
home may have been carrying a weapon. This man did
not display credentials; he did not travel in a marked
van; he did not carry professional equipment like the
videographers for the local news have. In the poor light of
the dusk hour, Baldwin could easily mistake a small
camera in his hand for a gun or knife. His actions against
the paparazzi were out of protective instinct for his wife
and child. 3. More than trampling upon his privacy, this

photographer posed a viable threat to the celebrity he

ambushed.
4 Celebrities are not hiding. How else would they
attain celebrity status, how would they be so well-known
if they did not make public appearances to promote
themselves and their work? Outside premieres and at press
celebrities offer themselves

conferences, up for

photography. Celebrities pose for photo spreads in special

sessions when they are featured in a magazine like:

Rolling Stone or Entertainment Weekly. At these times
they are prepared and available for their likeness to be
documented. But at the end of that day, they reserve the
right—as you and I do—to go home to their own room
and enjoy some privacy with their families and
themselves.

& The paparazzi are pathetic’and troubled individuals.
Their very name is taken from the character Paparazzo, in
Fellini’s’ La Dolce Vita, a film that chronicles an endless
search for happiness that can never be found. Many
blame tabloid publications for supporting the immoral
escapades of the hungry photographers. But these are
people that know better. Clearly, the concept of privacy is
not a difficult one to grasp. Many of these photographers
are very talented and could easily find work in legitimate

hell-bent: very determined
to do sth.

hurtle: to move or fall
very fast
credentials: evidence
concerning one’s right

to credit or authority

Fkon'tend ]
V-Of4 £ 3 1 7

KE.2.5%;

ambush: to attack from

a concealed position

premiere: the first public

performance

0 LFa'eet;‘ Kl
a{,-. 210814 18 RES;
Bl 14 1), 1547,

chronicle: to record in
the form of a historical
record

escapade: an adventurous,

unconventional act
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photography—in sessions with models the way photography
should be. 4. If high-speed cameras and super-long lenses
are all they know, surely they can cover sports, politics,
or the space program. It is not as if the public will suffer
any dearth of celebrity images. Photos taken at legitimate | dearth: a lack
events and occasions overflow from teen magazines and

entertainment journals, all taken with the authorization of
their subjects. 5. If morality and civic decency cannot

compel these people to be respectful of the privacy of
other persons, perhaps—as has been discussed—criminal

legislation is necessary. If so, it can surely be phrased so

as to respect the First Amendment® rights of both parties.
A free press can still serve this country without blurry | blurry: not clear @.
pictures of Brad Pitt’s’ member. There is a distinction
between legitimate news and frashy gossip. We can all | trashy: in very poor

100  immediately identify which are conveyed in which | taste

magazines with one glance at the supermarket shelf. This
should not be a difficult industry to regulate. We should
all be able to agree on some simple rules that will make
life much easier for all involved.

(942 words)

I . Notes for Reading

George Clooney: Born on 6 May, 1961 in Lexington, Kentucky, U.S.A., George
Clooney is a famous actor, director and producer. Clooney first hit American TV
screens at the age of 5, appearing on his father’s talk show, “The Nick Clooney
Show?. In 1982, with just $300 in his pocket he hit Hollywood and gradually grew to
be a big screen actor. Not only does Clooney act, he has a production company which
is going from strength to strength. Never one to shy away from taking a tough stance,
in 1997 he was one of the first actors to speak out against media intrusion in the wake
of the death of Diana, Princess of Wales, specifically aiming his tirade at the editor of
The National Enquirer.

tabloid: A newspaper of small format giving the news in condensed form, usually
with illustrated, often sensational material.

Bjork: Born on 21 November, 1965 in Reykjavik, Iceland, Bjérk is a prolific singer,
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songwriter, producer, musician and actress who has been involved in pop music since
the age of eleven. She’s been involved in several bands but she has recorded solo
albums too. Her solo work since 1992 spans the genres of rock, dance, electronic, jazz,
ambient, trip-hop, classical and her best known album is Debut which was released in
1993.

Alec Baldwin: Born on April 3, 1958, Alec Baldwin is the eldest of his four brothers,
all of whom are actors in film and television. In 1980, he was cast in the daytime TV
series “The Doctors” on NBC and, subsequently, has worked in nearly every venue as
a professional actor ever since. He was nominated for a Tony Award, an Emmy
Award, a Golden Globe Award and won an Obie Award as well as a Theatre World
Award. Alec has starred in several films too and was awarded the National Board of
Review Best Supporting Actor honor.

Fellini: Living between 1920 and 1993, Federico Fellini was a worldwide well-known
Italian film director, writer, producer, and actor. His four movies Strada, La (1954),
Notti di Cabiria, Le (1957), 8'4 (1963) and Amarcord (1973) were Oscar-nominated
for “Best Foreign Language Film” and all won. The term “paparazzi” comes from a
character named Paparazzo in his film, La Dolce vita (1960), who is a journalist
photographing celebrities.

First Amendment: refers to the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, which
protects the right to freedom of religion and freedom of expression from government
interference. Freedom of expression consists of the rights to freedom of speech, press,
assembly and to petition the government for a redress of grievances, and the implied
rights of association and belief.

Brad Pitt: Born on 18 December 1963, in Shawnee, Oklahoma, William Brad Pitt is
the eldest of three children. He went to California in 1987 and began to appear in
Hollywood movies. Not only was he blessed with the looks of Hercules, but he’s a
talented actor who has starred in Fight Club, Interview with the Vampire, Legends of
the Fall, seven, Mr. & I\Tr?Emith, Babel, etc. He makes millions of dollars per movie,
enjoys international fame and has hordes of women on bended knee for him.
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I . Reading Comprehension

® Reading for Information

1l

Read and decide whether the following statements are true or false.
According to the passage, Arnold Schwarzenegger ran his car off the road because he
was not in good health state owing to a heart surgery.



