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CHAPTER ONE

hees
A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

History without Political Science has no fruit;

Political Science without History has no root.

John R. Seeley (English essayist and historian, 1834—1895)
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T KEBEI R, BAHEW S H)FEVEA : Reparation in World Politics:
France and European Economic Diplomacy, 1916-1923({ R B0IE A I n] i—
1916 F 1923 sEREE BRI L5732 )) A Constructed Peace: The Making of the
EuropeanSettlement, 1945-1963 ({BEHINFIT——1945 F 1963 FERYH R)Bif%
RFRZIERD). History and Strategy( (s 5 RE&)) LI The Craft of International
History: A Guide to Method({J7 8 BF3xBUZE 55 ) Marc Trachtenberg B 1T H
PrkF e MRS DR ESFAGE, BE T Bk REE L K R0
FOr s, FERE W ER L EHHEA NP L

A% B The Craft of International History: A Guide to Method , iX 454 4 E bR
BORKI T RO AR AL T SEAEEr . EEEHE A BRBENFAREIS, 18 FiEH
ey W S R R IELAR BORL  AfaT X SE 2B AR AR BEAT T FEH) L B e AT 8
FREREUWE, EERGERTRII LM ESE L, Wi ER RER
KEEPHER. N7EESCH, ERIERFR T 5 MR /EFR I, DI A N
A IRSHFFTA 51 MR WA SR AL BE , X e St BIHESVE S , B v E
B R BSR4 A LB B A — R, — RS | S e
BEHSHBAEE S, EEBRXRSXERHFHNSK, FETEERXIFHA
Wiy, A ER B R SERR, A REBNE R EG I R P RN BT RAX
A—EHRENPE, AR T R ES  ERE B L#.

A historical interpretation has to have a conceptual® core. The facts never really

(D From Marc Trachtenberg, The Craft of International History: A Guide to Method , Princeton University
Press, 2006, pp.30-46,
@ conceptual, Bt L.
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just “speak for themselves.”The historian thus has to make them “speak” by
drawing on a kind of theory—by drawing, that is, on a certain sense for how things
work. But what does this mean in practice? What role does theory in that broad
sense play in actual historical work? And how does a particular conceptual
framework take shape in the mind of the historian in the first place? How should
historians go about developing the sort of theoretical framework they need to make
the past intelligible? Should they try to grapple with basic conceptual issues in a
relatively direct way, by studying international relations theory and coming to terms
with the arguments they find in that literature ®? Or are less direct, less formal,
methods good enough for their purposes?

As for the theorists, what, if anything, can they hope to get by studying history?
How can historical analysis be brought to bear on the study of theoretical issues?
What in general can the theorists get from the historical literature? If historical in~
terpretation has a conceptual core, doesn’t that imply that that literature should not
be viewed just as a great storehouse of factual material that can be drawn on for
the purposes of theory testing? Doesn’t that imply that the theorists might be able
to get a lot more from it if they approach it the right way?

k & Kk

History and the Theorist

Now let’s look at the issue from the other side. Why exactly should the theorist
study history? It’s not hard to come up with some fairly obvious answers. History can
provide the theorist with examples that can serve to illustrate® particular theoretical
points. Those examples can clarify the theorist’s meaning and also provide a degree
of empirical® support for the particular point the theorist is making. Empirical ex—
amples, whether cited by the theorist or not, can also help someone who is grappling

with important conceptual issues to see the power of a theoretical argument. Thus

@ literature, 3CHR,

@ illustrate, 80 ZERIEHH .

@ empirical, LIZRNIRIE , 2580 F LK,

@ Kenneth Waltz, {5 /B 8. - B/R %, XHE L AF X RELEK, TEFEA(N BESEF)(1959
) (HHMBOR 5 R EBIA)(1967 ) (EBRBUARIEN (1979 ).



