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Part I The Essay Format (XEHES) 1

Part I The Essay Format (=4 )5)

Exercise One

Read the following essays and think about the organization of each essay .

About one of humanity’s frailties Thomas Wolfe wrote, “He talks of the
future and he wastes it as it comes.” This observation is related to a principle
by which I try to live. I believe in living in the present because it is futile to
dwell on the past, to worry about the future, or to miss anything in the only
reality I know.

It is futile to dwell on the past. What existed or happened in the past may
have been beautiful or exciting and may now bring profound and precious
memories; but the past is dead, and it is not healthy for living spirits to linger
over a world inhabited by ghosts. The past may also be a place of horror, of
regret, of spilled milk. However, it is painful and pointless to fixate on a
period that cannot be relieved or repaired. It is unproductive self-punishment.
The past must be kept in its place, outlived and outgrown.

It is also useless to worry about the future. People may envision the
horrible mushroom cloud; the overpopulated, abused earth gone dead. They
may imagine their own lives going away; advancements given to someone

else; their houses burned to the ground; everything in their lives, as in a
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nightmare, slipping away. There is no end to the disasters, people can worry
about when focusing anxiously on the future. There are events in the future,
including their own deaths, over which they have little or no control, but
which can ruin their lives if they worry about them. The only way out is to
live well in the present, not simply by worrying about the future.

The present moment is the only reality I know, and I don’t want to miss
it. The wild cherry cough drop dissolving in my mouth is sweet and soothing.
Even my sore throat and backache have meaning. The cool night air, the
crackling noises of my furnace, my cat yawning and stretching—these are the
tangible realities I can recognize. They exist in this moment, together with
my own breathing, and the warm lamp overhead. Along with these are the
realities of other people and of all life on this earth, which matter to me now,
not at some past or future time.

Everyone needs a sense of history, I think, particularly a feeling for his
or her own roots, but history needs to keep its distance to be appreciated. It is
also vital to have some sense of direction, which means making plans for the
future but not becoming preoccupied with them. What is most important, I

believe, is living in the present, that is, being alive now.
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With the breakup of the Soviet Union and the U:S. economy just coming
out of a recession, Japan is in line for superpower status. In the world
market, even in the American domestic market, “Made in USA” has been
replaced by “Made in Japan” as a mark of a quality product. Japanese high-tech
consumer products are able to dominate the world market because the Japanese
are hard working, techmologically oriented, and diligent in their efforts to
improve products.

First of all, we know that the Japanese work very hard, often sacrificing
their free time to their jobs. According to one report, the Japanese work an
average of 42 hours per week while Americans work an average of 35 hours a
week. These extra hours certainly increase Japanese productivity and gain an
competitive advantage. It is the hard work that contributes significantly to the
incredible growth of their industries.

Secondly, the Japanese labor is technologically oriented. For example,
many Japanese work as engineers, technicians, or scientists rather than social
workers. Most Japanese students choose to major in high-tech fields instead of
the humanities. By contrast, the U. S. is less materialistic than Japan. A
sizable percentage of Americans work in the areas of humanities and social
work. Many college students pursue their dreams instead of profits, majoring
in the fine arts, history, and philosophy.

Finally, the Japanese attach much importance to research in an effort to
improve their products. For example, well-known Japanese companies finance
research work both at home and abroad. Many projects in the American
universities like MIT, Stanford, and Cal Tech are funded by Japanese companies
who intend to use the research to produce more high-quality products. '

In summary, the Japanese can dominate the world market, including the
American domestic market, because of their work ethic, technological
orientation and their emphasis on research. As a result, high-quality Japanese
products have taken the place of American ones to spread to every corner of

the world.
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Bertrand Russell

Three passions, simple but overwhelmingly strong, have governed my life:
the longing for love, the search for knowledge, and unbearable pity for the
suffering of mankind. These passions, like great winds, have blown me hither
and thither, in a wayward course, over a deep ocean of anguish, reaching to
the very verge of despair.

I have sought love, first, because it brings ecstasy—ecstasy so great that
I would often have sacrificed all the rest of life for a few hours of this joy. I
have sought it, next, because it relieves loneliness—that terrible loneliness in
which one shivering consciousness looks over the rim of the world into the
cold unfathomable lifeless abyss. I have sought it, finally, because in the
union of love I have seen, in a mystic miniature, the prefiguring vision of the
heaven that saints and poets have imagined. This is what I sought, and though
it might seem too good for human life, this is what—at last—1I have found.

With equal passion I have sought knowledge. I have wished to understand
the hearts of men. I have wished to know why the stars shine. And I have
tried to apprehend the Pythagorean power by which number holds sway above
the flux. A little of this, but not much, I have achieved.

Love and knowledge, so far as they were possible, led upward toward the
heavens. But always pity brought me back to earth. Echoes of cries of pain
reverberate in my heart. Children in famine, victims tortured by oppressors,
helpless old people a hated burden to their sons, and the whole world of
loneliness, poverty, and.pain make a mockery of what human life should be. I
long to alleviate the evil, but I cannot, and I too suffer.

This has been my life. I have found it worth living, and would gladly live

it again if the chance were offered me.
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Exercise Two

Brainstorming

When you read an essay title, you may sometimes have lots of ideas, but you

may not know which of them are relevant.

Look at the following titles:

Why do more and more people want to live in cities?

What are the disadvantages of living in cities?

Now look at the map below. It shows the general subject, living in cities, and

the focus of each essay above: reasons and disadvantages. Around the map is a
chaotic jumble of ideas. Look at the jumble and decide which ideas can follow

each direction.

List your answer on a piece of paper. Do not mark the book.

greater variety of jobs

noise don't know

overcrowding
your neighbours

living in small towns is boring
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Part II Introduction (LZE L)

Exercise Three

The following are five introductions to the essay topic:

Technology can contribute to human misery as well as to human
success . |

However, they have been jumbled. Find the first and second
sentences which belong together in each case, to make five different

introductions.
1) Every country in the world is aiming for technological development.
2) It is not, however, the technological development which causes the
problems, but rather the fact that societies do not make the necessary

adjustments.

3) For most people, technological development means an improvement in

their life-style.

4) However, their governments are usually not able to control the severe

negative effects of this development.
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5) Whenever technological progress is made, there are always people

who complain about the problems that this creates.
6) However, it is wrong to blame technology for our social problems.

7) Technology has brought many changes in people’s lives, not all of

which are beneficial.

8) There are always people who will argue against any kind of

technological change.

9) In fact, in many cases, people have suffered enormously because of

these changes.

10) However, while some people enjoy an easier life, others are usually

made unemployed as a result of new technology.



Exercise Four

Here are three topics on the same subject, followed by six possible opening

" sentences , match each topic with the best opening sentence .

1) Children’s viewing of television should be controlled.
2) Television does more harm than good. Do you agree?
3) Discuss the role of television in modern society.

a) Television is a relatively recent invention, but it has become a basic

aspect of life in all modern societies.
b) In modern society, everyone likes watching television.

c) Children usually have their favourite television programs, which they

like to watch regularly.

d) Children in many countries watch television for several hours each
day, so it is important to think about what it is they are watching.

e) Although television can be a valuable source of entertainment and

information, it also has serious drawbacks.

f) Television is a system of conveying both sound and picture waves from

a studio or other source into people’s homes.

Now write another two or three sentences to complete each introduction .



