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Once upon a time, there lived a peasant called Li Tie in a small village with his
mother. One day, he said to his mother: “I'm going out to find a way of life for

the villagers.” {_
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He was too tired to go on walking after three days and nights, so Li Tie slept
in a stretch of sorghum. In the middle of the night, a burst of barking awakened
him. He got up and threw out some dogs with loud shout.
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Suddenly, Li Tie found a little
fox that was seriously wounded
by the dog bites, and bound up
its wound immediately. While the
little fox slowly came to life, Li Tie
said to it: “Run for your life!” The
little fox nodded, and started to
run.
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Li Tie returned to his sleep
again. He dreamed of an old man
speaking to him: “1 live behind
the Taishan Mountain. Come to
my place and I'll give you three
treasures.”
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After day broke, Li Tie went in
the direction that the old man
had described. After crossing
over river by river and mountain
after mountain, he at last ar-
rived at the place behind Tais-
han Mountain. When he looked
up, he found a beautiful high
tile-roofed building.
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A person stepped toward him,
Li Tie recognized that he was the
old man in his dream. The old
man said to him: “I have been
waiting for you a long time.
Please come to my house! Thank
you very much for saving my
son’s life.” Now Li Tie knew that
the little fox he saved was the son
of the old man.
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The old man warmly entertained Li Tie. Several days passed, and Li
Tie wanted to go home. The old man took out a fan, a cotton-padded
jacket and a small hoe, and said to Li Tie: “I will give you three treasures.

Please use them for the villagers’ happiness!”
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On the way, Li Tie found he had no money for the journey.

As it happened, there was a track of meadow beside the road.
He thought: “I can hoe some grass and sell it as money for
the journey.” Then he weeded with the small hoe. Who would
have thought that so much silver would appear as he hoed
that even his short gown was full of it.
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When he was home, Li Tie told his mother about getting
three treasures. His mother was very glad to hear that, too. Li
Tie and his mother shared the money with others in the
village. They also did quite a lot good things for the village
with the three treasures.
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One day, Li Tie went to the fair and met a beautiful girl.

% She said to him: “My name is Xiao Cui. I'm too tired to go
on. Can | take your cart?” Li Tie agreed. The girl sat in the
cart and sent her handkerchief to Li Tie.
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After the fairday, Li Tie met the girl again at the gate of someone’s home.
She smiled:"Thank you very much for taking me on that day. I even sent my
handkerchief to you.” Li Tie considered that the girl was kind to him and
wanted to send her the treasured small hoe. But, at that time, Xiao Cui’s father
jumped out and snatched away the small hoe.
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Li Tie told his mother what happened when he came home. The mother
and son were sad and angry for losing the small hoe. Li Tie went to see the
old man. On the way, he was so tired he slept under a tree. In his dream,
the old man said to him: “Don’t worry. You still have a cotton-padded jacket
and a fan. Put on your cotton-padded jacket and use the fan. You can go
anywhere you like without being seen.”
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When he woke, Li Tie put.on the cottoﬁ-padded
jacket at once and waved the fan saying: ’Treasured fan,
please take me to Xiao Cui’s house!” As® s00n as he spoke,

he was in Xiao Cui's house. The girl saw Li Tie who asked”™ ‘

for the small hoe. She pretended to cry: “I've been-waiting -

for you everyday.” Li Tie's heart melted again. He took
Xiao Cui in his arms: “Let's go to a faraway place.”
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They came to a small island. Li Tie took off the cotton-padded jacket and
asked Xiao Cui for his hoe again. Xiao Cui said: “I really love you.” After
hearing that, Li Tie put down the cotton-padded jacket and fan and went o
the top of the mountain to pick fruits for Xiao Cui.
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