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In Jingsheng Village, Lingshi County, Shanxi
Province is hidden Wang's Compound, a bright
pearl of oriental civil dwelling architecture that
is acclaimed as the acme of perfection by many
experts and scholars.

While approaching Wang's compound, you
do seem to approach the dreamlike homeland
of Chinese common people in feudal age.

While approaching Wang's compound, you
do seem to approach a piece of brilliant history
of the merchants of Shanxi.

While approaching Wang's compound, you
do seem to approach the palace of cultural arts
where was deposited the 5 thousand years'
brilliant culture of China.

What the dignified buildings evoke is the
rational self-examination. What the lively
decorations excite is the creative inspiration.
What the exquisite arts leave to you is the
intoxicating joyfulness. What the magnificent
momentum trigger is the grand and heroic
mettle. What the extensive culture is tied up with
is the indefinite reverie.




fsile B B 1 gy — i
pe=_ Horse roard with varie few shadowh"‘



Al IEE
High gates and deep lanes

NEEHEDHE
Wonderful combination between lights and shadows




L

FRARREERBL, 67T LHERE, B
LELETESE, Sesm. RFkRl, FYLDLEREN
EE, LUBFTELZ, LA —TPLULIZEIREE -

SN EERBEN FHEIRLLWL DERZFT, BFRDEAD
REBEESBERLETHRE, 8181 H, KUEES
SESXUNEF - 1LX 2 —ERHRIZIET X8R 1E R Y
WRMERABREIREE, TRERBSRME, HEREVE
BP2E, SfizK, BAF-RERILE-

RREENHOUATAZE, LHIREGHAEX

NFEBEMCH DT ERNERTEREHIRARL,
AMERDEEEEE T —EE I EXZHILREMRIR
PRBRANE. SHESBHERCHHZH, BAINR
TSBNB—RIFRDE, ERKRANSR—TEBRIS
T, WM ZFMC I ERAI AR ETRANTE
BRE LRI L, BFHENIIEEIESEE—IIF L

PIL——HIR - KBS B8 Fi&, RESPHEMEIH—T
28LEFE, FRAMIETIRA -
AT, BEONRE—EHF, BUERKRITEE

J\.

i SR ¥ 2 a2l s

JL

~ 18108 aTa
N« .b &F Nl L IR Rl R

718, BT ITFZABILR - WA CHSPERMILFDR
BOHELXHEEN R, SHMIEISAFAXRNEER
BORN, SAEEMRIRT, EIR-EE), ERIBI. B
BHNE, BMB-SBEENERIGHES, BAZE
FECIEENXALZE TN, BREZEITE—TEX
PRI, BELE T+ -2EE. EREITFZIHRNE, &
TRA—HA280RINAHERER .

LHNELEEIRARNE VRELP, BITE/LE
FRRBALZESONEDE, MEBREMBEZENE -
BIR - B - 124, RAIERFUE—TTFERIEIHE,
FFFENANNEDHH D LORRIER, BEPhikae
T Z) B EARRAYIE B A F0E NI EEEILS « XFPRX
BMBAME BN, XMBHERRM - XETEUABE
—RRFER2ZMEER, MLl—TBEHRFEIREEHE,
2HERRNFERSR, RALENI IS RRILEIEEIFIE,
IHRELERE, XARES, XAREAR, XTRKRS
REBRINCBIBE .

EREARE, ERMNEEOEHE, BEFERE0




BBE, LEBHEBEEXAHIKRZE, MPEXLHERR
BHEFEBER T RO — S BF L, PLRREDS
FTEORNRPHUTLS, RER/LTERLHXLA,
CHEHEFARNHELICT, AREBRIEHHESMmSL -

BIRERARNTEP—EFREBERENRRIRITA
MFIBRENZAR . TREEEE CHEEREFIFHR
EE, ®E—FRREBHELTER. KWLM, 1Lt
FARTEETAR T @A, BT FEHORR, X
23 Kxszil, SERZE HER . XRAEER

PRMEIE, MBRERE2ER, BH2NIGHKR[Z
=

EIXE, ERARIBMHGE S CHIRBFEX, R
REBSH—ITEL . IRBREE, BEMmE. £5C
TEEAM, 2ONBELM2BRTT, LIl
ZRZAN, IHBEFE, R, BIRER—75-
NMEABOSRE -LLINER AR, UEERRT,

SBRRIL 31956 F5K, BSOS ZTEGE, 1000 Zi@E

B, MAISEZEE, IDEET& -

ER—ABIk, LHEX, ATEX, SKZF5T,
XTI L BEMER —, AMBLEEBLREREREBH
B0 SKEMIBTHXLEERR, O REVHE
B, WAL EPAERLIRE] P BRI E)— LT RE -
2 S HIEMENF RGN ERABTR N EIE
Bt EXE, TA-SFRA . —MRIA-RE- KL, &
BEHBAT, BER/INVNIEEREER=INEEE ]S
S L P FT=1MHFR, TEFROA, ERRBFRE
1], ERRFEROET, IZREFRIVRE . HEREL
HWFMBMBRRWEEF, LTKYAEF, ANBLHEIE
B KRIREVRIAPAILBIMNE I -

EIFRARANEBH LN . = BFNERIURAE,
MERE—TRERE S — - ZB8FNREARDL. XEF
EE—THRBERNER - HBATBELRHENNED
ERZINER . BEEFE, HR=BABHREES
BERMER, RANBERT THREILFIERLALE,
YEBIE, FRENBHERNER TR EEM—HENR
BEUNERECE PR — AR B - b5, EET
2B R E LT LR ENINE S IMERB AL, BB EVR




i

i L
1111 ’-'.“lf
«f’,“'/_"/ :)flfffl‘}'d".fri‘

= ~ . o -
‘ e

e TN e,

o
v [ G

um <

‘H"}\’i‘iﬂ‘MJ EARBEEK
er“habitation zone with waning lights

| éharm,lenq@véd by nafure - —

—~— - =




BRED -— LT RAMRORHSAZEE TR L2 M
FEONARE, L8 SHHLBPLEER, TETWNE
TS B BEERATER . BINLED . -
HHNF-—RBR/OEERN, TXKXROLSSRES
DINERER - XFPRETE N ERKBAEE B ICHV =R (BB - N
B~ BERD ZARD, RZBITLIRZ -

X ERREZ NIRRT BEZNBIEKXEE N
—ReEBEEs—EHNL, N8R EEe—REE
, ILFERERREE . ERA LT NIMNRZEE,
TS HVSEZRA R HERILEYIBRABEHF LT — 1818
BEX, FE58—HmMzIEE 5 sk, 8 SEEN
7, LREALRESS. Y8 ‘REBE, THOXER”, “
MTR, AT INERLA TGS, IttEEE
EICHE, AR TG 2852 F &, 1L A S8R
S “BT®. kTiE, BTer. IR TX, HUHE
Tib” BIREE .

BXX 2 —ESZIET ERAGEEALRGLEAR
BreEEER, BIVTBAE, BRE, HfEesn, BH X,
BEE—RPEEEx . Re= - BINFEIANE (MBH X,
BERE—IRPpEE BIER

ERHERKE, B8—TEEEENREBER, 88—
BB, BLMMKABT, XBERBEE, AHRENENFR
B8, XEAFEAR, ZREATER A BFHENL-

)8y, EERAREESHMKE L, UEZBE,
BT 25 AERDBIUAS[E8NER, N2 R s Esay
EKGANME, HIZ2RKRTFFHRWL - BN TIEE
BB ERERMERILIEE, FHENILIRERE—FESEIN

A -
v = WA

l,
Impression of Wang's Compound

The east-castle gate of Wang's compound is directly
opposite to Mianshan Mountain and, looking from Wangmian
pavilion on the top of gate, you can see the towering ridges
and peaks and charming scenery of Mianshan mountain.
Where the morning sun rises, the summit of mountain is
covered with the morning sunshines and the mountain waist
twined by floating clouds, to make you feel as if a fairylike
dreamland appears. Since Jie Zitui, a famous subject with
Jin State of the Spring-autumn Period, lived in seclusion in
the mountain, many eminent monks deeply acquainted with
the doctrines builded temples and monasteries and paid
respects there to the Chans and Buddhas in the past
successive dynasties, so that Mianshan Mountain contains
many cultural
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colors. With such tall and straight, high and steep a mountain
full of spirit as the screen-wall, Wang's family has fully enjoyed
the landscape, which, supplemented by so beautiful the
expression and bearing as well as so great the mettle, makes
Wang's compound naturally incomparable for any other
common houses with courtyards.

Talking about the richness of Shanxi merchants in Ming
and Qing Dynasties, the historic material gives no records of
Wang's family of Jingsheng Village, Lingshi County. This may
be because Wang's family was not a pure merchant.
However, Wang's family has actually left a masterpiece of
civil dwelling architecture comparable with the numerous
luxury dwellings in South and North China. When the dwelling
houses with courtyards of other Shanxi merchants have early
displayed before the people the piece of brilliant history of
Shanxi merchants in hubbub, the Wang's compound stood
modestly and serenely like an eminent person on the loess
high ramp of Jingsheng Village having failed to attract the
attentions of people since early time, quietly far away from
the once busy commercial centres such as Yici, Taigu, Qixian
and Pingyao. Hiding itself in the mountain village in a county
at the south end of central Shanxi in such manner, it has
been forgot by the people for long.

However, once its door was opened, it shocked the hearts
of many people with its rich and measureless literary of artistic
talent. Not to speak of its multi-art achievements and profound
historic and cultural base contents, the buildings occupying
a space of 150 thousand sq. m and standing tier upon tier
alone will make you surprised, moved and sigh. Wang's first
ancestor Wang Shi, who lived on farming on the rented
farmland and occasionally dealt with beancurd, had never
thought of that such a place he selected accidentally to settle
down and.get on with his pursuit in would have unexpectedly
multiplied a huge family, turned out 42 officials in succession,
deduced many stories of rise and fall and left such a group
of heavy magnificent and huge masterpieces of architectural
culture.

When we stroll in the high houses and imposing dwellings
and listen quietly to the sound of wind and the song of birds
not a bit different from those heard hundreds of years ago
and enjoy the lintels, window bars, stone steps and railings
worked out with great care, there will appear before our eyes
a busy scene with coming and going people in stole and
mandarin jacket in great number as well as horses and
carriages getting in and out and there will seemingly be heard
the loud reading sound fromtheacademy of classical learning
the exchanged greetingwords between the hosts and

a feeling seems obsc ure and then clear, and

A

obscure. At that time it seems to be no longer a old courtyard
made up of bricks and tiles but a living object with life and
character that, though having experienced wind and rain
as well as many vicissitudes of life, still vigorously responds
to your moved hearts to make you cry out in alarm: it is just
this that is richness, is art, is the succinct of oriental civil
dwelling architectural culture.

| often think that, in the cities we live in there are always
libraries storing ancient books and universities teaching
ancient cultures, but the true foot traces of Chinese culture
are always found from many ancient buildings hidden in
the far-off places, which kept silent in the wind and rain of
hundreds and thousands of years. So long there will come
several cultural workers, its historic memory and cultural
intension sealed up for long will certainly flow out at great
speed.

There should certainly be hidden true architectural design
grand masters and true artists among the craftsmen who
built Wang's compound. In constructing its own living
homeland and spiritual homeland, Wang's family selected
such a loess high ramp as having a southern exposure to
build its houses against the mountain so that such huge a
building group adds to the special variation and avoids the
planar dullness, to attain the realm of "describing the delight
of flying and moving and writing the thinking of genuine
profound mystery", which is never simple measures suiting
to the local conditions but a work that is deeply acquainted
with the rhyme of heaven and earth and the adroitness of
creator.

Here Wang's people narrated in detail to their heart's
content their own ideal and pursuance and wove their own
dreams one after another. Wang's people were engaged in
agriculture and.then commerce before holding the office.
Thoughmfhevas: commercial sea were rarely seen
commercial unusual talent from among the Wang's people
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who went down in history and also in the political circle are
difficult to be found the outstanding personalities from among
the Wang's people, merchants from among Wang's people
worthy to be rated as the richest in locality frequently emerged
in the past period of hundreds of years. Only the Gaojiaya
and Hongmenbao building groups and Wang's ancestral
temple, now opened to public, occupy a total area of up to
31956 sqg.m, with more than 50 courtyards covering more
than 1000 houses, with changeable modeling and complete
functions.

As a distinguished family with long history and luxuriant
population in the locality, Wang's family always followed the
principle of respecting propriety and morality though the
numerous descendants accepted the education of different
scholarships. In the castles with high walls and firm gates
left by them, today we can touch everywhere some spiritual
deposits of the feudal age in China. The ranks and grades
stipulated by feudal institution system were taken as the base
for building planning of Wang's compound. Here the masters,
high-ranking servants, plain servants, bodyguards and long-
term hired laborers have separate dwelling places and even
the small kitchen yard was also divided in 3 classes by 3
inner and 4 outer separating doors. People of different classes
walked by different doors and took different meals in different
dinning halls. The respectable, the lowly, the noble and the
base separated in grades; the upper, the lower, the elder
and the younger ranking in order; as well as distinction
between males and females; so called by the feudal
patriarchai clan system and the feudal ethical code, were
embodied in the buildings of the whole compound incisively
and vividly.

When looking at the Wang's compound, not only the still
specimen. of architecture of-two to three hundred years but
also a family's history of rise and fall experienced for two to
three hundred years are seen. Such a history was linked to
the bustle background of a dynasty and taking office through
imperial examination was always the way leading to the door
of riches and honor. For Wang's family that had galloped
across the commercial sea and come to know the good of
protection and shelter by the local authorities, the greatest
wish is nothing but letting the coming generations take the
official career and have a meteoric rise and, therefore as we
see, there are two old-style private schools of enlightenment
and one elegant academy of classical learning only among
the group of buildings built by two brothers. In addition, in
the whole group of buildings can be seen everywhere
couplets written on scrolls and hung on the pillars of the halls
as well as horizontal inscribed board, which bear such

contents as advising the coming generations to cultivate their
virtues and esteem the propriety as well as study to become
a talent. A nearly religious devoutness made Wang's family
produce tens of officials at middle and upper levels, especially
such local gifted scholars as Wang Mengpeng good at poem,
calligraphy and painting, though not yet emerged men of
letters and poets well known in China. In addition, under the
direct influence of such scholars of no equal of his time as
Fu Shan, Liu Yong and Weng Fanggang, the flavor of culture
in Wang's compound appeared exceptionally rich, and such
a sensation is especially deeply embodied in the 3 kinds of
superb artistic carving (stone carving, wood carving and brick
carving).

The carvings here are worthy of the title of epitomizer of
fine and dense styles of Qing Dynasty. None of the horizontal
tablets, the column base stones or wall base stones is blank.
Praying for the prosperity of society and the peaceful living
of people in our country and expecting the coming
generations to be virtuous and filial and become talent,
Wang's people had their feelings and wishes in hearts
engraved in the paintings, to make each carving have pulses
and breath, even the birds singing and dancing and the
blooming flowers sending out fragrance.

In the face of such an old dwelling courtyard as having
verified the magnificent life and broad artistic feelings of
Wang's people, we think of life, ponder over honor and
disgrace and know the mission. One tour of it will make you
accept once the bath of Chinese ethics, folklore and
architecture. One tour of it will also make you accept once
the edifying influence of Chinese ancient culture.

After entering Wang's compound, each corner can not be
seen up by your naked eyes and each corner will make you
show long reluctance to leave. There is no repetition because
true beauty will never be repeated. There exists no stiffness
because stiffness can not accommodate the six hundred
years' swallowing and spitting of Wang's family.

Before leaving, we stand at high sightseeing tower and
gaze far into the distance. In the near place is the bustle of
Jingsheng Town full of modern flavor. In the not far place the
steam water with glistening light of waves passes through
the village. In the slightly far place stands tall and straight
Mianshan Mountain with queer beauty. The fresh vision
impact and the heavy historic thoughts collide in the heart,
to make you unable to help giving off deep sighs:

How ancient the Chinese civilization!
iant the Chinese culture!
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Dignified and tall mansion house door of Ningrui residence
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Wang's compound looks closed externally but is very open internally.
In the whole compound, there are courtyards in courtyards and doors
inside doors, which are never identical. The courtyards are connected
between each other with stone steps or quiet passages. The winding
corridors and paved paths are full of twists and turns, of which some
are exposed to the open and some hidden in darkness, to make you
feel, the moment when you are touring there, "that another opened
door and through opening appear just while you are doubtful that there
will be no way at the ends of step and path”, which fully embodies and
combined south and north architectural styles. It is just the special
structure of closing lying in openness and openness containing order
that makes the old dwelling houses of the remote past years do not
pass you a feeling of retiring-from-the-world, a feeling of decadence
and a feeling of secretiveness and, contrarily, will bring you the
inspiration and joy in the heart. Here | seem to see Wang's
psychological collision caused in the course from engaging-in-trade
to office-holding, i.e., be sure to observe the feudal etiquette and
custom while failing to forget the past lofty sentiments of galloping
across the commercial sea and rushing about south and north. Such
houses with courtyards solidifying the two psychologies are a rare

combination.




