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PREFACE

The 12" National Art Exhibition, a splendid art tour and an
intensive show of art creation, is unveiled its brilliance on our
way to realize the historic mission of the great rejuvenation of

Chinese nation.

The great rejuvenation of Chinese nation will surely rejuvenate
literature and art and catalyze the prosperity of fine arts.
The 18" National Congress of the CPC and the 3™ Plenary
Conference of 18" CPC National Congress deployed the
strategic task of comprehensively deepening reform, opened
the new reform window and established the grand blueprint
of rejuvenating Chinese nation, which energetically ignited the
responsibility sense of historic mission and artistic creativity of
the artists. Artists across the country have actively promoted
socialist core value, insisted on people-centered creation,
consciously penetrated reality, strived to find the beauty of
nature, life and culture, and showcased their historic mission
in the contemporary era. They have upheld Chinese culture,
energetically driven art innovation, endeavored to forge
Chinese style and demeanor based on tradition in art creation
from a brand new dimension, adhered to high-level art
pursuance, delineated the people” s good vision and practice
in realizing the Chinese dream with soulful and skillful brushes
and produced wonderful and plentiful works on images of a

modern China.

The 12" National Art Exhibition, jointly sponsored by Ministry of

Culture of the People’ s Republic of China, China Federation

of Literary and Art Circles and Chinese Artists Association, is
an intensive display of the great achievements of China" s
art creation over the past five years. The exhibition received
great attention of nationwide Party and political departments,
cultural institutions and federation of literary and art circles,
energetic support from the group members of Chinese Artists
Association, the exhibition subareas and art institutions. The
Exhibition has received enthusiastic and active participation
and production of nationwide artists. They represented
the cultural image of current China from unique aesthetic
visual angles and through impressive art characteristics and
abundant art language, highlighting an open cultural vision
and great art exploration courage. Art exhibitions have been
held across the country to initiate and drive the prosperity of
art creation. The national art exhibition is a stage for artists
to realize their dreams. The 12" National Art Exhibition won
wisdom contribution of experts and scholars. The Organizing
Committee sent experts to nationwide exhibition subareas
for investigations, inspections, guidance, seminars and
adjustment to improve the evaluation mechanism, strengthen
supervision and management and strive to improve the design

and exhibition.

In order to better exhibit the achievements of Chinese fine
arts creation, the 12" National Art Exhibition innovates in the
mode of exhibition and organization. The exhibition consists
of two phases. In the first phase, the subarea exhibitions

for various art genres to be separately held in nationwide



13 exhibition zones from August to September, 2014. The
traditional Chinese painting exhibition will be held in Tianjin,
the oil painting in Hangzhou, the block print in Guangzhou,
the sculpture in Taiyuan, the watercolor and gouache in
Wuhan, the mural in Beijing, the lacquer painting in Fuzhou,
the art design in Xi"an. the paintings of Hong Kong, Macao,
Taiwan and Qverseas Chinese in Panjin, the experimental art
in Beijing, the New Year pictures, comic strips, caricature,
illustrations, book binding and cartoons in Jiaxing, the
comprehensive material painting in Shijiazhuang and the
pottery art exhibition in Xi"an. Totally about 4,500 works will
be exhibited in these cities. The exhibition sets up pottery,
lacquer painting and experimental art exhibition subareas
for the first time, indicating its openness, inclusiveness and
confidence. In the second phase, the award-winning and
excellent works selected from the subarea exhibitions will be
exhibited in Beijing in December 2014, These works will be
granted “the 2nd China Art Award; Creation Award.” Also, “the
2nd China Art Award: Theoretical Comment Award” and “the
2nd China Art Award: Lifetime Achievement Award” will be
selected at the exhibition.

Artists have created gorgeous works for years. As one of
state-level cultural events with the longest history, the National
.. Art Exhibition is an assembly of the wonderful chapters in
the fjne arts history of New China and represents the art
spirit, artistic achievements and the brilliant progress of state

development and social evolution over the past 65 years. At

the new start point of history, the 12th National Art Exhibition
calls upon nationwide artists to create for the people,
delineate the colorful art world with their brushes, eulogize
the people” s vigorous spirit of the era and open a new page
for cultural construction. These works are dedicated to the
65th anniversary of New China. Let" s together create new
brilliance in realizing the great rejuvenation dream of the

Chinese nation.

Ministry of Culture of the People” s Republic of China
China Federation of Literary and Art Circles
Chinese Artists Association
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Foreword

In the 65th anniversary for foundation of the People's Republic
of China, Watercolor and Gouache Exhibition of the Twelfth
National Exhibition of Fine Arts is held. As the largest and
best national exhibition of fine arts, the artists present a gift to
birthday of the motherland with their elaborate creations.

With history of more than one hundred years, watercolor
and gouache were imported to China in the era that modern
Chinese and Western cultures collide and blend. Several
generations of artists insisted to explore and work with
innovative spirit and open mind, so that watercolor and
gouache can not only be rooted in China, but also develop
from trial exercise to independent painting school and form
distinctive national characteristics.

The participating works in Watercolor and Gouache Exhibition
of the Twelfth National Exhibition of Fine Arts fully reflects
characteristics of the times and ;;ﬁistic style of contemporary
creation of fine arts in China. Holding "open, fair and
transbarent" principles, the judging committee of the exhibition

area chose 319 shortlisted works and 41 works shortlisted in

Beijing from over 800 participating works.

Watercolor and Gouache Exhibition of the Twelfth National
Exhibition of Fine Arts is performs well on artistry, technology
and nationality. Generally speaking, there are three noteworthy
features. The first is unprecedented quality. With various
themes, novel ideas, profound content and complete
performance, many works really show language characteristics
of watercolor and gouache. The second is diverse forms.
Some works are worthy of being praised for innovative idea
and bold exploration on technique of expression, especially
they are able to appropriately use and handle language of
modern painting, as well as emphasize personal style while
expanding the development space for watercolor and gouache.
The third is new talents. There are many fine works of new
talents whose waorks are refreshing and gratifying, which inject
new vitality and life to watercolor and gouache circle.

After a century’ s journey, increasingly mature Chinese
watercolor and gouache made remarkable achievements

in five years' development and prosperity. Bearing strong



sense of social responsibility, following "double hundred" policy
and "two for" direction and insisting people as the center of
creation, the artists continue to think, explore and innovate.
Their works are not limited in intuitive sketching any longer,
but more participate in thinking problems, expressing times
and pursuing spirit. In order to push watercolor and gouache
to creative stage of higher artistic level, they are dedicated
to create works, which is rare and commendable. Watercolor
and Gouache Exhibition of the Twelfth National Exhibition of
Fine Arts is both a review of creation achievements in past five
years and a new starting point for continuous prosperity and
development of watercolor and gouache in China.

The venue of this exhibition - River City Wuhan is one of
megalopolises with richest water resources in the world. The
city nourished by water is closely related to watercolor and
gouache watercolor and gouache. Watercolor and Gouache
Exhibition of the Twelfth National Exhibition of Fine Arts
received strong support from Hubei Federation of Literary

and Art Circles and Hubei Artists Association and Wuhan Art

o

Museum. We express our sincere thanks to their thoughtful
and meticulous work to ensure the success of the exhibition
and their great contributions to the Twelfth National Exhibition

of Fine Arts.
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