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JlpeBHME KUTaiiCKHe rajareibHble KOCTH M HAJMUCH HA HUX SBJISAIOTCA CBUACTEIILCTBAMU
panneit kynsrypsl Kurast. 3a npenenamu Kuras rajaresbHble KOCTH C NOIMHHBIMU HAAITUCAMU
BCTPEUAIOTCS] CPABHUTEIBHO PEJIKO.

DpMUTaX — €IUHCTBEHHBII My3el B Poccuu, B KOTOPOM XPaHSTCs IalaTe/IbHBIE KOCTH, U BCC
HaJIMCH Ha HUX ApeBHHUE. [109ToMy DPMHTAK TOPAUTCS CBOCH HEOOIBLION, HO MPEACTABUTEILHOM
KOJIJICKIIUEH.

MBI ¢ 61aroJapHOCTBIO BCTIOMMHAEM 3aMeYaTe/IbHOr0 Pycckoro coouparest, yueHoro Hukomnast
I[lerposuua JIuxauesa, Giaarogapst KOTOpoMy K HaM B Hadane XX BEKa NPUILIN OTH 3aMeYaTeibHbIC
NaMSATHUKH JIPEBHEH KUTAWCKON MMCbMECHHOCTH M UCTOPUH.

U3nanue npeanpuuato coBmectHo ¢ Akagemuedl Conmanbubix Hayk Kutas, 1 Mbl BHICOKO
[EHUM TPAJIUIIMOHHOE COTPYAHUYECTBO C HATUMHU KOJIJIETaMHU.

S Hajeroch, YTO MyONUKAIMs dTHX NaMATHHKOB MPOJILET HOBBIM CBET Ha TO, KAK XU U

JAyMajid Haly JaJIbHUEC NpeAIECCTBEHHUKH B 3110XY JHUHACTUH [an.

MMA\;@\/

Muxawn [TnoTpoBCKUi
22.03.2013

Jupextop T'ocyaapcTBEHHOrO DpMUTaAKA,

Unen-koppecnonaeHt Poccniickoil Akagemuu Hayk

Ancient Chinese oracle bones and the inscriptions on them are the evidence of early Chinese
culture. Chinese oracle bones are not very common in the collections outside China. Some
collections have forgeries. The Hermitage is the only museum in Russia that keeps an oracle bone
collection and all of them have authentic inscriptions. That is the reason why the Hermitage is very
proud of this small but significant collection.

We remember with gratitude the name of the prominent collector and scientist Nicolai
Petrovich Lihachev who had assembled this important collection of Chinese ancient epigraphy and
history at the beginning of the 20th century.

The publication of this collection is undertaken by the joint efforts with the Chinese Academy
of Social Science. We highly estimate the traditional collaboration of our colleagues.

I hope that the publication of these monuments will lure new light on the questions of what our
ancestors thought and how they lived in the period of Shang Dynasty.

M«/

Michail Piotrovsky
22.03.2013

Director of the State Hermitage Museum,

Correspondent Member of the Academy of Science of Russian Federation
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INPEJAUCJIOBHUE

OJIMH W3 caMbIX 3HAMEHUTHIX My3eeB Poccun — ['oCynapcTBEHHBIM DPMHTaX — SIBJISETCA
CUACT/IMBBIM 00NaaTeeM KOJUIEKIUH JAPEBHEKMTANCKUX SMHUTpadMIeCKUX NaMATHHUKOB d110XU WHb,
0OHApPYKEHHBIX Helaleko OT AHbsHA (IIPOBUHIHMSA X9HAHb). DTa KoJuleKuus, BKtodatomas 200 Tak
Ha3bIBAEMBIX «TajaTelbHBIX Haamucei», Obia B 1911 1. mpruoOpeTeHa uepe3 0JHOr0 KMTanCKOro
YMHOBHHMKA JUIS U3BECTHOTO poccuiickoro maneorpada H. I1. JIuxauesa. [lo Bropoit MupoBoi
BOMHBI, 10 Benukoit OTeuecTBEHHON BOMHBI OHA ObLIa MepefiaHa Ha XpaHeHue B [0CynapCcTBEHHbBIN
Dpmutax. Jluxades M3yyasa 5TH HAANUCH BMECTE C KMTauCTOM, npodpeccopom CaHKT-
[TerepGyprcxoro ynusepcurera A. WM. iBanoseiM. B 1932 1. paspaboTka KojuleKuuu OblIa Nopy4eHa
corpynuuky Mucturyra s3pika u Mpimuiernss AH CCCP 1O. B. Bynakosy. Ero MOHOTpapus «
Tanarenpubie kocTH 3 XoHauu (Kuraii)» yBumena ceer B 1935 1., ogHako BoiHa momeniana
OCYIIECTBUTH PA0OTy HAJl HAIITUCIMH.

B 1958 . mo miaHy Hay4HOTO COTpyAHUYeCTBa Mexay Akanemuei nayk KHP u Axanemuen
nayk CCCP corpynnuk MuctutyTa neropun npod. Xy XoycioaHb I0Iy4H BO3SMOKHOCTE noObIBaTh
B DpMHUTa)Xe M MO3HAKOMHTbCA C KoJuleKuued. MM Obuin caenaHbl NPOPUCOBKU HEKOTOPBIX
naxnuceit. Kpome storo on o6paruics k M. B. KprokoBy ¢ npocs00ii IpoaomkuTh 3Ty pabory, B
pe3y/IbTaTe KOTOpoi ObUIO M3rOTOBJICHO 79 HPOPHCOBOK. 27 U3 HUX ObLIM omyOnnKoBaHb! B Kurae B
«O011EM CBOJIE MHHBCKHMX T'aIaTeIIbHBIX HAIIUCENY.

B 1981 r. mpo¢. Xy XoycroaHb NOPY4YHJI MHE CBECTH BOCIMHO CACTAaHHbBIC PAHEE MPOPHUCOBKH
1 omyGnuKoBaTh ux. K cokaneHu:o, Py H3JaHUH ITHX KONHUH TEKCTOB B 3-M TOME COOpHHKA «
Wubckue rafareiababie Haanucu u ucropus snoxu Mae-1lany (Ilanxaickoe U31aTenbCTBO JPEBHUX
naMATHUKOB, 1991) He ObLIM COOMIOEHBI pa3Mephl IalaTebHbIX MPEAMETOB, YTO 3aTPYAHHUIIO
MCIIOIb30BaHMe ITOH myOnukanuu. OJHOBPEMEHHO Mbl BBITOTHUIN AEMU(PPOBKY MHCKPHUIIIUHI
M 374104 ee BO 2-M ToMe KHuru «MccinenoBanue MUChbMEHHBIX MaMATHUKOB, OOHApY)KEHHBIX B
pe3ynbTaTe apXeoJOrHYecKuX packomok» (M31aTenbcTBO NaMATHUKOB MaTepHaabHOH KyIbTYpBl,
1989). Ho BcnencTBue Toro, 4to AemmdpoBka Oblia OCyIIECTBIEHA HE MO OpHUraHaiaM HalIUCeH,
a 10 WX NMPOPUCOBKAM, B Hell ObLIM JONYIICHB HEKOTOPhIE HETOYHOCTH. Bee nmesmmnecs 79
npopucoBok npod. Xy XoycioaHb BKIIOUHJ B CBOK MyOnuKkanuio «HbCKHE TaJaTe/IbHbIe HaHCH
u3 cobpanrmnit CCCP, TJIP, CILIA u SInoxum» (ChlayaHbCKkoe M31aTenbCTBO, 1988), B KOTOpOH OH
BBIpAKAJ HAJEKIy HAa «CKOPEHInyio MyOIMKALHMIO KOJIEKIMH DpMuTaxa B Buae Gororpadpuii u
ACTaMIIAXKEN».

Korna B 1994-2002 r.r. mpod. M B. Kprokos npenonasan B TaMKaHCKOM yHHUBEpPCUTETE
(TaiiBaHb), UM ObLI BBINOJIHEH Hay4HBI MPOEKT «KoMIIekCHOE HCCie0BaHie MHBCKHX HAITHCEH
13 cobpanus Focynapcreennoro Dpmutaxka» (RG003-D-00), kK KOTOpOMY OBUIH NPUITOKEHBI
IPOPUCOBKM TekcToB. B 2012 r. crapmmii HaydHblil coTpyanuk Opmuraxa M. JI. MeHpmnKOBa
omy6nukoBana ¢pororpadun 8 MHCKPHUIIHIl B KHUTE «3BydaT JHUIIbL MUCbMEHa». OIHAKO B CHITY

00BEKTUBHBIX 00CTOSITEIbCTB 3CTaMIIMPOBAHHUC HaJMucen paHee HE NPOU3BOANIIOCH, OOJIBIIMHCTBO



doTorpaduii 0cTaBanOCh HEOMyOINKOBAHHBIM, 2 MPOPUCOBKH HOCHJIM BBIOOPOYHBIH XapaKTep.
[105TOMy OOIHK KOMUIEKIMU B 1IEIOM OCTABAJICS ISl 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOTO MCCIIE0BATEIIS 3ara IKOM.

20-29 urons 2009 T. B COOTBETCTBUM C COIIALIEHHEM O COTPYJHHYECTBE MEKIYy AKaaeMHUEH
obmectBennbx Hayk KHP u Poccuiickoii Akanemueii Hayk npod. Cyn Uxonbxao u ji-pa Hayk CyHb
SI6un u Yxao [IoH noosBanu B MHCTHTYTE BOCTOYHBIX pykonuced PAH u crenuanbHO MOCETUIH
DpMHUTaX, TJe UX XkKJajla Teruias BCTpeda ¢ 3aBeayromei oraenom Bocroka. H. B. Kosnosoin
M XpaHUTEIeM KOJJIEKIMH MHbCKUX Haamuceidr M. JI. Menbmukoso#. Toraa Obuia J0CTHIHYTA
peaBapUTeNbHas T0rOBOPEHHOCTH O COBMECTHOHN MyOaMKanuu 3THX NaMsATHUKOB. UNCHBI
JieJIerali 03HAKOMMIIUCH C YCIIOBUSIMHM XPaHEHHsSI KOJUICKIIMU, YCTAHOBUIIM O0lIee KOJTUICCTBO
HAAMUCEH U UX MOIIMHHOCTD, MOJAPOOHO 3aUKCUPOBAIIM UX COAECPKAHKE, PEKOHCTPYUPOBAIH OIHY
HAJIITUCh, COCTOSIBINYIO M3 JIBYX (DparMeHTOB, U UCIPABUIM HETOYHOCTH, AOMYILICHHBIC B MPEKHUX
IPOPUCOBKAX.

B centabpe 2009 r. Cyn YxoHbXa0 10O mopydeHuto ['ocynapcTBEHHOr0 ynpaBlIeHUS
NaMATHUKOB MaTepuainbHOW KyabTypsl B nuue Cynp CHMHBYAO MOANMHUCAJI U BO3TIABUII
MCCIIEI0BATEIbCKUH NPoeKT «M3yueHne 3apyOeKHBIX KOJUIEKIMH HHBCKUX TajaTeNbHbIX HaMUCeH
M M3TOTOBJICHUE dCTaMIakel Haamucei us cobpanus [ocymapctBenHoro Dpmuraxay. [loce sToro
B pesynbTare AByxjeTHeil nepenucku CyH WKdHBXA0 ¢ POCCHHCKMMH y4EHBIMH OBIIO PEIICHO
NPEANPHUHATH dcTaMIupoBanue U GororpadupoBaHMe WHLCKUX raJaTeIbHBIX TCKCTOB Ui UX
u3nanus noa rpudom FocynapcrBenHoro Dpmuraxa U LIeHTpa 10 U3y4eHHIO HHBCKUX HAITHUCEH U
uctopuu >noxu Uup-1llan Axagemun obmectsenHbix Hayk KHP ¢ nenbro coxpaHeHus, H3ydeHHS U
MONYISAPHU3AIMK ATON KOJUICKIUH M MCIIOIb30BAaHUS €€ B MPEIOlaBaHUU UCTOPHH, a TAKXKE UMES B
BUJIy MHBbIC OOIIECTBEHHOIIONE3HbIE HEKOMMEPUYCCKUE LIENH.

18 mexabps 2011 r. Cyn UxkoHBXAa0 U AUPEKTOP FocyzxapCTBeHHoro Opmutaxa M. b.
[TMOTPOBCKHiI MOAMUCATN JOTOBOP 00 YCIIOBHAX MOATOTOBKH M BBINYCKAa HAyYHOIO KaTajaora «
MHbcKKe HaAmUCcH U3 cobpanus [ocy1apCTBEHHOTO DPMHUTAKA».

9-21 centsiOpst 2012 1. rpynma Bo miase ¢ CyH YkaHbXao B cocTase A-poB Hayk Croii Hxya,
Cynp S6una, JIto 0ans u dororpada Illanxaickoro U3AaTesbCTBa IPEBHUX MaMATHHUKOB ®aH Boas
o0ObIBaaa B Poccuu /ISl M3TOTOBIEHUS SCTaMIakel Haanuced u ux ¢ororpaduposanus. B cuiy
crieu(pUIeCcKUX yCIOBUH (YHKIMOHUPOBAHUS My3€s Mbl HAa NPOTSKEHMHM 6 C MOJOBHHOH JHEH
exxeHeBHO pabotamu ¢ 11 10 17 wacoB. OcobeHHO TpynoeMKuM Obint mponece (ororpahupoBaHus
06BEKTOB U rpaduk paboThl ObLUT YPE3BBIYANHO HANPSKEHHBIM. PyKOBOJACTBO DpMHUTaXka 0Ka3aso
HAM BCECTOPOHHEE COAEHCTBHE, BBIIEIMIO CIELHAIbHBIX TOMOIIHMKOB U IPH COOIIOACHUH TIPaBUII
6€30MaCHOCTH JOMOIHHTEILHO PA3PEIIHI0 HaM paboTaTh B IMOHEACIbHUK 17 ceHTAOps, Korna Mysei
6L 3aKPBIT. HanpskeHHBIH MHOTO/IHEBHBII TPYL 110 M3TOTOBIEHHIO CTaMIIAXCeH, CBEPKE ONUCEH H
doTorpadupoBanuio HaKCeil ObLI yCIENIHO 3aBEPLIEH B JICHb BblieTa B [TexnH.

MBI yCTaHOBHJIH, 4TO BCS IaHHAs KOJUICKIHS O3 €IMHOTO MCKITIOYEHHS! SBIACTCS HOMTNHHOM.
B ee cocraBe Bcero 197 mHckpumnuui (B ToM uucie 12 BOCCTaHOBIICHHBIX M3 NE€PBOHAYAIbHBIX
(parMeHTOB) 1 3 06JIOMKa C OTAEIBHBIMH JIEMEHTaMKM HEPOIIM(OB, T. €. B O0LIEH CIOKHOCTH 200
Hamuceil. 18 3K3eMIUIAPOB M3 3TOrO YKCIIa OTHOCHTCS K 1-My Mmepuoy no oOLenprHATON CHCTeME
naTupoBky, 131 — ko 2-My, 2 — K 3-my, 40 — k 4-my, 6 — Kk 5-My neprozy. Kpome Toro B KOJIEKIUH
MUMEIOTCS JIBe KOCTH Oe3 Haamucel u 6osiee jecatd Meakux o0moMkoB. OjHa HAAMUChH MOMELICHA
TOJILKO B IIPOPHCOBKE B MPHIIOKEeHHH No7.

Karanor «HbcKHe HaAmucH U3 cobpanus [ocynapcTBEHHOro DpMHUTa)Xa» MPEICTaBIACT



co6Oil TONHOE M3/aHME BCEX MHCKPHILHH B IATH MX MIOCTacAX — B Buae dororpadwuii
JINIEBOH, 00paTHOM U OOKOBBIX CTOPOH IajaTelbHbIX NPEIAMETOB, dCTAMIIAXKEH, IIPOPUCOBOK,
pepornupuuecKoil TPAHCKPHIIIUKE TEKCTOB U yKa3aTens K HuM. ®ororpadupoBaHne OOKOBBIX
CTOPOH KCIIOHATOB MPECIIENI0BAIO CBOCH LEIbI0 HE TONBKO yCTaHOBIEHUE (OPMBI YIITyOICHUH Ha
rajaTeJbHOM KOCTH, HO ¥ (PMKCAIIMIO OTACIBHBIX HEPONIN(OB U CIECIOB PaCIuiia, a TAKKE TOJILIHHBI
KOCTH, 4TO JOJDKHO OOJIErYMTh MOCIEAYIONIYI0 paboTy MO BOCCTAHOBJICHHIO LEIbIX HAAMUCEH U3
(hparMeHTOB, OMyOIMKOBAHHBIX B Pa3HBIX M3IAHHSIX. B COOTBETCTBUH C JIOTOBOPOM, B IIyOIHKALIHMIO
BKJIFOUEHBI TPU CTAThH, MO3BOJSIOIINEG YATATENI0 COCTABUTEL OOJiee TONHOE MPEICTaBICHUE O
HAyYHBIX IOCTOMHCTBAX KOJJIEKLIHH.

OO6mumii 1iaH u3ganus, 1emudpPOBKU U KPAaTKOE COAEPKAaHME HAaAUCEH, KOMMCHTApUH 110
MOBOAY MOUIMHHOCTH MHCKPUIIMN M UX JATUPOBKHU, FPYNIHAPOBKA TEKCTOB M0 UX COAEPKAHMIO
u ykasarenb BoinoaHensl CyH Uxsnbpxao. PoTorpadupoBaHne HaAMUCEH B Pa3IHYHBIX
pakypcax, nocieayroias oopaborka gororpapuii u scTammnaxei, a Tak’kKe MaKeTHPOBAHHE
KHUTH ocymecTsiaensl ®an Boem. Dcrammaxu usrorosnensl Croit Uxya, Cynp Sloutnom n Jlo
fOaHeM, MPOPHCOBKM M BOCCTaHOBIIEHHE Haamuceil u3 ux ¢gparmento — Cynp SA6unom. Oxna
M3 BCTYIMTENIBLHBIX CTATeHl HANMCaHa Ha PyCCKOM M Ha aHTIMMCKOM, a TAaKKe ME€PEeBOJ KPaTKOro
cojiepKaHus Hajanmuced Ha pycckuit a3pik caenan M. JI. Menbmimkoson. IlepeBon Ha AQHTJTUHACKUI
f3bIK ¢ KuTaiickoro Beimonanmia Yxu Csona. Moeit cynpyroi X5 L{g049KoHE BHECCHBI BaXKHbIC
PeUIoKEHHs, Kacarommecs 0(OPMIICHHSI KHUTH U KOPPEKTHPOBKH LiBeTa (hoTorpaduii.

Vememnoe u3gaHue 3TOM KHUTH CTajgo BO3MOXKHBIM 0yiarojaps BCEMEPHOM MOANEPIKKE,
okazanHoil HaMm r-HoM CyH Cunp4ao u3 [0CcyIapCTBEHHOTO YIPaBIeHUs NAMATHUKOB MaTepuaibHON
KyJIbTYpHl M ObIBIIMM qupekTopoM [llanxaifckoro M31aTenbCTBa APEBHUX MAMSITHUKOB r-HOM BaH
CunkanoM. BoMbIIo BKIA B HACTOSAIIEE U3IaHUE BHECITH COTPYAHUKH 3TOro u3zarenscrsa @an Boi
u Y Yanuus. [pod. M. B. Kprokos u corpynauk MHctuTyTa a3eika AOH Wkao oy nepesenn psi
MaTepuanoB, UCIONb30BaHHbIX B jaHHOM myOmukanuu. J-p Tan lnayns u3 MuctuTyTa HOBEHICH
uctopun AOH okasan Ham GOJIBIIYIO HOMOIIb, JI0OE3HO COTIACHBIIKCH OBITH MEPECBOAYMKOM BO
BpeMs Halero nepeoro noceuieHus P®. be3 0eCKOPBICTHON MOMOIIM BBIMIETIEPEUHCIICHHBIX KOJLIET
nmyOJIMKalns 3TOM KHUTU Oblila OBl HEBO3MOXKHA, M 3@ 3TO MBI IPUHOCUM UM CBOKO HCKPEHHIOIO
071aro1apHOCTb.

MaI BBIpaxkaeM miy0okyro 6GnarogapHocts aupekropy I'ocymapcrsennoro Dpmuraka M. b.
[THOTPOBCKOMY, pa3pelIMBIIEMY HaM H3y4HTh, U 3aBefyromeil oraenom Bocroka H. B. Kosnoson
CHCTEMAaTU3UPOBaTh U M3[aTh 3TY KOJUIEKIUIO Haamucen. Ml OnarofgapHbl cTapiieMy HayqHOMY
COTPYIHUKY My3esi, XpaHUTeIo KojuleKiuu M. JI. MeHbIIHMKOBO¥A.

[IpeanpuHMMaeMOe HbIHE M3JlaHUE KOJJIEKIMU MHbCKHX HAAMUCEH — JOJT HaMATU U
HALIETo IyOOYalIero yBa)kKeHUs K BBIJAIOLIEMYCs BKIaay, BHCCCHHOMY B UX M3Y4C€HHE HAIIUMH
MpeeCTBEHHUKaMU.

Mgl BBIpaXkaeM HaJeX/y Ha TO, YTO JaHHAas IMyOnuKanus Oy/leT ¢ yl0BICTBOPCHUEM BCTPEICHA
Hay4HBIM COOOIIECTBOM, JaBHO C HETEPIIEHUEM OXKUIABIIMM e€€. Mbl HafieeMes Takxke, YTO YUTaTeIIH
BBICKQ)XYT HaM CBOM KPUTHUECKUE 3aMEYaHHSI.

CyH Ux3HBX20
O mas 2013 .
[leHTp Mo M3yYEHHUIO HHBCKUX HaJucel 1 uctopuu snoxu Mue-1lan

Axanemun oodmecTBeHHbIX Hayk KHP



PREFACE

The State Hermitage Museum in St. Petersburg, Russia, holds a valuable collection of more
than 200 pieces of oracle bones unearthed in Anyang, Honan, China. It is said that these bones were
bought by the famous Russian paleographer and academician Nikolai Petrovich Lichachev through
an official of Shaanxi province in 1911. Before the Second World War, they were transferred and
safe-kept in the Hermitage Museum. Lichachev once discussed these bones with the sinologist A. L.
Ivanov from Oriental Studies Department of St. Petersburg University. In 1932, Yu. Bunakov from
the Institute of Languages and Thoughts USSR Academy of Sciences did special research on these
bones, and wrote the book The Oracle Bones from Honan, China, which was published in 1935. His
life and the publication of bones themselves were unfortunately disrupted by the Great Patriotic War
of the Soviet Union.

In 1958, according to the Sino-Soviet agreement on scientific cooperation, Professor Hu
Houxuan from the Institute of History of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences went to the Hermitage
Museum to investigate these bones. Professor Hu made hand facsimiles of some bones, and invited
Russian scholar M.V. Kryukov to make facsimiles of other bones at a later time. These two parts
had a total of 79 pieces, from which 27 pieces were chosen in Jia Gu Wen He Ji. In 1981, in view
of the urgent needs of the academic circle of oracle bones, Hu commissioned me to recopy and
rearrange these facsimiles. The result was published in the third volume of Jia Gu Wen Yu Yin Shang
Shi (Shanghai Classics Publishing House, 1991) at a reduced size, which was fairly inconvenient
for scholars. Professor Hu and I also made a detailed interpretation of these inscriptions, which was
published in Chu Tu Wen Wu Yan Jiu Xu Ji (Cultural Relics Publishing House, 1989. See Appendix
in this book). Since the interpretation was based on the hand facsimiles, not on the original bones,
errors and mistakes were inevitable. These 79 bone facsimiles were also included in the book Su
De Mei Ri Suo Jian Jia Gu Ji (Sichuan Cishu Publishing House, 1988). Hu eagerly hoped that
“The Hermitage Museum will publish the photographs and rubbings of all these bones as soon
as possible”. From 1994 to 2002, Mr. M. V. Kryukov was invited as a professor of Dan Jiang
University in Taipei. The facsimiles of the oracle bones in Hermitage Museum were published in
his research paper Comprehensive Study on the Oracle Bones in Hermitage Museum (serial number
RG003-D-00). In 2012, Dr. Maria L. Menshikova from the Oriental Department of the Hermitage
Museum published an article and color photographs of 8 bones in the book In Written Words Alone.
But unfortunately, due to the limitation of conditions, rubbings of the bones in Hermitage Museum
have never been made, the photographs of most bones have never been published, and the facsimiles
of them have never been completed. The real feature of these bones remains a mystery, and makes
the whole academic circles bear high expectations on it.

From June 20th to 29th, 2009, according to the Cultural Exchange Agreement between
Chinese Academy of Social Science and Russian Academy of Sciences, I, accompanied by Dr. Sun
Yabing and Dr. Zhao Peng, went to the Institute of Oriental Ancient Documents Russian Academy



of Sciences for an academic visit. During this period, we made a special visit from Moscow to
the Hermitage Museum in St. Petersburg, and were warmly received by Natalia Kozlova, Head of
Oriental Department, and Dr. Maria Menshikova, curator of the oracle bone collection. Also, the
cooperation of collating and publishing these bones was discussed, the present condition, the number
and the genuineness or falsity of these bones were investigated, all the inscriptions were studied,
a big piece of bone was joined, and the omissions, mistakes and the shape distortion of the 79
facsimiles were corrected this time.

In September 2009, by the invitation of Mr. Song Xinchao of National Heritage Board,
I signed and undertook the government project “The Investigation of Overseas Yinxu Oracle
Bone Collections and Rubbings of the Oracle Bones in Russia”. During the two years after that,
I continuously exchanged emails with Russian scholars, and finally reached an agreement on
cooperation between the Research Center of Oracle-Bone Inscriptions and Yin-Shang culture CASS
and the Russian State Hermitage Museum in publishing the oracle bones in the Hermitage Museum
on the purpose of cultural heritage protection, scientific research, cultural transmission, historical
education, and other noncommercial purposes. All the oracle bones would be made rubbings, taken
photographs, researched and published. On December 19th, 2011, 1, as the Director of the Research
Center of Oracle-Bone Inscriptions and Yin-Shang culture and Professor Mikhail Piotrovsky, General
Director of the Hermitage Museum signed the contract on editing and publishing Yin Oracle Bone
Inscriptions from the Collection of the State Hermitage Museum.

From September 19th to 21st, 2012, according to the contract terms, I led three scholars
from Institute of History, Dr. Xu Yihua, Dr. Sun Yabing, and Dr. Liu Yuan, and the photographer
Mr. Fang Wei from Shanghai Classics Publishing House to go to Russia to make rubbings and take
photographs of these bones. Due to the timetable of the Hermitage Museum, working hours had to be
between 11am and 5pm every day, which resulted that the whole working time was only 6 half-days.
Taking photographs was especially time-consuming, for every time the camera needed to be fiddled.
The progress was hardly pressed for the tight schedule. The museum gave us a friendly cooperation
and special authorization to work on closing Monday, September 17th. We also got assistance from
the museum staff, which made the rubbing, recording, archiving, and photographing to progress in a
tensely and orderly manner. After several days’ hard work, the plan was successfully accomplished
on the day of homeward flight.

All these bones were identified as genuine, without even a single fake. We have joined 12
groups of fragments, so the number now is 197, Combing 3 pieces of small fragments with strokes,
the total number is 200. Among the 197 bones, 18 belong to the first period, 131 belong to the second
period, 2 belong to the third period, 40 belong to the fourth period, and 6 belong to the fifth period.
Besides, there are 2 more bones without strokes or characters, and more than 10 pieces of bone
crumbs. Apart from all the above, one more piece of bone belonging to the second period, which we
haven’t seen this time, could only be found in the facsimiles of Professor Hu Houxuan, so we edit it
as Attached Facsimile No.7 in this book.

Yin Oracle Bone Inscriptions from the Collection of the State Hermitage Museum is made
on “five-in-one” principle, that is, the front, reverse and side color-photographs, the rubbing,
hand facsimile, interpretation and index of every bone, will be published in this book. From the
photographs, we can easily examine the shape of drilling and chiseling, the inscription on the side
of bones, and the vestige of cutting, carving and polishing on the edge of bones. The shape and
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