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PREFACE TO THE ALBUM SERIES

Itis i matter of worldwide concern 1o protect and promote the history and culture of the cities. Chinese is recognized
by the entire world for her brilliant history and culture. and the cities of historical and cultural fame are a treasure of
the Chinese nation, Since 1982, the State has nominated several groups of cities of historical and cultural fame to be
protected al the national level. The preservation of history and culture does not only concern the cities of historical
and cultural fame. Every city. without exception. has its own history and culture. A city without history and culture
cannot be considered a modern city. In the course of the protection. every city, especially those of historical and
cultural fame, should therefore endeavor to promote its culture, economy. and tourism. ete, in the light of its own
characteristics 50 as to blaze new trails and maintain its vitality, The series of album, “the Chinese Cities of Historical
and Cultural Fame™, edited by National Research Center of Historical Cities. will undoubtedly play a significant part

in the promotion. protection, and development of the cities of fame.

Zhou Ganzhi
Chairman of National Experts’ Committee for the Protection of Cities of Historical and Culture Fame
Member of China Academy of Science

Member of China Academy of Engineering
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FAMOUS CITY OF CHANGTING

Deep in the luxuriant mountains in the
western Fupran is hidden an ancient city with
a standing of thousand years, She is
Changting 4 Ffamous historical and cultural
city of China. respected as the world Hakka
capital by hundreds of million Hakka people.
Changung. known as Tingzhou in ancient
times. 15 well known to the world for her long
history and culture. resplendent Hakka
culture and glorious revolutionary culture
Over halfa century ago, Louis Rewi Alley the
international {riend from New Zealand once
said in praise. there are two most beautiful
towns tn China. one 1s Changting ol Fujian
and the other s Fenghuang of Hunan

Early in the Neolithic Age. human beings multiplied and
lived from generation to generation in the Changting area.
Changting is also a Tang and Song city weathered over
thousand years. From the prime days of Tang to the late Qing.
she had been all way along the government scat of Zhou, Jun.

Lu and Fu (administrative division. roughly cquivalent to

prefecture at present) as well as poliical,
cconomic and cultural center of western Min
(short for Fujian). Walking in this ancient ¢ity.
one can sce everywhere the left-over city
walls. city towers, blocks. water wells,
familial halls. c¢lubs and folk houses
Changting 15 deemed as a place propitious for
giving birth to outstanding people. Liu
Guoxuan a famous Qing general who assisted
Zheng Chenggong 1o recover Taiwan and
Shangguan Zhou a famous Qing painter ¢t al
are all the excelling representatives hrought

up on this pieee of Jand. The historical

Vil CEAC)
Bluc-glazed Kertle
(Tang Dytasty)

el (A1)
Long Pat
(Song Dynisiy)

luminartes such as Zhang Julin, Lu You. Xin
Qiji, Zhu Xi. Song Ci. Song Yingxing. Wen

lianxiang., Wang Shouren. Ji Xiaolan et al

were all onee attracted by this piece of land
and left over valued traces thercat, adding
bits of glory to the long roll of history and
culture of Changting.

Changting as birthplace and base of the
Hakka people is respected as the world
Ilakka capital and has turned to be the sacred
place for the llakka people at home and
overseas lo seck familial roots and pay
homage to ancestors. The Hakka (olk culture,
costume eulture. architectural culture and
local culture carried on to the present times:

folk songs well acelaimed at home and overseas, and the
Hakka customs such as the fascinating Baihu (hundred-pot)
Feast and Naochuntian (festive functions in spring ficld)., ete
as well as fTower lantern. boat lantern, horse lantern. dragon
lantern, Shifan (cnsemble of ten folk wind and percussion
instruments), Taige (Stage posing) and Mlower drum and other

types of brilliant Hakka folk art. invariably
give lorth the local flavor. Muoreover.
Changting is also the home of the renowned
Chinese Hakka cuisine. where the famous
Fujian Gourmet City is seen. The Hakka folk
sentiment felt everywhere in the mountain
city is engrossing inall possible ways.

Changting is the native place of Red Army
which will cast glory and honor to all
generations, In the Period of the 2nd Civil
Revolutionary War. Changting was the
cconomic and political center of the Central
Soviet Region and the capital of Fujian Soviet



Region. reputed as “Red Minor Shanghai
Mao Zedong. Zhou Enlai. Liu Shaoqt. Deng

Xiaoping and other proletarian

revolutionaries of older gencrations have
written incredible historic pages and created
many a first in history volumes, namely, the
first county-level red power, i.c.,
Revolutionary Committee of Changting
County, the first-time unification of Red
Army uniforms at Changting. First Village
for the Long March of Red Army. so on and
so forth. Qu Qiubai and He Shuheng and
other revolutionary martyrs dropped their
last bit of blood hereby for the Soviet power.
The site of former Soviet Government of
Fujian Province, the site of Gospel Hospital. the Xingen Villa
and Qu Qiubai Monument and a large number of
revolutionary sites have all kept the red prints of the then
vigorous events.

Changting is most impressive for her green mountains and
pure water. “Water from three steams converge in one valley.
thousand peaks surround the town in four sides.” Ting River.
the mother river of the Hakka people flows across the city.

Pfh S AT
Blue-glazed Cup
(Song Dynasty)

nourishes this piece of warm land and
Mount
Wolong. Dragon Gate of Ting Riveras well as

nurtures the people living here

Mount Guilong and Maluo Terraced Fields
are all generous gifts of the nature to
Changting and cqually the achicvements ol
the hard labor by the Changting people. Lu
You the great Song poet was once engrossed
in the local mountains and rivers and wrote a
poem in praise of the locality, * Birds sing
through woods. pines cast branches over
ravines. Straddling over saddle so still as (o
forget start, it's not the steed that gallops
late.”

Today, over 500 hundred thousand people of
Changting are marching forward with the pace of the times.
pioneering new paths and scoring innovations in full zest
They are in the middle of utilizing unigue cultural superiority
and go all out in starting the building of the project of
protection and development of national famous cities of
history and culture so that that pushes forward the
coordinated development of society and economy and build
the new and beautiful Changting.
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TINGZHOU CITY WALL
Firstbuiltin the 4th year of the Dali reign of the
Tang Dynasty (769), ates were set till Ming
and Qing dynasties. The town was formed by
* head-resting on the mountain and facing the
stream” ~ In result. the special urban layout of

town in the hills and hills in the town. And the

well-kept city walls link up Chaotian Gate. aia _"J-L.
1
Wutong Gate. Huiji Gate and Baozhu Gate, with 51--‘1-“-'@‘«‘?’—' T b
¥
'

a length of nearly 3000m, which have become

the witness of long history of Changting

T
Huiji Gate
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CHAOTIAN GATE TOWER
at Fast Street, it was first built
in'the Tang Dynasty, The cit teisa
o-row  building and the second
phase is the extension in the Ming
Dynasty. At p
ket of the

he Ming Dynasty is still seen in

The gate tower is double-

preserve
pre

> roof two-lToor
of brick. stone anc ood

tructure
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Chaonan Gare




Ancient City Wall of Ting
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