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The last time I attended a ceremony of this
character was in the spring of 1941, when, as
Chancellor of Bristol University, I conferred a
degree upon the United States Ambassador, Mr.
Winant, and in absentia upon President Conant,
our President, who is here today and presiding over
this ceremony. The blitz was running hard at that
time, and the night before, the raid on Bristol had
been heavy. Several hundreds had been killed and
wounded. Many houses were destroyed. Buildings
next to the University were still burning, and many
of the University authorities who conducted the
ceremony had pulled on their robes over uniforms
begrimed and drenched; but all was presented
with faultless ritual and appropriate decorum, and I
sustained a very strong and invigorating impression
of the superiority of man over the forces that can
destroy him.

Here now, today, I am once again in academic
groves—groves is, I believe, the right word—
where knowledge is garnered, where learning
is stimulated, where virtues are inculcated, and
thought encouraged. Here, in the broad United
States, with a respectable ocean on either side of
us, we can look out upon the world in all its wonder
and in all its woe. But what is this that I discern as I
pass through your streets, as I look round this great
company?

I see uniforms on every side. I understand that

nearly the whole energies of the University youth
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for the battlefield. For this purpose all classes and
courses have been transformed, and even the most
sacred vacations have been swept away in a round-
the-year and almost round-the-clock drive to make
warriors and technicians for the fighting fronts.

Twice in my life the long arm of destiny has
reached across the oceans and involved the entire
life and manhood of the United States in a deadly
struggle.

There was no use in saying “We don’t want it;

we won't have it; our forebears left Europe to avoid

these quarrels; we have founded a new world which

has no contact with the old.” There was no use in

that. The long arm reaches out remorselessly, and
everyone’s existence, environment, and outlook
undergo a swift and irresistible change. What is the
explanation, Mr. President, of these strange facts,
and what are the deep laws to which they respond? I
will offer you one explanation—there are others, but
one will suffice.

The price of greatness is responsibility. If the
people of the United States had continued in a
mediocre station, struggling with the wilderness,
absorbed in their own affairs, and a factor of no
consequence in the movement of the world, they
might have remained forgotten and undisturbed
beyond their protecting oceans; but one cannot
rise to be in many ways the leading community in
the civilized world without being involved in its
problems, without being convulsed by its agonies
and inspired by its causes.

If this has been proved in the past, as it has
been, it will become indisputable in the future. The
people of the United States cannot escape world

indisputable [,indr'spju:tabl] adj. T % #t
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