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unnan Province, briefly named "Dian", is an inland
Yprovince in southwest of China where overlapping
mountains and dangerous streams are continuous,
making roads tough and difficult. Horses transported
tea along rugged mountain paths, forming "the
Ancient Tea-Horse Road", which exactly serves as a
vivid portrayal of transportation and trade in ancient
Yunnan.

Caravan bells had been ringing in mountains

for thousands of years. This situation changed
dramatically by the opening of "t

r

Yunnan-Vietham -

Preface

years. In return, it has also been nourished by the
particular landscape and humanities bred here, thus
forming its unique style and spirituality, creating the
special history of three kinds of railway (1000mm
gauge, 600mm gauge, and 1435mm gauge) in parallel,
and performing many popular and touching legends
about Yunnan-Vietnam Railway, Gejiu-Bisezhai-
Shiping Railway and Chengdu-Kunming Railway etc.

We have selected some rare treasures from the mass
of historical documents left by hundreds of years,
an 10000 pieces of cultural r h CS shown
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Introduction to Yunnan Railway Museum

unnan Railway Museum is located at

Kunming North Railway Station, Beijing Road,
Kunming, Yunnan. It was built by Kunming Railway
Administration in 1990 as an industry theme museum
about the construction and development history of
Yunnan railway. Then it was promoted to a museum in
2003, and newly expanded in 2004.

With a total planning area of 14262 square meters,
the new museum has a covering area of 4359 square
meters, a construction area of 7963 square meters
and an exhibition area of 5155 square meters. More
than ten thousands of pieces of cultural relics are
collected and displayed in the museum. The museum
is composed by South and North Hall. The South Hall
is built by imitating the French classical architecture of
"Yunnan Fu Station" a hundred years ago on Yunnan-
Vietnam Railway, while the North Hall shows itself
as a modern architecture with elements of a high-
speed railway station. Between those two halls lies a
steel bridge that leaps over three tracks, merging the
museum and the station currently in operation into a
whole one. From a wide view of this building, it seems
as if a modern train berths at a historical station,
ready to set out. From a bird-eye view moreover, this

building together with the station is quite similar to
an “I"-shaped cross-section of a rail. In the whole
building, sparkle the elements of railway and qualities
of museum in a perfect manner where classic and
modern styles combine organically, as if history and
future connect in delicate harmony. With its unique
architectural verse, the new museum makes the
history alive through the operation of station; in return,
the modern station shows itself rich in cultural heritage
because of the relics exhibited in the museum.
When history closely dialogues with the reality, the
enduring culture is interpreted by operating

rail station with fresh vital, in which the idea

and prospect become clear that coming ] ®
from deep history, the Yunnan railway is ;
running far to embrace the future! :

Due to its unique historic and cultural
values, Yunnan Railway Museum has
been named "the National Youth 4
Education Base", "the National /
Railway and Yunnan Patriotism
Education Base" and "Yunnan
Popular Science Education

Base".
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In 1764, a British called James Watt invented the world's first steam Since the birth of the narrow-gauge railway in

engine. In 1814, another British called George Stephenson improved 1910, experiencing the crucial difficult in late
the steam engine into the world's first steam locomotive, running on Qing Dynasty, the hardship in old Chinese
rails. On September 27, 1825, the first public commercial railway was Republic, a vigorous development of new China
opened between Stockton and Darlington in the United Kingdom. and great leaps on the background of reform
Stephenson made an era debut of steam locomotives by personally and opening, Yunnan railway nowadays is
driving a train ordered "NO.1" of speed of 24 kilometers per hour, with entering a new era of high-speed vehicles(EMU).
a journey of 31.8 kilometers and 450 passengers. In this magnificent
feat in science and technologies, humans saw a leap from farming Yunnan Railway Museum faithfully records the
society to industrial society. No doubt, the train became one of the history of past century with locomotives that
most iconic stars of industrial revolution in 19th century and 20th cover three different gauges (1000mm, 600mm
century. Meantime, the steam locomotives broke into Yunnan with and 1435mm gauge) and equipped with four
historic storms, leading Yunnan to step from agricultural civilization to generations of engines (steam, diesel, electricity

industrial civilization. and high-speed railway) .
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