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About the Author

Wei Jinsheng, born in Shanghai in 1936, former chief engineer and senior engineer of Yangzhou
Landscape Administration Bureau, former deputy chairman of Stone Appreciation Branch of China
Landscape Society, is now councilor of Pot Tree and Stone Appreciation Branch of China Landscape
Society.

The author has been engaged in the study and development of landscape and pot plants for more
than 50 years. He once conducted systematic researches into the individuality of Yangzhou pot plants
and landscape art and generalized 11 binding methods in making Yangzhou pot plants, promoting
“Cloud-style™ of potted trees and advocating giving up “the word of mouth method from masters to
apprentices.” He is a supporter of inheriting traditions and innovating on the basis of that. In October,
1979, he presided in Beijing over the exhibition of North Jiangsu Hall at the national “Exhibition of
Pot Plants and Miniature Landscape”, laying emphasis on the pot plants and miniature landscape of
Yangzhou School which won him favorable comments. The following year, he participated in the
national seientific research program “Studies of China’s Pot Plant and Miniature Landscape Art” and
in September of 1981, Yangzhou School of pot plant and miniature landscape art was successfully
established as one of the five China’s major schools. In October, 1984, he presided over the building of
the Yangzhou Garden of Pot Plant and Miniature Landscape Art. In May, 1986, he presided over the
plan and design of and took part in the building of China’s Exhibition Hall at the Fifth International
Horticulture Exposition in Italy and won an honorary silver medal for best layout. In May, 1995, he, as
the general secretary of Chinese delegation, attended The 3rd Conference & Exhibition of Pot Plant,
Miniature Landscape and Stone Art of Asian and Pacific Areas held in Singapore and delivered at the
conference the first speech The History, Schools and Artistic Conceptions of China’s Pot Plant and
Miniature Landscape Art. In October, 1997, as the executive vice chairman of The 4th Conference &
Exhibition of Pot Plant, Miniature Landscape and Stone Art of Asian and Pacific Areas,he presided
over the exhibition and the symposium and acted as a judge. In May, 1999, he was invited to China’s
99 Kunming International Horticulture Exposition as an expert of the professional jury and presided
over the appraisal of the artistic works. In the 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th “National Pot Plant and Miniature
Landscape Art Exhibition (competition)”, he presided over the events with the host cities on behalf of

Stone Appreciation Branch of China Landscape Society and acted as the chief judge. In May, 2001, the
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Urban and Rural Development Department of the Ministry of Construction together with China

Landscape Society awarded him  “Prize of Prominent Contribution” for his outstanding work in the

~ development of China’s pot plant and miniature landscape art. In September, 2005, he served as a

member of the organizing committee in The 8th Conference & Exhibition of Pot Plant, Miniature
Landscape and Stone Art of Asian and Pacific Areas held in Beijing and presided over the
demonstration performed by Chinese (Taiwan) master artists. In September, 2007, he was invited to
attend The 9th Conference & Exhibition of Pot Plant, Miniature Landscape and Stone Art of Asian and
Pacific Areas held in Bali, Indonesia and acted as a judge of pot plants. In October, 2009, he was
invited to attend The 10th Conference & Exhibition of Pot Plant, Miniature Landscape and Stone Art of
Asian and Pacific Areas held in Zhanghua, Taiwan, China and served as a judge of pot plants.

He is the author of China’s Pot Plant and Miniature Landscape Art of Yangzhou School and
Wei Jinsheng on China’s Pot Plant and Miniature Landscape Art (2004); chief compiler of Panorama
of China’s Pot Plant and Miniature Landscape Art (1998), Highlights of China’s Contemporary Pot
Plant and Miniature Landscape Art (2001),Series of the Art Schools of China’s Pot Plant and
Miniature Landscape Art (2004),Collected Masterpieces in Famous Gardens of China’s Pot Plant
and Miniature Landscape Art (2005),Appreciation of Ancient China’s Pot Plant and Mintature
Landscape Art (2006), Series of China’s Pot Plant and Miniature Landscape Art Styles (2008 )and A
handbook of Skills in Creating China’s Pot Plant and Miniature Landscape Works (2011).
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Preface

The style of the pot plant and miniature landscape art of Yangzhou school,was initiated,
recognized and appreciated in the Ming Dynasty.In the Qing Dynasty the art school was formed
and became popular,with its tradition and uniqueness inherited and promoted after the founding of
the People’s Republic of China.On September 24,1981, Yangzhou Art School was named one of
the five major pot plant and miniature landscape art schools in China after the examination and
approval of the scientific research achievements— Researches into Chinese Pot Plant and
Miniature Landscape Art—conducted by the Bureau of Scientific Research,Education and Design,
General Administration of Urban Development of China and the Bureau of Landscape and Forestry.
Since that, Yangzhou School has been an impo'rtam school in China’s pot plant and miniature
landscape art.After that, Yangzhou pot plant and miniature landscapes entered the five (from the
first to the fifth)national pot plant and miniature landscape art exhibitions and its potted boxwood
“Delicate Cloud”, “Jumping Cloud”, “Moving Cloud”, “Flying Cloud”, “Blue Cloud”, “Colored
Cloud” etc.won the first prize in all the five exhibitions,pocketing five champions in a row.In
1990, its potted boxwood “Jumping Cloud” won the gold medal in Osaka International Flora and
Green Exposition and in 1999 and its potted boxwood “Blue Cloud” won the gold medal in
China’s 99 Kunming International Horticulture Exposition,which earned Yangzhou School a great
fame at home and abroad.

In June,2008 ,the State Council made public a list of national nonmaterial cultural heritage
and the artistic skill of Yangzhou School was included in it.

Not only has Yangzhou inherited the tradition,it has also conducted creative work on the
basis of the tradition.The pot plant and miniature landscape artists in Yangzhou, professionals and
amateurs , keep pace with the times and have come up with water-and-land miniature landscapes,
one of which, “Ancient Trees in Crystal-clear Water” won the top prize in China’s '99 Kunming
International Horticulture Exposition.At the same time,Yangzhou School artists have used
impressionistic method to create pot plants.In 1997, the sparrow plum potted landscape. “Deep
feelings of the Ancient Tree” won a first prize in The Fourth National Pot Plant and Miniature
Landscape Art Competition Exhibition.In the meantime,potted water and mountain landscapes

were in denelpment.In 1997, “Mountain Spring in Rain”,a pot of miniature land,won a first prize
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in  “The Fourth National of Pot Plant and Miniature Landscape Art Competition Exhibition.
Yangzhou School,with concerted efforts and diversity,has made new contributions to China’s pot
plant and miniature landscape art.

The book Yangzhou Pot Plant and Miniature Landscape Art has made a factual record,
objective analysis and comprehensive summary of the art of Yangzhou School,displaying its
innovative vision on the basis of the tradition and exhibiting the artistic features of the traditional
Yangzhou art,innovative water-and-land miniature landscapes,pot plants and miniature landscape
art with the impressionistic style.The purpose of presenting the beautiful works,their appreciation

and the skills in the process of creation is toprovide reference and information for readers.

By the Author
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