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THE STRAW, THE COAL, AND THE BEAN
Fife. ARoaxcfldx o

BY THE BROTHERS GRIMM ## 2485 3

-PSOD

Jakob Grimm (1785—1863) and Wilhelm Grimm (1786—1859): German
authors. The Brothers Grimm, as they are familiarly called, wrote many learned
scientific books, but they are best known to children by their collection of
German fairy and folk stories.

He& A - AELNE (1785—1863 ) JoEiRR - REEH (1786—1859 ) : &
EfER . M THeEytAob s it s, BERRSFAURFEDBE, (B2
MNTFEFHINES, i RO MEE SRR AR A,

FRIRE T

3

1. In a village lived a poor old woman, who had gathered some beans
and wanted to cook them. So she made a fire on her hearth, and that it
might burn more quickly, she lighted it with a handful of straw.

2. When she was emptying the beans into the pan, one dropped
without her observing it and lay on the ground beside a straw. Soon
afterwards a burning coal from the fire leaped down to the two.

3. Then the straw said: “Dear friends, whence do you come here?”

The coal replied: “I fortunately sprang out of the fire. If I had not
escaped by main force my death would have been certain. I should have

hearth n. & observe v. W, JE&EF|

S 1
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been burned to ashes.”

4. The bean said: “I, too, have escaped with a whole skin. But if the
old woman had got me into the pan, I, like my comrades, should have been
made into broth without any mercy.”

“And would a better fate have fallen to my lot?” said the straw. “The
old woman has destroyed all my brethren in fire and smoke; she seized
sixty of them at once and took their lives. I luckily slipped through her
fingers.”

5. “But what are we to do now?” asked the coal.

“I think,” answered the bean, “that as we have so fortunately escaped
death, we should keep together like good companions. Lest a new
mischance should overtake us here, let us go away to a foreign country.”

6. This plan pleased the two others, and they set out on their way
together. Soon, however, they came to a little brook, and, as there was no
bridge, they did not know how they were to get over.

At last the straw said: “I will lay myself across, and then you can
walk over on me as on a bridge.”

7. The straw, therefore, stretched herself from one bank to the other,
and the coal, who was of an impetuous nature, tripped forward quite
boldly on the newly built bridge. But when she reached the middle and
heard the water rushing beneath her, she was, after all, frightened, and
stood still.

8. The straw then began to burn, broke in two pieces, and fell into the
stream. The coal slipped after her, hissed when she sank into the water,
and breathed her last.

The bean, who had prudently stayed behind on the shore, could not

with a whole skin L&, TLEH impetuous adj. M5
lot n. f7iz slipv. ., #E
brethren n. 505511 prudently adv. i§1F, {5HE i

mischance n. 1~3, 9CHE
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help laughing at these events, and
laughed so heartily that she burst.

9. It would have been all over
with her also, if, by good fortune, a
tailor who was traveling in search
of work had not sat down to rest by
the brook. Pitying the poor bean, he
pulled out his needle and thread and
sewed her together. She thanked

him prettily, but, as the tailor used
black thread, beans since then have a black seam.
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BY HELEN HUNT JACKSON &1 « 45§ - "R i
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Helen Fiske Hunt Jackson (1831—1885): An American poet and prose
author of much merit, whose writings appeared under the pen name of “H. H.”
Among her books are “Bits of Travel,” “A Century of Dishonor,” and “Ramona.”

M - JEMTSE - FHF - Awdh (1831—1885) « EEEZIFAR
MR, HREZEL "H. K", GERIEF GriTilid) (HLZEEE)
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1. The golden-rod is yellow;
The corn is turning brown;
The trees in apple orchards
With fruit are bending down.
2. The gentian’s bluest fringes
Are curling in the sun;
In dusky pods the milkweed
rod n. ¥ % dusky adj. 1)
gentian n. ERHEFIEY, AR pod n. 3%
fringe n. milkweed n. FLE B
curl v. % iffi
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Its hidden silk has spun.

. The sedges flaunt their harvest

In every meadow-nook;
And asters by the brookside
Make asters in the brook.

. From dewy lanes at morning

The grapes’ sweet odors rise;
At noon the roads all flutter
With yellow butterflies.

. By all these lovely tokens

September days are here,

With summer’s best of weather,

And autumn’s best of cheer.
%3
CEARERET

FRAE AR T ;

3 5 ] B A SRR

RERREL T
spin v e (3 25 4116 & spun) dewy adj. #&iEH)
sedge n. P lane . /hi
flaunt v. £ ## odor n. Sk
meadow n. Fiith flutter v F; R
nook n. fi1 & token n. #fE, idS

aster n. /B Y



