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were going to the beach.

Mudge had never been




Henry promised

he would like it.

“You’ll like the waves,”

he said.

“And the sand castles.
And the shells.

But don’t drink the water!”
He warned.

“Too salty!™



They went in the car
with Henry’s father.

In Henry’s bag were
green goggles,

a yellow bucket,

an orange shovel,

and a dump truck.




In Mudge’s bag were

a blue bowl,
a jug of water,
half of a bone,

and a tennis ball.



In Henry’s father’s bag were
a book about shells,

six towels,

and a red rubber lobster
he liked

to bring along.




They sang sea songs

all the way.

Henry’s father said
“Yo-ho-ho”

about a hundred times.
Henry acted like a shark.
Mudge just wagged.
They couldn’t wait

to get there.
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The

The ocean was waiting.

It was blue ..
and white

and forever.



