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PREFACE

In the past few decades, the practice of architectural design has developed towards
the postmodern design concept with collage, mixture and coexistence from the
modernism on the basis of functionalism and single typology. Rationality turns to
be the theme of the development clue of architecture from the modernism stage
dominated by the geometric form to the postmodernism stage with multiple
mixing symbols. Both the architecture and the social activities of human penetrate
and promote each other. The history, economics, philosophy, sociology, etc. have
exerted unprecedented influence on the theory and practice of architecture design,
which enable the contemporary buildings to obtain the ecological characteristics
with multi-elements. The thoughts of architecture such as the phenomenology,
semiology, structuralism and deconstruction endow the architecture in this era
with symbolic interpretations and create the works for this era.
The innovative and pioneering architects open up new possibilities of the
functions, space and forms of the architecture with nontraditional innovative
spirit and creative practices. The design methodologies based on the information
technology, such as the nonlinear design, parametric design and virtual
construction, greatly enrich the design measures of the architects, and open the
gate towards the architecture in the new era. The unrealized design creations such
as non-standardization, structural skin, free form and surreal characteristics under
traditional design conditions have displayed themselves with the development of
the digital technology, information technology, structure and material technology.
The architecture breaks through the restraints from the structure and function,
and the shape and space tend to be more complicated and intriguing, displaying
the unique characteristics and times imprinting of the contemporary architecture.
Extensive excellent cases and architectural practices are provided in this book,
which offers architectural cases with different functions, scales, fields and cultural
backgrounds. Readers can spy into the influences and expressions of the above
the mentioned architectural thoughts and design methodology in the excellent
architectural creations, thus achieving thought-provoking inspiration and
apperception.

Wang He
January 28, 2013
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PREFACE

In the past few decades, the practice of architectural design has developed towards
the postmodern design concept with collage, mixture and coexistence from the
modernism on the basis of functionalism and single typology. Rationality turns to
be the theme of the development clue of architecture from the modernism stage
dominated by the geometric form to the postmodernism stage with multiple
mixing symbols. Both the architecture and the social activities of human penetrate
and promote each other. The history, economics, philosophy, sociology, etc. have
exerted unprecedented influence on the theory and practice of architecture design,
which enable the contemporary buildings to obtain the ecological characteristics
with multi-elements. The thoughts of architecture such as the phenomenology,
semiology, structuralism and deconstruction endow the architecture in this era
with symbolic interpretations and create the works for this era.
The innovative and pioneering architects open up new possibilities of the
functions, space and forms of the architecture with nontraditional innovative
spirit and creative practices. The design methodologies based on the information
technology, such as the nonlinear design, parametric design and virtual
construction, greatly enrich the design measures of the architects, and open the
gate towards the architecture in the new era. The unrealized design creations such
as non-standardization, structural skin, free form and surreal characteristics under
traditional design conditions have displayed themselves with the development of
the digital technology, information technology, structure and material technology.
The architecture breaks through the restraints from the structure and function,
and the shape and space tend to be more complicated and intriguing, displaying
the unique characteristics and times imprinting of the contemporary architecture.
Extensive excellent cases and architectural practices are provided in this book,
which offers architectural cases with different functions, scales, fields and cultural
backgrounds. Readers can spy into the influences and expressions of the above
the mentioned architectural thoughts and design methodology in the excellent
architectural creations, thus achieving thought-provoking inspiration and
apperception.
Wang He
January 28, 2013
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22K OFFICE BUILDING

Office building nowadays occupies a pretty high amount only second to residential house. Since we have
entered a wholly new era of information due to the endless stream of emerging high-tech in the 21st
century. The development of office building, as one of the main places to collect and handle information, is
beyond comparison. According to an estimate, over a half of our population will work in office buildings in
the middle of this century. So from this point of view, 21st century is “the century of office building”

As a kind of place to collect, handle and generate various administrative, scientific and commercial
information, office building belongs to the infrastructure construction for social reproduction. It is a kind
of place where information is produced, as well a place where we live. So the comfort level of the office
directly affects the working efficiency of the staff. That is the reason why the requirement of a humanized
design of a modern office building is exalted. Hence it is demanded that the design of the inner space
of an office building should be as favorable to staff’ s working mind and behavior as possible. Similarly,
a balance between the elegant, cozy and humanized outer and inner spatial environment is required. All
these will greatly enhance the physical and psychological development of the staff, as well as the working
efficiency.

Meanwhile, the spatial construction of office building is varying to adapt new official functions and new
requirements for a higher comfort level. It is not only a request for a reasonable schedule of traffic routes,
but also a result of spatial organization with a general consideration of elements such as aesthetics and
technique. A mature and independent development system of office building construction is now gradually
taking shape. Architects of office building are continuously seeking for brand—new design methods and
architectural styles to capture the spirit of the era, and to create office works with the most era features and
modern science and techniques.

It is gradually an important premise of architectural design to develop sustainably, environment- friendly
and energy—savingly. How to maximize the function without the negligence of saving energy, and to make
it a goal to be environment-protecting are among the key considerations of the architects. At present,
the status of office building in the city is getting more and more important as its quality and quantity are
increasing. It has become a significant part of the skyline of the city. Some momentous office buildings are
even considered as landmarks of the city.
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Architects: Dommique PerraultArchltecmre - v
Associate Architects: Shimizu Corporation Architects & Engmeers
EngmeeringArchltects Shimizu CorporatwnAnchatects & Engmeers Ssl
Client: Fukoku Mutual Life Insurance Campany. Iapan . .
Location: Osaka, fapan 0 . )
 Site Area: 3,900 m? ' o
Building Area' 68,500 m? (mcludmg car park)
Photographer: DPA/ADAGP o
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W %%z DPA/ADAGP This tower project for the Fukoku Mutual Life Insurance Company takes inspiratiyon

from the profile of a gigantic tree whose roots proliferate on the surface of the
ground. Splayed at its base, the tower’s outline tapers elegantly as it rises, gracing
the city’s skyline with a vertical asymptote. The contrast between the structure’s
~base and upper regions is accentuated by the treatment of the building’s “bark”,
~ Broad wood chips” on the lower levels gradually give way to a sleek wall. The glass
~ facade is worked into a crescendo of encrusted mirrors at the base, reflecting the
colors of the sky and the surrounding environment. Situated at the exit of Osaka's
~ main train station, the building will become a lasting landmark in the urban
,landscape‘ |
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