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The development of Traditional Chinese Medicine in Taiwan »

Preface

Data from surveys show that more than half of the global population are
treated through traditional medicine practices. The World Health Organization (WHO),
US Food and Drug Administration and EU have all successively released Acts and
Regulations regarding the practice and administration of traditional medicine. The
WHO provided further direction (WHO 2014-2023 traditional medicine strategies)
in 2013. It produced a paper outlining the direction of traditional medicine and
complementary medicine for the next 10 years. The major goal is to promote the safe
and efficient practice of traditional and complementary medicine. WHO statistical
information shows that 69 countries have traditional medicine administration policies
and 119 countries have herb regulation. In addition, from an industry viewpoint, the
global export value of Traditional Chinese Medicine was estimated at 83.1 Billion USD
in 2012. This was an increase of 20% compared with the previous year. The surveys
not only show the global demand, but also that each country is taking notice of
Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) and investing in it. Taiwan is no exception.

The Ministry of Health and Welfare was established on 23 July, 2013. The original
TCM committee in the Department of Health was transferred to the Ministry of Health
and Welfare and re-named as "The Department of Chinese Medicine and Pharmacy"”.
The original level three department was upgraded to a level two department. The
Ministry has promoted several significant TCM administration strategies in recent
years. In TCM services, the Ministry carries out evaluation of TCM hospitals and the
hospitals with a Department of TCM, they implement physician training systems
in the Traditional Chinese Medicine health care facilities, formulate the model for
Western/TCM co-operative care and the TCM day care model, and assist the multiple
development of TCM. In TCM administration, the Ministry has established a border
inspection system for importing Chinese traditional herbs, updated the standard limits
for TCM abnormal substances, published the Taiwan Traditional Chinese Medicine
pharmacopoeia, implemented Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP) in TCM factories,
fostered the establishment of TCM clinical experiment centers, issued licenses for
the new drugs of Traditional Chinese Medicine and implemented the modification
of the Pharmacy Act. All the above strategies are important improvements in TCM
administration.
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This book was specially published to assist the public, both foreign and
domestic, in understanding more about the current situation of Traditional Chinese
Medicine (TCM) in our country. This book contains the organizational, medical, and
pharmaceutical administration of TCM, health education and future prospects. The
book also responds to the strategies for TCM administration launched by the WHO.
The ministry will continually monitor international direction regarding TCM to ensure
Taiwan's leading role across an international platform. By integrating domestic and
foreign resources Taiwan will increase the value of the Traditional Chinese Medicine
industry. The ministry expects to use macroscopic international views to promote the
scientific modernization of TCM. Through this book, the international public will have
a further understanding of the development of TCM in our country.

(T Ol
Minister %7—

The Ministry of Health and Welfare
October, 2014
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