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Explanation of Customs Tariff of Import and
Export of the People’s Republic of China

Customs Tariff of Import and Export of the People’s Republic of China,
which mainly comprises /mport Tariff, Export Tariff, and Domestic
Heading Explanation Notes, is a component part of Regulations of the
People’s Republic of China on Import and Export Duties (hereinafter

referred to as ““ Regulations™).

I. Import Tariff

?
The Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System are
introduced into the goods classification of the Import Tariff. The
columns in the schedule of the /mport Tariff are composed of tariff line,
article description, Most Favored Nation (MFN) tariff rate, Agreement
tariff rate, special preferential tariff rate, and general tariff rate.

(i) Most Favored Nation (MFN) Tariff Rates

According to the Regulations, the MFN tariff rates shall apply to the
import goods originating in the members of the World Trade
Organization providing that the MFN treatment is reciprocal between the
People’s Republic of China and these members, and the import goods
originating in the countries and regions with which the People’s
Republic of China has concluded bilateral agreements that comprises
reciprocal tariff preference clauses, and the import goods originating in
the customs territory of the People’s Republic of China.

Ad valorem rates of the MFN tariffs are described in the column of the
MFN tariff rate, the MFN tariff rates which in the form other than ad
valorem rates are described in the footnotes.

The MFN tariff rates on Specific Information Technology Products are
described in the column of the MFN tariff rate. The tariff lines prefixed
by “ex” indicate their MFN tariff rates apply to the import goods that
conform to the respective article description.

(ii) Agreement Tariff Rates

According to the Regulations, the agreement tariff rates shall apply to
the import goods originating in the countries and regions with which the
People’s Republic of China has concluded a regional trade agreement
that comprises preferential tariff clauses.

According to Asia Pacific Trade Agreement and relevant agreements, the
agreement tariff rates shall apply to certain import goods originating in
the Republic of Korea, the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka,
the People’s Republic of Bangladesh, the Republic of India, and the Lao
People’s Democratic Republic.

According to Framework Agreement on Comprehensive Economic
Co-Operation between China and ASEAN and relevant agreements, the
agreement tariff rates shall apply to certain import goods originating in
Negara Brunei Darussalam, the Kingdom of Cambodia, the Republic
of Indonesia, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, the
Union of Myanmar, the Republic of the Philippines, the Republic of
Singapore, the Kingdom of Thailand, and the Socialist Republic of
Viet Nam.
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According to Free Trade Agreement between the Government of the
People’s Republic of China and the Government of the Republic of Chile
and relevant agreements, the agreement tariff rates shall apply to certain
import goods originating in the Republic of Chile.

According to Free Trade Agreement between the Government of the
People’s Republic of China and the Government of the Islamic Republic
of Pakistan and relevant agreements, the agreement tariff rates shall
apply to certain import goods originating in the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.

According to Free Trade Agreement between the Government of the
People’s Republic of China and the Government of New Zealand and
relevant agreements, the agreement tariff rates shall apply to certain
import goods originating in New Zealand.

According to Free Trade Agreement between the Government of the
People’s Republic of China and the Government of the Republic of
Singapore and relevant agreements, the agreement tariff rates shall apply
to certain import goods originating in the Republic of Singapore.

According to Free Trade Agreement between the Government of the
People’s Republic of China and the Government of the Republic of Peru
and relevant agreements, the agreement tariff rates shall apply to certain
import goods originating in the Republic of Peru.

According to Free Trade Agreement between the Government of the
People’s Republic of China and the Government of the Republic of
Costa Rica and relevant agreements, the agreement tariff rates shall
apply to certain import goods originating in the Republic of Costa Rica.

According to Free Trade Agreement between the Government of the
People’s Republic of China and the Government of the Swiss
Confederation and relevant agreements, the agreement tariff rates shall
apply to certain import goods originating in the Swiss Confederation.

According to Free Trade Agreement between the Government of the
People’s Republic of China and the Government of the Republic of
Iceland and relevant agreements, the agreement tariff rates shall apply to
certain import goods originating in the Republic of Iceland.

According to Mainland /Hong Kong Closer Economic Partnership
Arrangement and Mainland | Macao Closer Economic Partnership
Arrangement and relevant agreements, the zero tariff rates shall apply to
the import goods conforming to the approved rules of origin and
originating in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, China and
the Macao Special Administrative Region, China.

According to Cross-Straits Economic Cooperation Framework Agreement,
the agreement tariff rates shall apply to certain import goods originating
in Taiwan, China.

The agreement tariff rates which in the form of ad valorem and specific
rates and their applicable countries and regions are indicated in the
column of the Agreement Tariff Rate. The agreement tariff rates which
in the form other than ad valorem rates are described in the footnotes.
The table of codes of countries and regions is attached.

(iii) Special Preferential Tariff Rates

According to the Regulations, the special preferential tariff rates shall
apply to the import goods originating in countries and regions with
which the People’s Republic of China has concluded a trade agreement
that comprises special preferential tariff clauses.
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According to the Exchange Letter between the government of the
People’s Republic of China and the related governments, the special
preferential tariff rates shall apply to certain import goods originating in
the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, the People’s Republic of
Bangladesh, the Kingdom of Cambodia, the Union of Myanmar, The
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, The Republic of Angola, The
Republic of Benin, The Republic of Burundi, The Republic of Equatorial
Guinea, The Republic of Togo, The State of Eritrea The Democratic
Republic of Congo, The Republic of Djibouti, The Republic of Guinea,
The Republic of Guinea-Bissau, Union of Comoros, The Kingdom of
Lesotho, The Republic Of Liberia, The Republic of Rwanda, The
Republic of Madagascar, The Republic of Mali, The Republic of
Malawi, The Islamic Republic of Mauritania, The Republic of
Mozambique, The Republic of Niger, The Republic of Sierra Leone, The
Republic of Senegal, The Republic of the Sudan, The Republic of the
South Sudan, The Federal Republic of Somalia, The United Republic of
Tanzania, The Republic of Uganda, The Republic of Zambia, The
Republic of Chad, The Central African Republic, The Islamic Republic
of Afghanistan, The Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal, Democratic
Republic of Timor-Leste, The Independent State of Samoa, The
Republic of Vanuatu, The Republic of Yemen.

The special preferential tariff rates which in the form of ad valorem and
specific rates and their applicable countries and regions are indicated in
the column of the Special Preferential Tariff Rate. The special preferential
tariff rates which in the form other than ad valorem rates are described in
the footnotes. The table of codes of countries and regions is attached.

(iv) General Tariff Rates

The general tariff rates shall apply to the import goods with
undetermined origins and originating in the countries and regions that
are not applicable to the MFN tariff rates, agreement tariff rates, or
special preferential tariff rates.

The general tariff rates which in the form of ad valorem rates are
decribed in the column of the General Tariff Rate. The general tariff
rates which in the form other than ad valorem rates are described in the
footnotes.

(v) Tariff Quota Rates

According to the Regulations, Where the quantity of import goods that
are subject to tariff quota administration in accordance with the
provisions of the State is within the tariff quota, the tariff quota rates
shall apply.

According to Free Trade Agreement between the Government of the
People’s Republic of China and the Government of New Zealand, the
country-specific quota rates shall apply to certain import goods
originating in New Zealand.

All the tariff quota rates are described in the footnotes other than in the
column of the MFN tariff rate.

(vi) Interim Tariff Rates

According to the Regulations, the import goods that are applicable to the
MFN tariff rates, agreement tariff rates, special preferential tariff rates,
and tariff quota rates may apply to the interim tariff rates within a
specific time limit.

Where there are interim tariff rates on import goods to which the MFN
tariff rates are applicable, such interim tariff rates shall apply; where
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there are interim tariff rates on import goods to which the agreement
tariff rates or the special tariff rates are applicable, the lower tariff rates
shall apply; where there are interim tariff rates on import goods to which
the tariff quota rates are applicable, such interim tariff rates shall apply.
Interim tariff rates shall not apply to the import goods to which the
general tariff rates are applicable.

1. MFN Interim Tariff Rates

The MFN Interim Tariff rates are indicated with the fore mark of “A™ in
the column of the MFN tariff rate (for example, “/\8” indicates that the
MFN interim tariff rate on the respective tariff line is 8%). The MFN
interim tariff rates which in the form other than ad valorem rates are
described in the footnotes. The tariff lines prefixed by “ex” indicate their
MFN interim tariff rates apply to the import goods that conform to the
respective article description in these tariff lines.

2. Interim Tariff Quota Rates

The interim tariff quota rates are described in the footnotes other than in
the column of the MFN tariff rate.

I1. Export Tariff

The goods classification of the Export Tariff is consistent with the
Import Tariff. The columns in the schedule of the Export Tariff are
composed of tariff line, article description, and export tariff rate.

According to the Regulations, interim tariff rates may apply to export
goods within a specific time limit. Where there are interim tariff rates on
export goods to which the export tariff rates are applicable, such interim
tariff rates shall apply.

Interim tariff rates of the export goods refer to the “Table of Interim
Tariff Rate on Export Goods”. The tariff lines prefixed by “ex” indicate
their export tariff rates apply to the export goods that conform to the
respective article description in these tariff lines.

III. Tariff Reduction and Exemption

Tariff reduction or exemption granted to import and export goods of
special areas, special enterprises or for special uses, as well as other
temporary tariff reduction or exemption, shall be governed by the
relevant provisions of the State Council.

IV. Abbreviations and Symbols

The abbreviations and symbols used in the Import Tariff and the Export
Tariff are listed in the following table.

i & ALY R VAL R A ) abbreviation or symbol unit
¥ ARt Y Renminbi
kg T kg kilogram
ton N ton metric ton
L AH: Ie liter
m' J7 K m square meter
set 8. & set set
$ FEIT $ US Dollar
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V. Domestic Heading Explanation Notes

Domestic heading explanation notes, which explained by Customs Tariff
Commission of the State Council, are the component parts of the Import
Tariff and the Export Tariff.

VI. Force of the Text

The Chinese version of the Import Tariff and the Export Tariff is
authentic. The English version is for reference only.

VII. Appendix
?

The appendix embodies the Table of Specific Rate and Compound Rate
on Import Goods, the Table of Tariff Quota Rate on Import Goods, and
both Chinese and English versions of the Regulations etc.
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Table of Codes of Countries and Regions

No.

Code

Countries (Group) or Regions

Relevant Countries and Regions

the a;

greement tariff rates

AP

Countries under Asia Pacific Trade

Republic of Korea, Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka,
People’s Republic of Bangladesh, Republic of India, Lao People’s

Agreement . .
Democratic Republic
Negara Brunei Darussalam, Kingdom of Cambodia, Republic of
5 AS Members of ASEAN Indonesia, Lao Pe?ople’s I?emf)cratic Repu.blic, Malaysia, Ur.lion of
Myanmar, Republic of Philippines, Republic of Singapore, Kingdom
of Thailand, Sociatist Republic of Viet Nam
3 SG Republic of Singapore Republic of Singapore
B PK Islamic Republic of Pakistan Islamic Republic of Pakistan
&) CL Republic of Chile Republic of Chile
6 Nz New Zealand New Zealand
7 PE Republic of Peru Republic of Peru
8 CR Republic of Costa Rica Republic of Costa Rica
9 CH Swiss Confederation Swiss Confederation
10 IS Republic of Iceland Republic of Iceland
Hong Kong Special Administrative . . . . .
11 HK . ) Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, China
Region, China
Macao Special Administrative Region, . . . . .
12 MO . Macao Special Administrative Region, China
China
13 ™ Taiwan, China Taiwan, China

the special preferential tariff rates

14

AP

Two countries of APTA

People’s Republic of Bangladesh, Lao People’s Democratic Republic

LD

40 Least Developing Countries

The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, The Republic of
Angola, The Republic of Benin, The Republic of Burundi, The
Republic of Togo, The State of Eritrea, The Democratic Republic of
Congo, The Republic of Djibouti, The Republic of Guinea, The
Republic of Guinea-Bissau, Union of Comoros, The Kingdom of
Lesotho, The Republic of Liberia, The Republic of Rwanda, The
Republic of Madagascar, The Republic of Mali, The Republic of
Malawi, The Republic of Mozambique, The Republic of Sierra Leone,
The Republic of Senegal, The Republic of the Sudan, The Republic of
the South Sudan, The United Republic of Tanzania, The Republic of
Uganda, The Republic of Zambia, The Republic of Chad, The Central
African Republic, The Republic of Niger, The Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan, The Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal, Democratic
Republic of Timor-Leste, The Independent State of Samoa, The
Republic of Vanuatu, The Republic of Yemen, Kingdom of
Cambodia, Union of Myanmar, The People’s Republic of Bangladesh,
The Republic of Equatorial Guinea, The Islamic Republic of
Mauritania, The Federal Republic of Somalia
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Code

Countries (Group) or Regions

Relevant Countries and Regions

16

LD,

38 Least Developing Countries

The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, The Republic of
Angola, The Republic of Benin, The Republic of Burundi, The
Republic of Togo, The State of Eritrea, The Democratic Republic of
Congo, The Republic of Djibouti, The Republic of Guinea, The
Republic of Guinea-Bissau, Union of Comoros, The Kingdom of
Lesotho, The Republic of Liberia, The Republic of Rwanda, The
Republic of Madagascar, The Republic of Mali, The Republic of
Malawi, The Republic of Mozambique, The Republic of Sierra Leone,
The Republic of Senegal, The Republic of the Sudan, The Republic of
the South Sudan, The United Republic of Tanzania, The Republic of
Uganda, The Republic of Zambia, The Republic of Chad, The Central
African Republic, The Republic of Niger, The Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan, The Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal, Democratic
Republic of Timor-Leste, The Independent State of Samoa, The
Republic of Vanuatu, The Republic of Yemen, Kingdom of
Cambodia, Union of Myanmar, The Republic of Equatorial Guinea,
The Federal Republic of Somalia

17

LD,

24 Least Developing Countries

The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, The Republic of
Burundi, The Democratic Republic of Congo, The Republic of
Djibouti, The Republic of Guinea, The Republic of Guinea-Bissau,
The Kingdom of Lesotho, The Republic of Madagascar, The Republic
of Mali, The Republic of Malawi, The Republic of Mozambique, The
Republic of Sierra Leone, The Republic of Senegal, The Republic of
the Sudan, The Republic of the South Sudan, The United Republic of
Tanzania, The Republic of Uganda, The Republic of Chad, The
Central African Republic, The Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, The
Republic of Vanuatu, The Republic of Yemen, The Republic of
Equatorial Guinea, The Federal Republic of Somalia

Kingdom of Cambodia

Kingdom of Cambodia

19

MM

Union of Myanmar

Union of Myanmar

20

LA

Lao People’s Democratic Republic

Lao People’s Democratic Republic
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