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Embarking on the journey

Read the following quotes and decide whether you agree or not.

¢ Learning is like rowing upstream: Not to advance is to drop back.

— Chinese proverb
® Anyone who stops learning is old, whether at 20 or 80.
— Henry Ford

¢ Learning without thought is labor lost.

— Confucius

2 Work in pairs to exchange views about the quotes.




Unit 1 Learning

Stop 1

in pairs to

Paul:
Rachael:
Paul:
Rachael:

Paul:

Rachael:
Paul:

Rachael:

Paul:

Daily communication

role-play it.

Hello, I don’t think we’ve met before.
Hi, I’'m Rachael.
I’m Paul. So, are you one of Mark’s friends?

I know his girlfriend very well. I used to go to

school with her.

Oh, I see. That’s Ann, isn’t it? She and Mark both

major in Translation. What’s your major?
Psychology. What about you?

Finance. I'm trying to save up to travel in South

America.

Wow, that’s great! I went there last year. It’s fantastic!

Where in South America do you want to go?

Everywhere!

1 @ Listen to the following conversation at a party held at the Student Center, and work

Conversation tip

Starting a conversation
with a stranger

No matter what your language
level is, if you are unsure of the
best way to start a conversation
with a stranger, here are some
sure-fire tips:

¢ Start with a “hello”.
¢ Ask a question.
# Offer a compliment.

So, overcome your shyness
and don’t worry about your
accent or pronunciation. You
should strive to be spontaneous
and speak English in a real
setting. After all, you’re not
being tested, and the goal is to
communicate.



Learning Unit 1

2 Work in groups of four to role-play a conversation. Imagine you are at a New Year’s
Eve party, and you haven’t met each other before. Try to use the useful expressions in
the box.

<@ Useful expressions @

Starting a conversation

¢ Excuse me, can I talk to you for a moment? Are you here with your family?
You look familiar. Have I seen you before? Are you on vacation?
Don’t I know you? Haven’t we met before? Do you know anyone here?

The weather is so nice today. Are you from around here? Do you know many people here?

® & 4 o o

¢ & o o

How’s your day going so far? How do you know her?

1 @ Listen to the following conversation between two college students, and work in pairs
to talk about what is troubling Michael.

e SATINE.

Bob:  Hi, Michael. Conversation tip
Michael: Hey, Bob. Good to see you.

Greeting before a
Bob: Me too. How’ve you been? .

conversation
Michael: Not bad, but I just hate my major these days. Courses When you meet someone

like marketing and accounting are so boring. you know, it is normal to

Bob: Well, why did you choose Business and Finance? greet them before you start

r d a conversation. Co-workers
Michael: Um, actually, my parents made that decision for me. .
sometimes shake hands,

They just thought from a career-oriented instead of an while close friends often hug

interest-based perspective. If I'd had my way, I’d have each other when they meet,

picked a liberal arts major, like Literature, Art History, especially if it has been a

or Sociology. long time since they saw each
other.

Bob: Oh, I see.



Unit 1 Learning

2  Work with your partner to role-play a conversation. You are advised to include the
following two parts in the conversation. Try to use the useful expressions in the box.

1) Greet each other.

2) Discuss the key factors when choosing a major, e.g. career prospects or personal interests.

<€ Useful expressions @

Greeting

¢ Nice to see you. ¢ How are things?

¢ Long time no see. ¢ What's new?

¢ What have you been up to? ¢ How’s everything going?

Stop 2  Culture bridge

1 Q Listen to the conversation about differences in education, and work in pairs to discuss
the following questions.

1) What are the differences between American and Chinese ways of learning and teaching?

2) Why do you think Chinese students usually keep silent in class?

P e e

Xiaoyue: Hi! Long time no see, how are you doing?

Lin: Good. What have you been up to?

Xiaoyue: I just came back from the United States — just last week.
Lin: Wow, what were you there for?

Xiaoyue: I went as a visiting student at the Stern School of Business at New York University. I found that

the American way of learning and teaching is very different from that in China.
Lin: Really? I'm curious. What are the differences?

Xiaoyue: In the United States, my professors always clarified information through cases and specific



Lin:

Xiaoyue:

Lin:

Xiaoyue:

Lin:

Xiaoyue:

Learning Unit 1

examples. In China, professors usually focus on the abstract definitions of concepts.

That’s very true. We learn by rote but don’t know how to apply it in real-life situations. That’s
part of the reason why many Chinese students don’t excel at creativity, I think.

Yes, I agree. In one of the classes, some businessmen from big corporations were invited to
explain how their financial operations work. It was really interesting. I learned a lot. That

kind of face-to-face communication with entrepreneurs is a new method of learning for me.
I wish I could have a learning opportunity like that too.

What impressed me most was the atmosphere in the class. Students raise questions frequently
during the lecture, that’s rare in Chinese classrooms. There’s a lot of interaction between the

professor and students in America.

I suppose that’s an example of cultural difference. In China, students tend to be silent in class
because silence is always interpreted as modesty, a great virtue in Chinese culture. When
students don’t understand something, they tend to talk to their professors during the break or

after class.

Yes, you’re right.




Unit 1 Learning

2 Work in groups of four to discuss the following questions. Select one member in your
group to take notes and report the group’s ideas to the class.

1) Do you agree or disagree with Xiaoyue and Lin? Why or why not?
2) What do you think are the advantages of studying abroad as a visiting student or an exchange student?

3) What do you think can be done to improve China’s college education?

Activity 2

1 @ Listen to the following conversation about the gap year, and answer the following

questions.

1) What is a gap year?

2) When do people take a gap year?
3) What are the advantages of taking a gap year? Culture

Lij: Do students in the U.K. go to university right after high
school? In China, we graduate in June and take the

university entrance examination in the same year.

Oliver: Well, some British students do start university in September
after they finish high school in the summer. But now it’s

quite popular to take a gap year, or a year out.
Lsit . What do British students usually do in their gap year?

Oliver: A gap year can be partly about getting some work
experience, for example, you might just work for part of
the year and earn some money in order to travel afterward.
Some people just travel to visit lots of different places,
and other people live and work abroad for a while. You
could also do some volunteer work, such as working in an

orphanage. Volunteering abroad is one of the most popular

things that people do in their gap year.



Iix:

Learning Unit 1

Do professors think that a gap year is a positive thing?

Oliver: Absolutely. Professors believe it will have positive impacts on students and they think it’s a

s

fantastically mind-expanding and educational experience.

I went straight to university. I would’ve loved to have a gap year, but it’s too late now!

Oliver: Not everyone decides to have a gap year before university. Some take their gap year after they

2 Work in pairs to discuss the following questions.

1
2)

3)
4)

graduate — it’s never too late!

Would you take a gap year if you could? Why or why not?

Where would you go and how long would you stay there

if you decide to take one?

What would you do during your gap year?

What would you hope to learn during your gap year?
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Stop 3  Points of view

1 Read the following statements by Jack and Henry, and match the supporting ideas with
their statements about humanities education.

Jack Henry
An education in An education in humanities is
humanities is at most a productive exactly because it
pastime and at worst a makes us into more responsible
waste of money. individuals and allows us to

become masters of our own lives.

Jack

Henry

Supporting ideas

A. A humanities education will never deliver a person to the moon.

B. A humanities education may not necessarily bring higher future income. It would, rather, allow us to
assess ( ¥ ) the joys and sorrows of the human experience through history.

C. A humanities education allows us to find meaning in what we do.

D. A humanities education will not help fight against cancer.

. A humanities education takes us away from elusive ( #3234 ) and even silly pursuits, and refocuses
our minds on the quality of human life.

F. A humanities education will not help us erect bridges or buildings. In other words, a humanities

education cannot be economically productive.

2  Work in pairs to discuss whose view you are in favor of, and elaborate on your points with
specific examples.
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1 Read the following expressions that could be useful for opening a presentation.
Ladies and gentlemen, thank you very much for coming today.

Thank you for finding the time to come and join me in this presentation.

The purpose of today’s presentation is to discuss how we can ...

I've invited you here to ...

Now let me begin by ... Secondly ... And finally ...

I B S .

I'd be very happy to invite you to ask questions at the end of the session.

I At the end, I'd be very glad to answer any of your questions.

2 Suppose you are a member of an English debating club. You are going to give a presentation to
promote your club to the newly arrived freshmen at your university. Refer to the following
two examples of how to open a presentation and then spend five minutes individually

preparing your opening.

Example 1
“Ladies and gentlemen, thank you very much for coming along here today. I hope you’ll find my

presentation interesting. The purpose of today’s presentation is to tell you some of the basic facts about

our club.
Now let me begin by . Secondly, I want to . And finally I would like to
finish off by . I’d be very happy to invite you to ask questions at the end of the session

and I’m sure there’ll be plenty of time for us to discuss some of the points that have been raised.”

Example 2
“Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen. Thank you for finding the time to come and join me in this

presentation this afternoon. My name is , ’'m . P’ve invited you
here to . First, I"d like to . Then I'd like to . And
thirdly, I'd like to . At the end of my presentation, I’d be very glad to answer any

of your questions.”



