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Foreward

I am pleased to write the foreword for this publication titled “Dancing
with the gods — African Exquisite Carving Art”, which seeks to present the
ancient civilization and beauty of the multiple cultures of the African people.
The book and the Exhibition of African Exquisite Carving Art, will present
the readers and visitors an opportunity to learn and enrich their knowledge
on Africa, the cradle of mankind, that has greatly influenced the civilization
and cultures of other people’s and regions around the world.

The Exhibition of African Exquisite Carving Art and this book will
deepen the insight of the readers and visitors, on the magical glamour of
African Arts presented through various ways especially crafts, and the
traditional life of Sub-Saharan Africa.

China and Africa are separated by valleys and aisles of vast landmarks
and seas but the river and spirit of China-Africa Friendship dating hundreds
of years runs a long course promoting and fostering closeness between
different cultures and peoples and enriching the beauty of the diverse but
harmonious world culture.

To the Chinese readers and visitors, this book and Exhibition will
assist in having a better understanding and appreciation of the African
Multi-Cultures and Arts. It will also help in the strengthening the existing
friendship between the people of Africa and China and contribute to the
growing culture and people to people exchanges and development between
Africa and China.

As the African saying goes “If you want to go fast, go alone, if you
want to go far, go together.”

I am pleased to take this opportunity to congratulate and wish the

“Dancing with the gods — African Exquisite Carving Art” great success.

Amb. Michael D.M.Kinyanjui, MBS
Ambassador of the Republic of Kenya to the People’s Republic of China
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Address

As a magic continent, Africa attracts the attention from the whole world in terms of the specific
and mysterious culture. In the long-term history, it was not only the cradle of human civilization but
also had splendid culture created by different countries, states, tribes or clans with varied habits and
traditions, presenting their fascinating charm.

The carving art has been played very important role in Africa, especially, the core territory of
middle and western Africa in the southern Sahara desert. So far, at present, the different types and styles
of African sculptures have been through thousand years’ development and innovation, from the Nok
sculptures (the oldest sculptures in western Africa) to mature Ife sculpture, and then the delicate Benin
sculpture with exquisite craftwork. African sculptures is not only a kind of carving art, more importantly,
it reflects the local tradition and habits, religion and beliefs. Besides, it symbolizes the memory and
reverence toward their ancestor, expressing the primitive spiritual needs and perception to the nature,
society and the world. As a result, the varied styles such as weird and abstract or realistic and vivid
sculptures are created representing the real expression in their mind, and showing the unique beauty of
simplicity, which also deeply make a great effect on the development of the modern art to the west.

The African sculptures are created by African people based on thousand years’ old cultural
accumulation and crystallization of wisdom. Meanwhile, our ancient ancestors also created their
splendid culture in Sichuan, China. To some extent, the artifacts from different regions and period are
so familiar with each other, such as the figurines of king and bronze standing figure, varied masks,
scepters and animal figurines, they might be the common spiritual reorganization toward their own
ancestors and gods and remain the space and room to promote the cultural exchange and discussion
between us as well.

This exhibition is co-hosted by Chengdu Jinsha Site Museum and Beijing Wenbozhijia Cultural
Development Co.,Ltd. Particularly, it is the first special exhibition on African culture, and totally 190
artifacts are displayed in terms of living goods, symbolic items for power, sculptures, masks, ritual
artifacts and so on. All these artifacts (17--19 century) are created in southern Sahara desert, Africa.
Hopefully, this exhibition will not only bring us unique experience to enjoy the African art, but also
draw us attention on the underlying cultural information so that we may experience their life and
understand their attitude to lives. At the same time, this is a good opportunity to increase the culture
exchanges and dialogue, and will greatly promote the understanding and reorganization to African
culture. It will also provide more opportunities to take international cultural cooperation in future.
Finally, I"d like to express my sincere appreciation to our staff for your hard working, and wish we

have fully successful exhibition.

Wang Yi
Director of Chengdu Museum

Director of Jinsha Site Museum
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Introduction

Africa is a magical continent. It not only has a mix of terrain,
exceptionally abundant resources of animals and plants, but also has
a long history of ancient civilizations and unique regional culture.
The famous ancient Egyptian civilization was born to the north of
the Sahara Desert and the unique local black civilization born to the
south. On this land, the African people have fused art, daily life and
religion distinctively with their extraordinary wisdom and imagination,
which presented especially on the carving arts in Central and Western
Africa. Artworks of countless wide range of different purposes and
attractiveness from the basic necessities of life to music and dance,
from the ritual of worship to festivals, not only carry the memory of
the primitive history, but also reflect the real view of the world and
life. Its original rustic yet tension-filled performance style, showing
intense beauty of nature and life, highlighting the distinctive cultural
characteristics, makes the African sculpture a lustrous pearl of world
civilization, as well brings inspiration and influence on the development
of modern Western art.

190 carving artworks were selected from the areas to the south of
Sahara Desert from the 17th century to the 19th century. These beautifully
crafted household items, gods’ statues with different postures, all kinds
of ritual masks and witchcraft instruments to communicate. Souls show
us a picture of colorful African art and shorten the distance between
the African people and us. Let us feel the spiritual world of traditional

Africans and experience the most innocent of worship and awe...
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Nowadays, Africa, with poor natural and climate
conditions, was once an earlier development area of
agriculture in human history. The development of
agriculture has brought a settled life, also has laid the
foundation for the prosperity of the art of carving. The
Africans adorn every corner of their life with superb
carving art. They carve vivid images of people,
animals or Gods on various articles for daily use, and
combine practicability, decoration and religiousness
aptly. Its simple and plain style makes people have
extraordinary aesthetic interests. Art comes from
life, and will go into it. It is because the African
people love and appreciate life that they endow these

ordinary articles life and emotion.
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