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PREFACE TO CHINESE EDITION

One of the greatest pleasures that teachers have is to find
students who have listened to their ideas and then applied those
ideas in their own work. Their willingness to try out the ideas
leads to deeper knowledge and often a personal commitment to
spread those ideas to others. The ultimate goal and reward of
teaching is for the ideas to live beyond the teacher and continue to
help others in their own work.

It is beyond doubt that Dr. Renfeng is part of the global
community of “Westgard scholars” who have learned the lessons
of the Westgard approach. He has made the commitment to
expanding and spreading those teachings, so they are properly
interpreted and translated for application in Chinese medical
laboratories. We sincerely thank him for his efforts and count
him as one of our most dedicated disciples in spreading our
message about the importance of managing and assuring the
quality of laboratory tests. We are fortunate to find laboratory
scientists worldwide who recognize the importance of “good

laboratory practices” for evaluating and controlling the quality of
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laboratory examination processes.

Together with my son Sten, we continue to expand these
teaching and integrate new concepts from Six Sigma Quality
Management as well as technical guidance from ISO 15189. Basic
Quality Control Practices is part of a trilogy that also includes
Basic Method Validation and Basic Quality Management
Systems. We look forward to having all three of these books
translated and available to Chinese medical laboratories.

Last but certainly not least, we thank Quality Lab for
supporting the translation and publication of Basic QC Practices.

The rapid rise of China's medical community has been
breathtaking to behold. Some of the biggest most technically
advanced laboratories in the world now reside in China. To
accompany all of that size and engineering sophistication, we
must make sure that the medical technologists, section
managers, and laboratory chiefs possess the basic skills of quality
control. Once the basics are mastered, there is no limit to the

advancements that Chinese labs will make.

James O. Westgard, PhD
2015. 5
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