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Briel Introduction to

Confucian Temple in Pingyao

Pingyao Confucian Temple has a long history

of 1400 years. Originally it was built in the prima-
ry Zhenguan Year of Tang dynasty, so it is one of
the early Confucian temples set in county seats of
China and is listed as important cultural relics pro-
tected by the state government. The Dacheng hall
in the temple was rebuilt in the third Dading Year
of Jin Dynasty (1163) and it keeps the original
construction style of Song and Jin dynasties. It is
the only available construction built in song and Jin

dynasties. The temple covers an area of 40 580
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square meters and, as far as its size is concerned, it
stands second behind Qufu Confucian Temples
among all Confucian temples in China.

The buildings in the temple show a general
layout of Ming — Qing dynasties’ style to describe
its Confucian culture with ample connotation and
complicated order. Together with Kuixing Loft
and Wenchang Attic on the city walls, and Wen-
chang Temple and Yunlu alley at foot of the city
walls, the Confucian temple is an organic part of
the Confucian construction system in Pingyao.

When the temple was opened to the public at
its original address some exhibitions have been held
in it. In sections to serve sacrificial rites like
Dacheng hall, there scatter colorful statues groups
of Confucius, and his four associaters, ten top fol-
lowers and 72 well known students. These statues
are unique in all Confucian temples in China. In
Minglun Hall there holds a Confucianism Exhibi-
tion in which it shows Confucius’ s whole life,
valuable collections of the four treasures of the
study, writing brush, ink stick, ink lab and pa-
per, and an exhibition of education history in an-

cient China as well. In east section of school a pro-
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fessional photographic exhibition is held. It is the
unique of the alike in whole China and in the exhi-
bition masterpiece works by Chinese famous pho-
tographers like Sha Fei and Wu Yinxian are collect-
ed and on show. Besides, here is an important ex-
hibiting section for annually Pingyao International
Photographic Day. Pingyao Exhibition Hall is set-
tled in the west section of school.

In Pingyao Confucian temple the most con-
spicuous Chinese Imperial Examination Museum lo-
cates in Chaoshan Academy of Classic Learning and
Zhunjing loft. Currently the biggest Chinese exhi-
bition of imperial history is held to show rules,
substance, anecdote and even fraudulent practices
of the examination with its plenty exhibits of origi-
nal object or copy. A piece of examination paper is
the most eye — catching on which there is imperial
handwriting of Number one in first class by Wanli
Emperor in Ming Dynasty. The piece is the only
available original copy of Zhuangyuan examination
paper by Zhao Bingzhong in 26th Wanli Year
(1598). Zhuangyuan is title for number one ex-
aminee. The treasure paper is presented by Zhao

Huanbin, zhuangyuan Zhao’s 13 — generation
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grandson. The paper has been included in the list
of the important relics protected by the state gov-
ernment. Besides, in the museum there is palace
on — spot examination paper by another zhuangyuan
Zhang Jianxun in 15th Guangxu Year in Qing Dy-
nasty (1889). Since the paper was stone printed
examination paper approved by the emperor, it is
of great value.

Pingyao Confucian Temple demonstrates its
graces with its Confucian culture, classic construc-
tion complex and valuable historical exhibits. The
temple has attracted great attention and admiration
from home and abroad. The temple provides plenty
detailed and accurate references for study on Chi-
nese ancient education history and the original and
evolution of Chinese traditional ethics. Pingyao
Confucian Temple is the unique tourist spot to
show Confucism and imperial examinational cul-
ture. The new development of tourism spot and the
opening of Chinese Imperial Examination Museum
have successfully filled the gap of humanism to

tourism in ancient city Pingyao.
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