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UNIT 1

Transmission of Letters
and Numbers + Standard
Words and Phrases

The most important aspect of radio
communication is that the message gets across
clearly and quickly and that the frequency is
not blocked unnecessarily. The phonetic
alphabet is used to ensure correct
understanding of transmitted letters. Certain
rules in transmitting letters and numbers are
introduced in this unit to ensure correct
understanding between pilots and controllers.
Standard words and phrases are devised to
make the radio communication quick and

effective.



Lesson 1 Pronunciation of Letters and Numbers

1.1 Pronunciation of Letters "' (Table 1-1)

Table 1-1 Phonetic alphabet

Letter Word Pronounced Letter Word Pronounced
A Alpha AlL-fah N November no-VEM-ber
B 3ravo BRAH-voh 0] Oscar 0SS-kah
C Charlie CHAR-lee ) Papa Pa-PAH
D Delta DELL-tah Q Quebec key-BECK
E Echo ECK-OH R Romeo ROW-meoh
F Foxtrot FOKS-trot S Sierra see-AIR-ah
G Golf GOLF T Tango TANG-go
H Hotel ho-TELL U Uniform YOU-nee-form
| India IN-deeah A% Victor VICK-ta
J Juliette JEW-lee-ETT w Whisky WISS-key
K Kilo KEY-loh X X-ray ECKS-RAY
L Lima LEE-mah Y Yankee YANG-key
M Mike MIKE z Zulu Z0O0-loo
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® According to ICAQO, when transmitting individual letter, instead of saying

“A” or “B”, which can be confused with “I” and “D” over the radio. we say

“Alpha” and “Bravo”.

® When transmitting single letter, the words in Table 1-1 are used. We
should stress the syllables in capitals. Thus, in the word “November”, the

second syllable “VEM?” is emphasized so that it is pronounced “no-VEM-

ber”.

1.2 Pronunciation of Numbers
1.2.1 Pronunciation of Single Numbers & Numeral Element (Tablel —2)

Table 1-2 Pronunciation of numbers

Numbers or Numeral Element Pronunciation

0 ZE-RO

1 WUN

2 TOO

3 TREE

4 FOW-er

5 FIFE

6 SIX

7 SEV-en

8 AIT

9 NIN-er
decimal DAY-SEE-MAL
hundred HUN-dred
thousand TOU-SAND

® According to ICAO, single digits and numeral elements should be
transmitted as specified in Table 1-2. The syllables in capitals should be

stressed. For example, the two syllables in “ZE-RO” are given equal

emphasis, whereas the first syllable of “FOW-er”

emphasis.

is given primary



Lesson 1  Pronunciation of Letters and Numbers (@

1.2.2 Transmission of Combination Numbers (Table 1-3)

Table 1-3 Transmission of numbers

Numbers Spelling Transmitted as
10 One zero WUN ZE-RO
75 Seven five SEV-en FIFE
100 One hundred WUN HUN-dred
583 Five eight three FIFE AIT TREE
2 500 Two thousand five hundred TOO TOU-SAND FIFE HUN-dred
5 000 Five thousand FIFE TOU-SAND
11 000 One one thousand WUN WUN TOU-SAND
25 000 Two five thousand TOO FIFE TOU-SAND
38143 Three eight one four three TREE AIT WUN FOW-er TREE

® Generally combination numbers are transmitted by pronouncing each
number separately.

® Whole hundreds and whole thousands are transmitted by pronouncing each
number followed by HUN-DRED and TOU-SAND.

® Combinations of thousand and whole hundreds are transmitted by
pronouncing each digit in the number of thousands followed by the word
THOUSAND and the number of hundreds followed by the words
HUNDRED.

EXERCISES

I . Read the following letters, group letters and numbers.
1. AZBMV, CFYTH, DIULP, FNXFS, GWFQS, KOQBR
2. 3 000, 9 600, 10 200, 2 500, 18 500, 35 000
3. 1205, 0915, 1845, 1030, 0255
. Practice the following pattern according to the examples.
1. Letter Practice

Example:

P: Alpha Control,G-ABCD now VYK,

C:G-ABCD, next report PSN.

(1) D-CAER YKD SXL

(2) PPHVHK TRI AUR

(3) FFTMPN VOQ NZT
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Ir.
1,

(4) A-BEDS PLM ZFV
(5) C-EQUM ADE FVL

. Number Practice

Example:

P: Hong Kong Departure, V-HEAG, reaching 3 000 feet.
C: VAG, climb to FL 120 and contact 127. 1.

(1) 3 500 130 121.3

(2) 4 800 150 123.7

(3) 6 000 180 132.4

(4) 7 800 110 121.8

(5) 5900 140 131.7

Circle the numbers you hear. ‘ (FE S 455 Lesson 1)
50 40 05 04
72 27 37 73
35 25 52 53
10 90 09 01
205 250 502 520
911 191 119 919
060 600 606 006
010 001 100 101
126 621 162 216
850 805 508 580
974 794 497 479
810 180 801 108

Write down what you hear. ‘ (S8 — 45 Lesson 1)

V.
1.
2.
3.
4.
9.
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NOTE
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