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| The preface I

The “QiangZhai” on the road

Xi YongJun

A photographer,it seems to be doomed on the road in his life. Just only on the
road,there are good scenery, humanities and stories. Photography can not be
reguired reading thousands of books, but must be traveling thousands of miles.

Photographer don't like a writer. Writer can write while drinking coffee in his study.
Inspiration is coming, he ban even write a wonderful sentence in the bathroom. But
photographer must be firmly and resolutely walk out of the study, out of the sitting
room, to the rich or poor, harvest or desolate field, to the vilage by earth smoke
curled up ,to the prosperous city, to the noisy street- -

As a photographer, Xu Xian always practice the old adage " Traveling thousands
of miles "as if it is his destiny. Moreover, he even went further, from the hustle and
bustle of Han area to noiseless Qiang area. Every time he set out alone, every time
his partner is a jeep, from Chengdu to Aba Qiang people's main settlement——
Wenchuan,Lixian and Maoxian.

Aba prefecture is vast and sparsely, populated area of more than eighty
thousand sguare Klometers, is the Chengdu seven times; but the population is less
than milions, only one over fourteen of Chengdu. Xu Xian are familiar with mountains
and rivers of there, plants and the four seasons. He is a man who willing. In order to
photograph Qiang systematically, he chosed the Wenrchuan the Qiang habitation as
the main location and Longxi township in Wenchuan as the main point. As a result,
from the beginning of the shooting, the concept of the image as the QiangZhai
anthropology is naturally produced.

As a photographer, Xu Xian has two idols: one is the ZhuangXueBen (1909-1 984),
one is the August sander (August sander, 1876-1964). The former was a pioneer
of Chinese images of anthropology, documentary photography masters. The latter
Is " Balzac who use lens " Germany outstanding image master of anthropology. the
witness of the twentieth century , he had been lionised as "use lens Balzac".

The power of idols is infinite. At the beginning of shooting "QlangZhai', Xu Xian
is determined by both the Chinese and foreign documentary photography masters
for example, started his “QiangZhal” shooting trip. He knew that the road of master
are not repeatable. The 21st century QiangZhai, neither Westwood by Thornton was
taken nor " border area nation" by ZhuangXue shot in the thirties last century, its style
have passed out of existence.

Decade of ZhuangXue, through the four provinces of Sichuan, Yunnan, Gansu,
Qinghai area. Xu Xian wants to gain further insight into just only one place by ten
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years, only to shoot one nation -- Qiang. A person's whole life can have how many
ten years? To make such a decision, need what kind of courage? I'm thinking, if let
me make such a decision, | would grow a lot of white hair at the temples immediately.

In this way, from December 2001, accidentally, Xu Xian went into QiangZhai
is located IixianPuxi in the depths of the mountains with my camera , inadvertently
knock on the ancient land. More than a decade, Xu Xian with his dreams, almost
some stubbornly focused on QiangZhai with camera almost some kind of stubbornly,
practice his understanding of image about anthropology by efforts. He wrote n
the { film's handbook) : "l try to use a representative record images of the original
ecological Qiang district,mnake more people understand the splendid culture of
ancient peoples. From one simple image of the Qiang people to another, show the
real. simple and industrious scene of Qiang people.

As much god worship rimland nation, from live beside aquatic plants three
thousand years ago, to live in valley now, Qiang people's life is asimple, quiet, and
happy: the warmth of the fireplace, the exquisite Qiang embroidery, the force and
beauty "ouzz" (sheepskin drum dancing), the ShiBiwith integrating spirit into daily Ife ...

For many years, in order to make his images, as far as possible with the double
value of art and anthropology, Xu Xian’ s lens has been through Qiang people in
different age, identity and personality: women embroidering Qiang embroidery ,
children go to school, youth working in the fields, serene old man, ShiBi that connect
god directly... His lens gradually to grab the spirit connotation in the same blood
containing. Seemingly different faces, eyes, camera position and composition, is the
same spirit of a nation.

We see in this image of QlangZhai, some family photos, even consist people of
whole vilage. Like a symphony, fore Qiang people that going through the 2008 "5.12
Wenchuan earthguake',are precious especially .

Of course, this kind method of shots , pioneer is not Xu Xian. It is a new way of
portrait photography pioneered by Sander. This way of photography was used as
early as in shooting native vilagers Westwood by " Balzac who use lens ". 'l shot
in Qiang for many years, some of the images also adopted the way of ceremony,
humanities type to Qiang family . This way for me is a kind of respect from my heart.
Respect Qiang friends been shoot need a ritual of etiquette to record them." Xu Xian
explains. Photograph of Xu Xian in Qiang,just is glancing back and greet to master
Thornton and ZhuangXueBen.

As a photographer, more than a decade, Xu Xian consecrating his creative
passion and love of photography to ' nation live on cloud-Qiang nation". Now, he
is still on the road. | don't know he will encounter what kind of scenery, feeling what
kind of humanity, teling us what kind of story? As Xu Xian’ s friend for years and
the editor of this book, | am convinced that the image he giving us in future will be
wonderful as usual.

November 26(th),2014
ChengDu
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Walk in Qiang area with heart

XuXian

One day in 2001, by a chance, | went into Puxi Qiang area, a little-known
area in Wenchuan County of Sichuan with my camera. Inadvertently | opened
this ancient land. | had the honor to know a Young man of Qiang named
YuYongQin as friend who had the very deep research in Qiang national minority
culture. His characteristic sincerity touched me, moved me. We became good
friends. With his help, my spiritual journey of the Qiang area began. | used the
camera to record their life , production, religion and so on.

Longxi is away from the county seat more than 30 kilometers. The
most part of village is distributed in the half mountainside of AL ditch. The
main transportation vehicle is the tractor. From the township government to
AL village there is less than 10 km, but rugged and uneven. It was extremely
inconvenient. It is mostly on foot to walk out of the cottage. Only off-road
vehicles could pass. The difficulties of walking I can still remember.

In the Longxi township, there stood calmly 600 year historical ancient
Qiang pillboxes in the mountain deep place. The testimony of Qiang national
minority's history. The Qiang rooms that has more than one hundred year even
to be preserved perfectly. The simple people in here lived the carefree and
content idyllic life.

The Qiang people of Longxi Township have many intact and original

stockaded village.most of these stockaded village built semi-alpine zone,
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located in the strategic place. | remember one day in October 2007, | visited
a stockaded village in Longxi mountain — the gate village. Mileage is only
15 kilometers, but Hill Road is very narrow, my jeep just only could through.
Corner of the Hill, half a wheel was on the outside. Road hard is beyond
thinking, which | shot in Qiang areas one of the most difficult.15 km road took
my 5 hours.

In later photography, whenever | entered the Qiang stockaded village,
some little children gathered round me, was looking at my lens and said with
the childish voice: “Uncle, makes a picture to me ok?” When | look at these
naive and lovable children, my heart then was hold by something inexplicable,
then | turn my lens around these lovable children.

For years photography, lets my heart accept the ancient Qiang civilization
unceasingly in the baptism, becomes tranquiler. My lens also become more
and more unadorned, no exaggerate color, no artificial model, no impact, only
one heart with tranquilly and respect in it . All photographies by pressing down
the sincere shutter in the natural harmony. Through my lens, records my Qiang
national minority friend's ordinary life and their ordinary and splendid story.
Also recording histories by my heart.

The rendered image of this book do not include all Qiang area, for
example BeiChuan etc.But this book also can see whole by peeping segment. |
hope more people can know and understand the Qiang nationality by my video

record. This is my original intention.

| e | 13 |



mmx CONTENTS

=/ £FNR

il
% 1



il JU

£ 3F [ LERAK EAEF /HEREL %55 / JEERRM



1/ EFIN



B HEEMAMIN SR ITE MR, BEEE, TR
1R E SR B2,

MAKBRZHIIT ATZS . —F B EFNEEPEE—TEER
HE, R RATE, I RO FUKEE S EENA T, B
EREREHEE SRR AR MRNEST,

MR E XSS L, LIS HEE, L L H A
SRERHTIE BB, 1L 10 B S E I TR T RR .

WX ERESHEN, BT BRI — 2Rk
SRAROLBIS(IIRE) ‘

BH, EBNEE, T—ERORESES, ISR F
Rt

BHENEE, XA REENEGEE, FEEE, EETE,
EXHNEES, RIFRTHA? BRTHA? BB THA? BIE
B THA?

18, —MABRIERS, —RERBHNIS, S EXEEETS|
BT BB

L, BRI SRR e S BB 2 MR, EFHIXEH
BRI, (RLEEN, FERRNESR S —ETh. BELHME
BHRE, F— A MERERIIS S CRENET 5%,

AR RS bic RE S M A S A TEME T LR £ ipidig,
HEZABRSER

(TETE XEEPENSSNELERHIS O

—BiFE

BB P15 )7 ) www. ertongbook. com




