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COLUMBUS AND THE EGG

Christopher Columbus discovered America on the 12th of
October, 1492. spent eighteen years in planning for that
wonderful firstm which he made across the Atlantic O-
cean. The thoughts and hopes of the best part of his life had
been given to it. He had talked and argued with sailors and
scholars and princes and kings,saying,”I know that,by sailing
west across the great ocean,one may at last reach lands that
have never been visited by Europeans.” But he had been
laughed at as a foolish dreamer ,and few people had any faith in
his projects.

At last, nowever, the king and queen of Spain gave him
ships with which to make the trial voyage. He crossed the o-
cean and discovered strange lands,inhabited by a people unlike
any that had been known before. He believed that these lands
were a part of India. '

When he returned home with the news of his discovery
there was great rejoicing,and he was hailed as the hero who
had given a new world to Spain. Crowds of people lined the
streets through which he passed,and all were anxiousto do him
honor. The king and queen welcomed him to their palace and
listened with pleasure to the story of his voyage. Never had so
great respect been shown to any common man.

But there were some who were jealous of the discoverer,
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and as ready to find fault as others were to praise. “Who is this

Columbus?” they asked, “and what has he done? Is he not a

- pauper pilot from Italy? And could not any other seaman sail
across the ocean just as he has done?”

One day Columbus was at a dinner which a Spanish gen-
tleman had given in his honor, and several of these persons
were present. They were proud, qdnceited fellows, and they
very soon began to try to make Columbus uncomfortable.

“You have discovered str/gl};‘ée lands beyond the sea, ”they
said. “But what of that? We do not see why there should be so
much said about it. Anybody can sail across the ocean ;and any-
body can coast along the isiands on the other side,just as you

" have done. It is the simplest thing in the world. ”

Columbus made no answer; but after a while he took an
egg from a dish and said to the company,” Who among you,
gentlemen ;can make this egg stand on end?”

One by one those at the table tfied the experiment. When
the egg had gone entirely around and none had succeeded, all
said that it could not be done.

Then Columbus took the egg and struck its small end gen-
tly upon the table so as to break the s\ﬁé/n,a little. After that
there was no trouble in making it stand upright.

“Gentlemen,” said he, “what is easier than to do this
which you said was impossible? It is the simplest thing in the

world. Anybody can do it after he has been shown how.”
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Salt

. Henry van Dyke

“Ye are the salt of the earth. "Matthew 5.13.

This figure of speech is plain and pungent. Salt is savory,
purifying , preservative. It is one of those superfluities which the
great French wit defined as “things that are very necessary.”
Form the very beginning of human history men have set a high
value upon salt and sought for it in caves and by the seashore.
The nation that had a good supply was counted rich. A bag of
salt,among the barbarous tribes;was worth more than a man.
The Jews prized it especially , because they lived in a warnm cli-
mate where food was difficult to keep,and because their reli-
gion laid particular emphasis on cleanliness, and because salt
was largely used in their sacrifices.

Christ chose an image which was familiar, when He said to
His disciples, “Ye are the salt of the earth. ”This was His con-
ception of their mission, their influence. They were to cleanse
and sweeten the world in which they lived ,to keep it from de-
cay,to give a new and more wholesome flavor to human exis-
tence. Their function was not to be passive, but active. The
sphere of its action was to be this present life. There is no use
in saving salt for heaven. It will not be needed there. Its mission
is to permeate,season,and purify things on earth.

Men of privilege without power are waste material. Men of
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enlightenment without influence are the poorest kind of rub-
bish. Men of intellectual and moral and religious culture, who
are not active forces for good in society,are not worth what it
costs to produce and keep them. If they pass for Christians they
are guilty of obtaining respect under false pretenses. They were
meant to be the salt of the earth. And the first duty of salt is to
be salty.

This is the subject on which I want to speak to you today.
The saltiness of salt is the symbol of a noble, powerful, truly
religious life.

You college students are men of privilege. It costs ten
times as much,in labor and care and money, to bring you out
where you are today,as it costs to educate thd average man,
and a hundred times as much as it costs to raise a boy without
aﬁy education. This fact brings you face to face with a ques-
tion: Are you going to be worth your salt?

You have had mental training,and plenty of instrucfion in
various branches of learning. You ought to be full of intelli-
.gence. You have had moral discipline, and the influences of
good example have been steadily brought to bear upon you.
You ought to be full of principle. You have had religious advan-
tages and abundant inducements to choose the better part. You
ought to be full of faith. What are you going to do with your
intelligence, your principle,your faith? It is your duty to make
active use of them for the seasoning,the cleansing, the saving of
the world. Don’t be sponges. Be the salt of the earth.
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Think, first ,of the influence for good which men of intelli-
gence may exercise in the world,if they will only put their cul-
ture to the right use. Half the troubles of mankind come from
ignorance, —ignorance which is systematically organized with
societies for its support and newspapers for its dissemination , —
ignorance which consists less in not knowing things, than in
willfully ignoring the things that are already known. There are
certain physical diseases which would go out of existence in ten
years if people would only remember what has been learned.
There are certain political and social plagues which are propa-
gated only in the atmosphere of shallow self-confidence and
vulgar thoughtlessness. There is a yellow fever of literature spe-
cially adapted and prepared for the spread of shameless curiosi-
ty, incorrect information, and complacent idiocy among all
classes of the population. Persons who fall under the influence
of this pest become so triumphantly ignorant that they cannot
distinguish between news and knowledge. They develop a mor-
bid thirst for printed matter,and the more they read the less
they learn. They are fit soil for the bacteria of folly and fanati-
cism.

Now the men of thought,of cultivation,of reason,in the
community ought to be an antidote to these dangerous influ-
ences. Having been instructed in the lessons of history and sci-
ence and philosophy they are bound to contribute their knowl-
edge to the service of society. As a rule they are willing enough
to do this for pay,in the professions of law and medicine and
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teaching and divinity. What I plead for today is the wider,no-
bler, unpaid service which an educated man renders to society
simply by being thoughtful and by helping other men to think.

Think, in the second place, of the duty which men of
moral principle owe to society in regard to the evils which cor-
rupt and degrade it . Of the existence of these evils we need to
be reminded again and again,just because we are comparatively
clean and decent and upright people. Men who live an orderly
life are in great danger of doing nothing else. We wrap our
virtue up in little bags of respectability and keep it in the store-
house of a safe reputation. But if it is genuine virtue it is worthy
of a better purpose han that. It is fit,nay,it is designed and de-

manded ,to be used as salt,for the purifying of human life. -
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