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- Tiger

Is This Sport?

I shall never forget the first wild tgress I ever saw. It was
love at first sight®, .

As a learner forester. I had to spend at least 20 nights of
every month in the wild. One day I was on my way back to
! camp when I suddenly saw somefhihg running. I realised there
were two animals a’ little larger than dogs. 1 They had lines
across their skins.

A few steps further on. I saw the-half —eaten body of an
aninal. I realised I had' seen two young tigers: 1 decided to
climb a tree. and wait for them to return for their meal. For
an hour. mothing happenhed.

Then as the light began to disappear. ' I heard quick steps
on the dry leaves behind me. I turned my head. and saw a
golden body with black lines across it obviou{sly the mother of
the two young ones.

‘When nothing  happened after a couple of minutes. 1
moved my head very slowly. She ‘was right under my tree,

hardly a couple of metres below me. But clearly she had not

@® love at first sight — JL#fL



" picked up my smell.

My first wild tigress :

My heart beat faster, an . 1+ made a little anxious move-
ment — it produced a small sound from the metal part of my
belt. She looked up, jumped, and was off. Within a few days,
1 heard that she was shot, and the young ones were caught.

' During my studies at Forester College I got a clear under-

standing of the living conditions of India’s wildlife. Only as a
forester could I study nature under the sun and stars. And I
was able to live with tigers in the wild for days and nights con-
tinuously. Often we knew of each other’s presence, but proba-
bly even more often we did not.

I found an ancient camera in a little shop, and phOtogrzix-
phy became my main delight. When 1 had any money in my
pocket, I used to rush to he nearest shop for a film. My new
wife often had to forgive me wien money for the house found

“its, way to the camera shop. g

Thelast lecture at college was by the top forester, Mr M 1
Chaturvedi. During his life he had been a famous tiger hunter.

“Shoot your first tiger in your first year,” he told us.

1 was determined to do the right thing, so I borrowed a
gun. A tiger had killed a buffalo, so that night 1 decided to
wait for the tiger to return.

When 1 climbed up into a tree, above the dead buffalo.
the last rays of the sun were still lighting up the valley. In an
hour, it was dark, and I heard the evening bells from a distant

2



village. And minutes after the bells had died away® I heard
sounds from beneath me. ' )

The body of the buffalo was being pulled. then some ani-
mal began to eat. My companion was an experienced Forest
Guard. and now he pressed my arm. I aimed the big gun. And
as he switched on his torch. 1 fired.

With a deep—throated “Oonooh” the animal jumped into
the bushes. Birds called, and monkeys screamed. then after a
time there was silence. 1'shone my torch over the body of the
buffalo. It was not there. A low, throaty sound came from the

4 bushes —obviously the tiger had been hit.

A thousand thoughts flooded through my mind. Was this
courage. or murder in the dark? The picture of the tiger’s
beauty refused to leave my thoughts. And with every painful
sound from the bushes, my felings of guilt increased. I didn’t
sleep.

When the birds called, and sunlight lit the valley once
more. | saw the tiger. His legs were up. and his eyes were
open. It was difficult for me to wear a brave smile.

He seemed to look in my eyes. and ask the reason for his
He eath: “Is this sport. when all the urles are to your advan-
tage?”

I couuld not even tell myself he was a man — eater. or

even a cattle—killer. Full of guilt. T touched his body to beg his

- @D todicaway (R, FAH%) #HE, &5



pardon. @ ‘

Evenh today the scerie is fresh as that morning. And the
open eyes of that tiger have stayed in my mind all my life.

I have never repeated that murder. And to get over my
guilt. T have given my life’s work to the tiger.

@ to beg sb’s pardon K%, BAR, HK
4
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The Gold and the Black

An Indian tiger is 3 metres from the nose to the end of the -

tail. And it is almost one metre tall at the shoulder. But it is
not the only tiger.

The tigers that crossed over-to the Indonesian islands are

smaller than the Indian tiger. Malaysian tigers are hardly 2 %

metres long—iri India. an animal of this size would be a young

one.



In warmer climates. animals are usually smaller—it is easi-
er for them to get rid of @heat. So the Javan. Sumatran. and
Indo—Chinese tigers are smaller. '

But in a cold climate, a larger body and longer hair help to
keep the heat in. So the Siberian tiger is considerabl larger
than the Indian —almost 4 metres in length. (But it fails to@
change to“the colour of the snows in the long Siberian vinter.
Why? Its enemies surely see its colour and its black marikings
very easily. ) The chilnese tiger is smaller than the a Siberian.

Where did the tiger come from?1Its colour and pattern sug-
gest tall grasslands with some forests. It seems likely that the
tiger entered India form the north — west —certainly many of
the animals it hunts came from this direction.

What a beautiful skin ! But the colours and patterns are
not of course just L(‘)r our admiration. They help to hide the
tiger in different types of country: so that he can surprise the
animals he attacks. '

The broken lines up and down his body are of different
lengths and widths. They begin along the centre of the back.
and they end towards the under—side. On the legs.  the lines
go across the width. and tyey form rings round the tail. The
orange colour changes to light brown and white below the
body. ;

In grassland. lthe yellow of the body is lost among the dry

@ toget rid of 2%, WK, B
@ to fail to FK Ak
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grass. and the broken black lines look like the shadows of the
leaves. When the tiger is hiding under a bush. the lines look
like shadows of the bushes. ‘

In dry forests. he can hardly be seen against the brownish
— yellow leares and the shadow —pattern. Even when he is sit-
ting and cooling himself in water. the brigh sunlight tricks
your eye—you can easily mistake him for a rock in the river.

The tiger’s pattern and colouring can seem too obvious
when the animal is close. But in the jungle. he almost disaﬁ—

“pears. In the changing light and shade of the forest. every tiger
is a bush. and every bush is a tiger. Often I have seen a tiger
only when my elephant had almost stepped on it.

Even if you recognise the tiger’s shape. you can lose it a-
gain almost immediétely. As soon as you move your eyes. it will
be very difficult to discover this huge animal again—and it may
be sitting only 6 metres away fom you.

But the tiger hunts mostly in the dark. so what is the pur-
pose of his appearance? And who is his enemy, except for
man?

If it was easy to see him, the daytime animals woruld al-
ways give out warning and alarm calls, and he would get no
peace. ‘And' the black lines across the body break up@ the
tiger’s solid appearance during the last light of day — his main

hunting hours.

@ to break up Fi, fTH: i, HIF. &
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Looking and Listéning

The tiger lives alone. There are good reasons for this.
He could not see far in thick forest or woodland. So hunt-
ing in a group would not be successful.  The animals that the
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