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Chapter 1 Predeparture Planning
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Dreams have evolved, but the will to travel to this great nation is still deeply rooted in the
mind of many students, scholars and visitors. Since the beginning of the Twentieth century, they
have been setting off, full of hope. 50 stars, 50 nations from Atlantic to Pacific, magnificent
landscapes, major cities, each with a proper identity: New York, San Francisco, Los Angeles, New
Orleans... multinational enterprises, prestigious universities...the possibility to succeed more than
anywhere else...history, art, culture, and sports...These are a few of the myriad of reasons which
make the United States of America one of the ideal places to visit. This chapter provides some
information on entry into the United States (U.S.) for the purposes of education, tourism or
meetings/conferences to help make your experience in the United States the best it can be.

The more you prepare, the easier your transition will be, and the more you will profit from
your time in the United States.

Things to Consider Before Entering the United States

Before you visit the United States, it is a good idea to make sure that your passport is in order
and to research the visa requirements for your home country. Many times your country’s
Department of Foreign Affairs can-help you find everything you need to know concerning visa
requirements when visiting the U.S. In addition to this, it is recommended that you touch base with
the local American consulate or embassy in your home country to ensure that your passport and
visa are approved before visiting. Since September 11, 2001, the United States has intensified its
security screenings of all visitors and you can save yourself a fair amount of trouble by making sure

that your travel documents are in order prior to landing in the United States. Overall, you will find

OOQIn Search of Your Own America




EHER

that most Americans are a welcoming people and most American diplomats will try to help ensure
that your visit to their country is as pleasant as possible. All in all, you will find that many

Americans welcome visitors with open arms thanks to the country’s immigrant heritage.

) /j 1. Apply for a Visa

Generally, a citizen of a foreign country who
wishes to enter the United States must first obtain a
visa, either a nonimmigrant visa for temporary stay,

or an immigrant visa for permanent residence.

Student Visa
You must have a student visa to study in the
United States. Your course of study and the type of

"vuushltuui«suﬂxu<<««¢<<<« << _
‘G00584058BENN3 50501200502 16883GUZ01CR
school you plan to attend determine whether you need an F-1 visa or an M-1 visa.

1) F-1 Visa: Foreign students wishing to live in the U.S. for full-time studies at a university or
a higher education institution. The F-1 visa holder is not allowed to work during the first year.

2) M-1 visa: Students wishing to enroll for a technical or professional training; it allows an
extension of stay of one extra month for every 4 months of studies and a practical training for the
course delivered.

For short periods of recreational study, a Visitor (B) visa can be used enrollment in a short
recreational course of study; which is not for credit toward a degree or academic certificate, is

permitted on a visitor (B) visa.

Student Acceptance at a SEVP Approved School

Before you can apply at a U.S. Embassy or Consulate for an F-1 or M-1 student visa, you must
first apply to and be accepted by a SEVP approved school. Visit the Department of State
EducationUSA website to learn about educational opportunities for undergraduate and graduate
study, opportunities for scholars, admissions, and more. You can also visit the DHS Study in the
States school search page to search for SEVP-certified schools.

When you are accepted by the U.S. school you plan to attend, you will be enrolled in the
Student and Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS). You must pay the SEVIS 1-901 Fee.
The SEVIS registration does not guarantee any student visa approval. In case of refusal, the fees
are non-refundable. The U.S. school will provide you with a Form 1-20 to present to the consular
officer when you attend your visa interview. If your spouse and/or children intend to reside with
you in the United States while you study, they must obtain individual Form I-20s, but they do not
pay the SEVIS fee.

FHFRFRFERIOOO
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I-20

The Form I-20 (also known as the Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant (F-1) Student
Status-For Academic and Language Students) is a United States Department of Homeland Security,
specifically ICE and the Student and Exchange Visitor Program (SEVP), document issued by
SEVP-certified schools (colleges, universities, and vocational schools) that provides supporting
information on a student's F or M status. Since the introduction of the Student and Exchange Visitor
Information System (SEVIS) run by SEVP, the form also includes the student tracking number
(SEVIS ID number) and school code. The Form 1-20 is only for F-1, F-2, and M-1 statuses.

J-1 visa

U.S. Exchange Visitor (J) non-immigrant visas are for individuals approved to participate in
work and study based exchange visitor programs. The J-1 visa enables foreign nationals to visit the
United States in order to experience life in the U.S. Recipients of a J-1 visa can remain in the U.S.
for the duration of their program, plus may arrive 30 days prior and depart 30 days after.

Applying for a J-1 Visa: To take part in one of the J-1 visa programs, locate and contact a
designated sponsor. The designated sponsors supervise the application process and are the main
point of contact throughout the exchange program process. Contact the sponsors directly to take
part in one of the exchange programs.

Visitor Visa
Visitor visas are nonimmigrant visas for persons who want to enter the United States
temporarily for business (visa category B-1), tourism, pleasure or visiting (visa category B-2), or a
combination of both purposes (B-1/B-2).
Here are some examples of activities permitted with a visitor visa:
(1) Business (B-1)
® Consult with business associates.
® Attend a scientific, educational, professional, or business convention or conference.
®  Settle an estate.
® Negotiate a contract.
(2) Tourism and Visit (B-2)
® Tourism.
Vacation (holiday).
Visit with friends or relatives. .
Medical treatment.

Participation in social events hosted by fraternal, social, or service organizations.

Participation by amateurs in musical, sports, or similar events or contests, if not being paid for

participating.

OOOIn Search of Your Own America




® Enrollment in a short recreational course of study, not for credit toward a degree (for example,

a two-day cooking class while on vacation).

DS-2019

The Form DS-2019 or “Certificate of Eligibility for Exchange Visitor (J-1) Status” is the basic
document used in the administration of the exchange visitor program.

This form permits a prospective exchange visitor to seek an interview at a U.S. embassy or
consulate in order to obtain a J visa to enter the United States.

The Form DS-2019 identifies the exchange visitor and their designated sponsor and provides a
brief description of the exchange visitor’s program, including the start and end date, category of
exchange and an estimate of the cost of the exchange program.

Designated sponsors are authorized to issue this form to prospective exchange visitors they
have screened and selected for participation in the exchange visitor program. The information in
this form is completed by the sponsor prior to being given to the participant, who once given the
DS-2019, can apply at a U.S. embassy or consulate for the J-1 visa.

How to Apply
There are several steps to apply for a visa. The order of these steps and how you complete
them may vary at the U.S. Embassy or Consulate where you apply. Please consult the instructions

available on the embassy or consulate website where you intend to apply.

Complete the Online Visa Application Online

® Nonimmigrant Visa Abplication, Form DS-160—Learn more about completing the DS-160.
You must: 1) complete the online visa application and 2) print the application form
confirmation page to bring to your interview.

® Photo—You will upload your photo while completing the online Form DS-160. Your photo

must be in the format explained in the Photograph Requirements.

Schedule an Interview
While interviews are generally not required for applicants of certain ages outlined below,
consular officers have the discretion to require an interview of any applicant, regardless of age.

If you are age: Then an interview is:
13 and younger. Generally not required.
14-79. Required (some exceptions for renewals).
80 and older. Generally not required.

You must schedule an appointment for your visa interview, generally, at the U.S. Embassy or
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Consulate in the country where you live. You may schedule your interview at any U.S. Embassy or
Consulate, but be aware that it may be difficult to qualify for a visa outside of your place of
permanent residence.

Wait times for interview appointments vary by location, season, and visa category, so you

should apply for your visa early.

Prepare for Your Interview
The application fee for the most common nonimmigrant visa types is US$60. This includes tourist,

business, student, and exchange visas.

Gather Required Documentation

Gather and prepare the following required documents before your visa interview:

®  Passport valid for travel to the United States—Your passport must be valid for at least six
months beyond your period of stay in the United States (unless exempt by country-specific
agreements).

® Nonimmigrant Visa Application, Form DS-160 confirmation p'age.-

Application fee payment receipt, if you are required to pay before your interview.
® Photo—You will upload your photo while completing the online Form DS-160. If the photo
upload fails, you must bring one printed photo in the format explained in the Photograph

Requirements.
® Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant (F-1) Student Status-For Academic and Language

Students, Form 1-20A-B or Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant (M-1) Student Status

for Vocational Students, Form I-20M-N—Your school will send you a SEVIS-generated Form

1-20 once they have entered your information in the SEVIS database. You and your school

official must sign the Form 1-20. All students, their spouse and minor children if they intend to

reside in the United States with the student, must be registered in the Student and Exchange

Visitor System (SEVIS). Each person receives an individual Form I-20. Certificate of

Eligibility for Nonimmigrant (J-1) Exchange Visitor Status, Form DS-2019.
® Bank statements showing proof of required funds (edited in English).

Applying for a student visa can take time, so it is important to start the application process
early. If this is your first time applying for a student visa, an in-person interview may be required.
The summer months are the busiest months for student visa applications—keep this in mind when
you are applying.

Most Embassies and Consulates refuse to issue a student visa more than 120 days prior to your
course registration or start date. If you apply before then, your application will be held until the
appropriate time. It is okay to apply early, as this will give the Embassy or Consulate extra time to
work through special requirements.

OOCIn Search of Your Own America




EHXE

[} 2. Learn More About Your U.S. College

1) Continue checking your email every day: After informing you of the admissions decision,
the institution will keep contacting you via email, sending you notices on things like tuition deposit,
student dorms and how to register for classes.

Reading these emails carefully will help make sure you won’t miss any important information
about your U.S. College.

2) Pay special attention to the admission letter package: Normally, the original admission
letter will arrive in your mailbox with other documents, such as physical exam or vaccination forms
and an on-campus residence application.

Sometimes you will also receive a list of student organizations, a campus map or even a
brochure of the city or town surrounding the college. All these will help you get to know more
about your school and the area surrounding campus, so hold on to documents you receive.

3) Use the university’s online information tools: By now, you should have browsed your
college’s website many, many times. Be sure you have visited the webpage of the international
student office at your college. The staff there will provide the most firsthand information on how to
prepare.

Download their pre-arrival handbook, learn where the office is, find out who you should talk
to upon your arrival, see ways of transportation in the area and get information on how to find a
possible temporary homestay if you will be arriving in the U.S. before you can move into a student
residence hall. ,

4) Register for new student orientation: Some institutions have a separate orientation for
international students. Orientation is crucial for any new students arriving on campus. It provides
an early opportunity to engage students in learning and social experiences.

Make sure you have registered for a session before you get on the plane to the U.S. If you find
out your institution also offers a first-year student program, you don’t want to miss that either.

5) Try to talk to your future roommate or homestay family: It is important that you begin to
establish the friendship with your new roommate or temporary family before you meet in person.

Exchange life habits, hobbies or ideas in an informal way to see if you are actually a good fit.
It is more fun to learn about the area together.

6) Plan your arrival date: There are a few things you’ll want to consider when booking your
ticket to the U.S.—including how far in advance you’ll need to arrive.

You will have jet lag, and it normally takes a week to recover. You should leave some time in

between when you arrive and when you start college so you can start the year well rested.
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