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HISTORICAL BUILDINGS AT SOOCHOW UNIVERSITY

PROLOGUE

Suzhou, once the capital of the Wu Kingdom in the Spring and Autumn Period, is a city
with profound culture and a history of more than 2,500 years. Its reputation as “Paradise
on Earth” in China is well deserved. More than a century ago, Dongwu University was
founded as an institute of renowned modern higher education in China, becoming
the first institute with western style education in China. It was from these roots that
Soochow University evolved.

Just as the course of a mighty river is carved out and given form by all that has moved
through it, Soochow University is a product of many shaping events and continues to
change and reform with the passing of every day.

Over the past century, the shapers of this institute were and are the people who hold the
school near and dear to their hearts. The educators, the caring administrators and the
students and graduates all have guided the school through its various iterations from
Dongwu University, the nationally renowned Jiangsu Normal College and finally to its
21st Century form as Soochow University, one of the top 100 key universities in China.
With a long history, Tian Ci Zhuang campus of Soochow University has accumulated
a large number of buildings. These buildings have classical characteristics, Mingguo
style, and European features, forming a distinctive campus of Soochow University.
In May, 2013, campus (the former site of Dongwu University) was selected as being
representative of modern historical sites, was given state-level protection as part of the
7th batch of Cultural Heritage Sites.

In recognition of this great preservation achievement, the Department of Architecture
at Soochow University undertook a survey of the buildings at Soochow University and
is proud to present “Historical Buildings at Soochow University”, an album of exquisite
drawings and precious images, depicting the rich cultural heritage and traditions of
Soochow University over the past 100 years.

It is our fervent wish that Soochow University will continue to grow and prosper. We pass
on our love for our school to the next generation and trust its preservation in ydur hands.
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THE OLD GATE OF DONGWU UNIVERSITY

Years of construction:originally built in the early 1900’s, rebuilt in 1948
History: The Gate is north-facing. The original site of Dongwu University is
to the south of the gate where many of the most architecturally profound
buildings are still located today.

The original name, “Dongwu University”, was bestowed upon the school by
Mr. Weng Tonghe, a Confucian scholar and imperial tutor during the Qing Dynasty.
The old gate is of Baroque style. Its original name, “Unto a Full-Grown
Man”, was originally carved on the south facet of the Gate. It was later
changed to “Serve the People Wholeheartedly” after the founding of the
People’s Republic of China.

In 1935, a Chinese version of the school motto, “&XMIER,EFHSTEAN",
was carved to reflect the English motto “Unto a Full-Grown Man”, With
generous donations by the alumni of the class of 1928, the current Gate
was rebuilt in 1948.

The old gate of Dongwu University is symbolic of the architecture of Soochow
University and is probably the most photographed site on campus, serving as
a backdrop for photographs of the many visitors from all over the world.

It has three modern arches and it instantly stirs the memories of anyone
who was associated with the school, which played such a pivotal role in the
establishment of the Chinese post-secondary education system.

Through the arches of the gate, a visitor is guided to the most beautiful
scene on campus. The Clock Tower, The Jingzheng Building, Weige Hall,
and Zishi Hall all strike a note of awe for any visitor. It is like stepping into
an architectural exhibition of unique buildings found nowhere else in China.

RRAXERI AL E AWK F
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THE CLOCK TOWER BUILDING

Years of construction:1901-1903

Original name:Lin Tang(Allen Hall)

Original usage:library, auditorium, classroom, lab, offices of the Foreign
Language Department

Current name: The Clock Tower Building

Current usage:administration offices

History: The Clock Tower Building is the oldest building on campus. It was
originally named Lin Tang (Allen Hall), to commemorate Lin Yuezhi (Dr.
Young J Allen) who was one of the founders of the school.

The clock tower atop the building is in line with the axis of the campus and
has a big chiming clock built in which gives the Lin Tang building its current
English name, “The Clock Tower Building”.

When it was built, it was the largest western style building in Suzhou.

As a Methodist School, Dongwu University offered theology courses. Some
activities such as church services for teachers and students, as well as
sermons were often carried out here.

The Clock Tower Building is of grey brick with stone columns and ornaments
and the frame and window lintels are outlined with red brickwork.

The rose windows, the floral window lintels, and the clock tower are the
main architectural elements of the building, and clearly identify its origin as
a church school.

The clock tower itself stands straight and elegantly against the sky.

With pilasters and exterior aisles, the red and grey brick walls blend
harmoniously with the stone rims, giving the building a delicate and crisp tone.
The building is well proportioned in architectural design, handsome and elegant.
It has been and always will be the symbolic architecture of the university.
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