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Synopsis

With a total population of 280,000, the Naxi people are found
living in compact communities in Yunnan, Sichuan and Tibet. 70% of
them are living in Lijiang Naxi Autonomous County of Yunnan pro-
vince. The city of Lijiang was listed by the Chinese government as a
city of Historic and Cultural Fame in 1986, and in 1997, it was listed
by UNESCO as a World Cultural Heritage Site.

The Naxi boasts a long history. According to some Chinese litera-
ture, the ancestors of the Naxi were found living along the Jinshan
River, which divides Yunnan and Sichuan, about 2000 years ago.
Starting from the Yuan Dynasty in the 13th century, the Mu family
started to rule the Naxi area. This lasted for 22 generations or 470
years, during which Naxi society experienced rapid development in
both economy and culture.

This book features a comprehensive study of the various aspects of
the Naxi culture, including the history, language and writings, poli-
tics, economy, military affairs, science and technology, education,
religious beliefs, philosophy, astronomy, literature and art, folklore
and ethical values of the Naxi people. The book is the result of exten-
sive research by over 20 Naxi scholars over a span of nine years. It is
hoped that it will be a valuable source of information to those who wish

to learn more about the Naxi culture.
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