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The white-topped waves loomed high above Josh's
head. It was all he could do to stop himself crying out
in fear.

As the water crashed down, he turned his head
away. Into his ears hammered the sounds of a wave
pounding onto the yacht’s foredeck and fierce hissing
as the water sluiced over the side and back into the
seq.

Breathing heavily, he looked up. The yacht’s sails,
large and fat-bellied, were filled with the wind he could
hear howling around him. At his side, almost within
touching distance, the sea was rushing past.

Another wave crashed against the bow, then
another, sending spray high into the air. Josh could
almost taste the salt on his lips.

He peered ahead. The horizon was barely visible,
merging with the grey clouds. Looking this way and
that, there was no sign of land. He was alone, totally
alone, in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean.

- And then everything went dark.
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Portsmouth, England.

Sunday 2nd June, 2.40 p.m.

Taking off the Virtual Reality headset, Josh Allan
took a couple of seconds to adjust to the fact that
he wasn’t alone on a racing yacht but in a bed-
room with his two friends, Tamsyn Smith and
Rob Zanelli. He’d been watching a VR program
using Rob’s computer.

‘That was excellent,” said Josh. It was just like
being there!’

Rob grinned. ‘“Yeah, but wouldn’t you like to be
there for real, Josh? Sailing across the Atlantic on
your own?’

Josh shook his head, a shock of brown hair fly-
ing in all directions. ‘No way! A VR program is as
close as I want to get to the ocean.’

Tamsyn laughed. ‘For once, I agree with Josh
one hundred per cent! I like to feel the dry land
under my feet.’

‘Well, I'd love it,” Rob said. He leaned forward
to slip the sailing program CD-ROM from his
computer.

‘Did you say there was more on that?’ Tamsyn
asked, pointing to the disk in Rob’s hand.

“Yeah, a sort of guided tour of below deck at
the start. It's amazing how much you can’t see
from the outside. Those boats have everything,
y know.’

Tamsyn reached for the VR headset."Can I try it?’

~ Rob shook his head. “Not right now, I want to
log into the Net. I'm expecting some sea-mail!’

As he quit the VR program, Rob’s screen
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changed to show its home page. He double-
clicked the mouse on a globe icon.

‘I know I shouldn’t ask,” sighed Josh, ‘but why
did you say “sea-mail” instead of “e-mail”?’

Rob’s grin grew wider. ‘Josh, my man,” he said,

You're just gonna have to wait and see ...

They didn’t have long to wait. Moments later,
the screen display changed. Rob’s computer was
now connected to the world-wide network of
computers known as the Intermet. Up on the
screen flashed a start menu of choices.

NET NAVIGATOR
File Edit View Options Window Utilities Favelist Help

Arts

Business
Education
Entertainment
Health

News

Sciencg

Sports

Travel
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Rob had been an Internet user for some time.
After the car accident which had confined Rob to
a wheelchair, his parents hadn’t been prepared to
send him to an ordinary school. For a long time
he’d been taught at home, and his only way of
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making friends had been over the Net.

That was how he’d first got in touch with
Tamsyn and Josh, after their school joined the
Internet. Now that Rob went to Abbey School as
well, they met every day for real.

‘One waiting,” said Josh, pointing at the mess-
age on the bottom line. ‘Is that it?’

‘No, that's e-mail,” said Rob. ‘Sea-mail is some-
where else!’

He moved the mouse cursor across the screen
and clicked on the item marked ‘Sport’. Immedi-
ately another menu appeared, with a whole list of
sports, everything from ‘Athletics’ to Yachting’.
It was this last option that Rob homed in on.

‘Ahoy, shipmates!” cried Rob as he saw what he
was looking for. ‘It’s there!”

NET NAVIGATOR
Flle Edit View Options Window Utilities Favelist Help
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Welcome to STARBOARD,
the home page for the
world-wide web site
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He motioned to Tamsyn to take over the
mouse. ‘Try clicking on Competitors,” he said.

A list of names flashed up: the yachts taking
part in the race, their sponsors, and the yachts-
men and women who would be sailing them.

‘Either of you see a name you recognize?’ said
Rob, looking from Tamsyn to Josh.

They both scanned the list — and saw, in the
middle, what Rob was getting at.

GO GAMEZONE (Brad Stewart.
Sponsor: GAMEZONE LTD)

‘GAMEZONE?” said Tamsyn, wide-eyed.
GAMEZONE was the name of the computer
games company owned by Rob’s parents. “You
mean your parents are sponsoring a yacht in a
big race? I'm impressed!’

Rob nodded, clearly delighted. He picked up
the shiny CD-ROM. “Not any old yacht, Tamsyn.
The yacht on here. The one you've just been sail-
ing, Josh!”

“Yeah? Cool.

‘And you’ve been keeping it to yourself?’ said
Tamsyn.

‘Not quite,” said Rob, teasingly. ‘I've already
fired off notes to the others to tell them about it.’

He meant Tom, Lauren and Mitch, three
friends they’d all made over the Internet. Tom
lived in Australia, Lauren in Canada and Mitch.
in America.

‘But you didn’t tell us!” cried Tamsyn.
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