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Abstract Hoholt-Baotou-Yinchuan-Yulin economic zone is located in the hinterland
of Erdos basin in China. It is extremely rich in energy and mineral resources, with
one-third of the country’s coal reserves, 10% of the country's recoverable oil
reserves, and 37 % of the country’s proved reserves of natural gas. It is also rich in
wind, solar, biomass and other renewable energy. The rare earth, rock salt, iron,
copper and other mineral reserves of Hoholt-Baotou-Yinchuan-Yulin economic zone
are top-ranked in the nation too. This region is therefore China’s “energy golden
triangle” and “energy cornucopia”.

This book made a detailed and systematic study on economic transformation and
upgrading, and sustainable development of Hoholt-Baotou-Yinchuan-Yulin economic
zone from multiple dimensions, which included development basis, development
goals, and development measures. The whole book was divided into two parts;
Overview and Case Studies/Topics. The overview part presented a comprehensive
outline of the construction plan of the entire economic zone in terms of spatial layout,
industrial development, infrastructure, public service and other aspects. The topics
part did a detailed study on energy, ecology, water resources and other key topics,

providing theoretical support for overview part.



Sustainable development of resource-based region is a worldwide problem. The
purpose of this book is to take the initiative for the transformation and upgrading of
Hoholt-Baotou-Yinchuan-Yulin economic zone, to avoid falling into * resource
curse”, to achieve sustainable economic and social development, and to provide a
scientific basis and feasible path. The study of this book not only has important
practical significance for regional economic transition in the stage of resource
depletion. It also will be of great value in economic structure forward planning for a

region still in growth stage or maturity of resource exploitation.
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