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|Unit 1
I

What Are Your Reasons to
Become a Scientist or
Engineer?

" j Objectives

* Understand why scientists and engineers are fascinated about the academic fields they
pursue;

* Recount scientists’ experiences that have impressed you most;

* Share your experiences that have influenced your attitude toward science or engineering;

* Explain unfamiliar expressions and lexical chunks with the help of the context;

* Discuss why English is both easy and hard to learn;

* Get used to English spoken by native speakers at a normal speed;

* Note down the main points of short interviews;

* Imitate the pronunciation, intonation, stress, rhythm and other phonetic features of native
speakers of English.

Task 1: Familiarize yourselves with the following new words to prepare for reading Text L.
Their usages are shown in the example sentences on the right. Consult your

teacher if you find any sentences hard to understand.

Ry PR, BAK There was an acute shortage of scientists

acutely EBlZ b, KBl & ’

astronomy R F As a high school student, I had a strong interest in
astronomer RXFFR astronomy.

astronomical AL I dreamed of becoming an astronomer or a professor
astronautic FALE), AR in the Department of Aeronautics and Astronautics at
astronautics FALF MIT.

avidly B I pursued electronics avidly.

avidity el




L=

\ BTSUBASHESE A%

continued
bias e T i My early education biased me for sciences over arts.
be biased against efeee e A 480 L6

botany A4 F By age ten, I had a strong interest in astronomy,

botanic Hiahey, HAHFH botany, and electronics.

calling 8012 A worthy man’s calling in my family was to become
a scholar.

challenge BhEX, It simultaneously challenges one intellectually and

challenging A e 6Y physically.

chemicals wEAE I mixed chemicals in our third floor bathroom and

chemist FER wondered just how it was that I could produce such

chemistry 1 spectacular explosions with such ordinary stuff.

chore 4% I hope there was a better way to deal with the chore
of writing and reading research proposals.

congregate & Volcanoes tend to congregate in the South Pacific.

congregation £4

consistency HERH, —HK I wanted to be a mathematician for the sake of its

consistent —E consistency.

convert T The “uncertainty principle” converted me to science.

cultivate B, M5 This country has many outstanding scientists whose

a cultivated person | A f&FREGA interests in science began and was cultivated in our

cultivation iR, #H public schools.

decline Rik; WY Sadly, our public schools have declined drastically

declination 1%t £ in the past 25 years.

dedicated A A wRAAY 6 Talented and dedicated teachers aroused my interest

dedicate ik in science and math.

dedication Abk (K47 )

definitely R, FEH I definitely did not want to do any of the things that I
saw most people doing in Hattiesburg.

destiny g Can you be master of your own destiny?

devise &t The challenge of research lies in devising the
questions that are answerable but unpredictable.

drastically AR The cost of computers is drastically reduced.

drastic AL, AEAE

electrical appliances &, 5 I took electrical appliances apart and wanted to
know how they really worked.

elegance Ak, Hik The animals satisfied a sense of wonder by their

elegant Ak, FHIEY beauty and elegance.

elegantly S, HEH




