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On the Terminology of Tones
LI Xiaofan

Abstract The toneme nomenclature and tone value nomenclature are from the prospect of
synchronic while the four-tone-nomenclature is from both the synchronic and diachronic
prospects. The four-tone-nomenclature is widely used in Chinese dialectology for
comparative study both on dialects and on ancient and modern Chinese. Based on materials
of Chinese dialects, this paper gives careful consideration to the separation and integration
of the MC eight tones in modern dialects and their terminology.

Key words Tones, terminology of tones, the four-tone-nomenclature, yinyangdiao ( [HPH

W), quancidiao (=K ), shangxiadiao ( I i)
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