Poland-is overrun

September 1939: Hitler takes a

gamble that he can launch an attack

on Poland without triggering
another European conflict.

n 31 August 1939 Hitler ordered the

invasion of Poland. The following

day the UK and France demanded
the instant withdrawal of all German forces
and, in the face of the contemptuous silence

with which this was greeted in Berlin,

consulted on how best to implement their
promises to Poland. That they must be
implemented was unanimously agreed. but
how. when and where this would happen

were matters for lengthy discussion, and

The Blieg begis

indeed remainthe subject of
controversy. As i result of

the agreement an ultimatum
was sent - and ignored

At 1100 on 3 September

1939, British Prime Minister
Neville Chamberlain broadcast
the news that Britain was

now atwar with Germany

Luftwaffe in action

At (0445 on | September
bombers and fighters of the
Luftwaffe crossed the Polish

frontier and began their
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systematic destruction of the
Polish military infrastructure
I'he first Blitzkrieg had begun
Poland was an idealtheatre for
warfare. In addition to being fairly
flat, her frontiers were much too
long for them to be well defended
She was, moreover, flanked by her
enemy on both sides — East Prussia
to the north and the newly occupied
Czechoslovakia to the south - and
the most valuable areas of the
country lay between those flanks

Poland. in fact, protruded like :

tongue into hostile territory
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