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Preface

[ am immensely grateful to the Tan Lark Sye family and
other donors, the Association of Nanyang University Graduates,
and the Centre for Chinese Language and Culture of Nanyang
Technological University (NTU) and Lianhe Zaobao, Singapore
for selecting me as the 2011 Tan Lark Sye Visiting Professor.
[ truly enjoyed my visit to NTU in April 2011, during which I
met friends, colleagues, and students and had many intellectually
stimulating conversations with them while appreciating the
remarkable beauty and rich culture of Singapore and the
extraordinary hospitality of the people. I am particularly thankful
for Dr. Alan Chan, Dean of College of Humanities, Arts, and
Social Sciences, Dr. Liu Hong, Chair of School of Humanities
and Social Sciences, and Dr. Lee Guan Kin, Director of the Centre
for Chinese Language and Culture (CCLC), and the CCLC staff
for their instrumental support and assistance in making my visit
fun and fruitful.

When I visited NTU, I had the honor of giving two lectures
to the public, one on the current state of Chinese Americans
(in English) and the other on Chinese immigrant transnational
organizations in the United States (in Chinese). Both lectures,
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along with transcripts of the Q&A sessions, are included in
this publication. [ have also added a research paper (written in
English) that gives more detail about Chinese immigrant
transnational organizations and their effects on hostland
adaptation and homeland development.

Since 1 always aspire to make myself more open to my
readers, colleagues, and students included, I would like to share
with them a bit of my own personal growth so that they can see
me as one of them and understand why I think and do things
the way I do and why my perspective and worldview may be
different.

My friends, colleagues, and students often asked me
why and how I chose to enter the field of Sociology and later
Asian American Studies, and I would tell them that I did not
consciously make a choice for either one. My becoming an
American sociologist or Asian Americanist is rather accidental.
However, in retrospect, I think my unique childhood and
immigrant experiences, not merely accidental happenings, helped
me to grow from a naive foreign student to a mature scholar. '

[ was born and raised in Zhongshan, a city in south China. *
I am the oldest of three children in a family indoctrinated with

The paragraphs onward are rewritten based on my preface and epilogue in
The Accidental Sociologist in Asian American Studies (Los Angeles: UCLA
Asian American Studies Center Press, 2011).

=

Zhongshan is located in the southern part of the Pearl River Delta in
Guangdong Province, roughly halfway between Macau and Guangzhou. It is
commonly known to the outside world as the hometown of Dr. Sun Yat-sen,
commonly called the “Father of Modern China™ for his instrumental role in
overthrowing the Qing Dynasty in 1911. It used to be a small market town
and historically sent migrants overseas. Since the 1980s, it has grown into
a modern metropolis with a population of 2.5 million (including temporary
residents without hukou or household registration). attracting hundreds of
thousands of migrants from other parts of China.



