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Preface

Residence design is a very dillicult task. Designer needs to not only satisfy his own desire on design,

hut also satisfy the clients—Ilamily member's design. The clients have dilferent ages, personalities and
individual preferences, ete.. Unfortunately, a good design usually needs a consistent and clear theme,
<o that most of the award-winning residential projects are suitable for voung couples and singles for
those works have more stories and coherence.

The book is named Well-known House Life Aestheties. In fact, the delinition of the well-known
house is very vague. Does it a celebrities” house or a famous architect’s house? Does representative
celebrity know what is lile acestheties? Does the one able to live i the well-known house know lve
acstheties? T think life itsell is an art, one should know how to appreciate bheauty, enjoy beauty, and
praise beauty, then the gain of personal virtues and qualities means understand life acsthetics. Among
my works ol residential projects, the majority is designed lor well-tasted clients. Their common points
are that they have been under the study ol western education, and they traveled thousands ol miles
[rom an carly age, and have lots of knowledge accumulation. And they know how to lind their own
proper designer, and they show respeet to the design work. As a good designer, things that more
important than the design experience is the experience ol life. We shall pay more requirements on
our own life rather than the clients, and v (o live better than they live. Those experiences are not
necessarily realized through our own money, for many times we learn the experience [from dillerent
backgrounds™ clients. T have a pet phrase: "IC one has not once lived in the live-star hotel, one can not
design a fivesstar hotel.".

Design is actually a psychology, but it does not require to be theoretical. We should understand the
client's psvehology through constant listen and analysis: we should understand the problem and use
talent and exercised aesthetie to meet chient’s needs, which is a win-win good desigi.

I am recently on behall of Hong Kong Interior Design Association to attend “Last Gather"conversation
hold by Hong Kong, Japan, South Korea's Joint Design Association. During the activity, T saw the
dillerence on dillerent cultures in the design and the lade and changes under the change ol the
ceonomic system. Basically, different country has dillerent deliniion and cognition on "Tuxury”
and “simple’. Japanese simplicity mavbe seems lack ol vitality o the Koreans and Chinese people.
However. the Chinese luxury maybe too cluttered and lack ol humane to the Japanese. T remember
once in the exchange activity, alter the speech ol a Hong Kong  designer, a Japanese teacher said:
"Your design is really good, but I have a little lost, because from the work T saw China's rise and Japan's
retrogression in the decade. In the past, we were not need to consider the costs problenm.” T find the
same phenomenon in many clients. In many times, clients use the high price projects, but not base on
their own design requirements.

As a Hong Kong designer, I think Hong Kong is located at a mixed cultural center point. We have
a rich worldview which is our advantages. T personally do not like 1o discuss design trends, especially
in residential design. Because these are very personal things, these reflects a unique taste and need,
rather than pursuing the rend. T ean only say that my favorite traditional European design may slowly

be eliminated through change ol time and world view. In the past, we pursue the Furopean-style

residence as a luxury status svmbol, but not a true aesthetic taste. With China's booming, T believe
people will soon know how to pursue their own taste, rather than blindly chasing the trend.

Al texts are direetly tanslated from the Chinese version. Only the chinese text is originally written by
Wesley Liu.

Wesley Liu

Design Director

i =k

HKIDA (ITong Kong Interior Design Association) Excecutive Committee Member
Chairman ol APIDA (Asia Pacilic Interior Design Awards) 2013-2015

Chairman ol Fast Gathering Committee
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Designers: Chen Yi, Zhang Muchen

Project Area: 224 m’
Project Location: Wuhan, Hubei
Major Materials: Laurel silver gray stone, Wood floors,

Wallpaper, White paint
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