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Sisyphus’s Stone

Sisyphus, son of Aeolus, married Atlas’ s daughter
Merope, one of the Pleiades, and owned a fine herd of cattle
on the Isthmus of Corinth.

Near him lived Autolycus, who was a past master in

theft, Hermes having given him the power of __rgglg_m_cmeshg-
whatever beasts he stole, from horned to unhorned, or from

black to white, and contrariwise. - Thus, although Sisyphus
noticed that his own herds grew steadily smaller, while those
of autolycus increased, he was unable at first to convict him of
theft; and therefore, one day, engraved the inside of all his
helped himself as usual, ;i:t dawn hoof — prints along the
road provided Sisyphus with sufficient evidence to summon
neighbours in witness of the theft. He visited Autolycus’s sta-
ble, recognized his stolen beasts by their marked hooves and,
leaving his witnesses to remonstrate with the thief, hurried
around the house, entered by the portal, ‘and while the argu-
ment was in progress outside seduced Autolycus’s daughter
Anticleia, who bore him Odysseus.

After Zeus’s abduction of Aegina, her father the River—
god Asopus came to Corinth in search of her. Sisyphus knew
well what had happened to Aegina but would not reveal any-
thing unless Asopus undertook to supply the citadel of Corinth
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with a perennial spring. Asopus accordingly made the spring
Peirene rise behind Aphrodite’ s temple. Then Sisyphus told
him all he knew. .

Zeus, who had narrowly escaped Asopus’s vengeance, or-
dered his brother Hades to fetch Sisyphus down to Tartarus
and punisB’him everlastingly for his betrayal of divine secrets:
Yet Sisyphus would not be daunted: he c¢unningly put Hades
himself in handcuffs by persuading him to demonstrate their
use, and then quickly locking them. Thus Hades was kept a
prisoner in Sisyphus’s house for some days—an impossible sit-
uation, because nobody could die, even men who had been be-
headed or cut in pieces; until at last Ares, whose interests were
threatened, came hurrying up, set him free, and delivered
Sisyphus into his clutches. .

Sisyphus, however, kept another trick in reserve. Before
descending to Tartarus, he instructed his wife Merope not to
bury him; and, on reaching the Palace of Hades went straight
to Persephone, and told her that, as an unburied person, he
had no right to be there but should have been left on the far
side of the river Styx. ‘Let me return to the upper world,’ he
pleaded, ‘arrange for my burial, and avenge the neglect shown
me. 1 will be back within three days.’ Persephone was de-
ceived and granted his request; but as soon as Sisyphus fond
himself once again under the light of the sun, he repudiated his
promise to Persephone. Finally, Hermes was called upon to
hale him back by force.
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It may have been because he had betrayed Zeus’s secret,
or because he had always. lived by robbery and often murdered
unsuspecting travellers; at any rate, Sisybi’xus was given an ex-
emplary punishment. The Judges of the Dead showed him a
huge ‘block of stone and ordered him to roll it up the brow of a
hill and topple it down the farther slope. He has never yet suc-
ceeded in doing so. As soon as he has almost reached the sum-
mit, he is forced back by the weight of the shameless stone,
which bounces to the very bottom once more; where he weari-
ly retrieves it and must begin all over again." :
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Ungrateful Ixion

Ixion, the Lapith king, agreed to marry Dia, daughter of
Eioneus, promising rich bridal gifts and inviting Eioneus to ay
banquet; but had laid a pitfall in front of the palace, with a
great charcoal fire underneath, into which the unsuspecting
Eioneus fell and was burned.

Though the lesser gods thought this a heinous deed, and
refused to purify Ixion, Zeus, having behaved equally ill him-
self when in love, not only purified him but brought him to eat
at his table. :

Ixion was ungrateful, and planned to seduce Hera who,
he guessed, would be glad of a chance to revenge herself on
Zeus for his frequent unfaithfulness. Zeus, however, reading
Ixion’s intentions, shaped a cloud into a false Hera with whom
Ixion, being to far gone in drink to notice the deception, duly
took his pleasure. he was surprised in the act by Zeus, who or-
dered Hermes to scourge him mercilessly until he repeated the
words: ‘Benefactors deserve honour’ , and then bind him to a

fiery whell which rolled without cease through the sky.
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Achilles’ s Heel

Achilles now routed the Trojans and pursued them to-
wardsithe city, but his course, too, was run. Poseidon and
Apollo, pledged to punish certain insolent boasts that Achilles
had uttered over Hector’ s corpse, took counsel together.
Veiled with cloud and standing by the Scaean Gate, Apollo
sought out Paris in the thick of battle, turned his bow and
guided the fatal shaft. It struck the one vulnerable part of
Achilles” s body, the right heel (For Thetis his mother had
dipped him when an infant in the River Styx, which made ev-
ery part of him invulnerable except the heel by which she held
him. ), and he died in agony. But some say that Apollo, as-
suming the likeness of Paris, himself shot Achilles. A fierce
battle raged all day over the corpse. Great Ajax struck down
Glaucus, despoiled him of his armour, sent it back to the camp
and, despite a shower of darts, carried dead Achilles through
the midst of the enemy, Odysseus bringing up the rear.

According to another tradition, Achilles was the victim of
a plot. Achilles by chance had seen Polyxena, daughter of
King Priam, perhaps on occasion of the truce which was al-
lowed the Trojans for the burial of Hector. he was captivated
with her charms, and to win her in marriage agreed to use his
influence with the Greeks to grant peace to Troy. While in the

“temple of Apollo, negotiating the marriage, Paris discharged at
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him a poisoned arrow, which, guided by Apollo, wounded
Achilles in the heel, the only vulnerable part about him.
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‘ Ulysses Triumphed over
Polyphemus by Srategy

From Troy the returning vessels of Ulysses first made
land at Ismarus, city of the Ciconians.

After going through a few countries, they arrived at the
land of the Cyclopes. The Cyclopes were giants, who inhabited
an island of which they were the only possessors. The name

means “round eye,”

and these giants were so called because
they had but one eye, and that placed in the middle of the fore-
head. They dwelt in caves and fed on the wild productions of

the island and on what their flocks yielded. Ulysses left the

.. main body of his ships at anchor and, with one vessel, went to

the Cyclopes’ island to explore for supplies. He landed with his
' companions, carrying with them a jar of wine for a present;
and coming to a large cave, they entered it; and finding no one
within, examined its contents. They found it stored with the
riches of the flock, quantities of cheese, pails and bowls of
milk, lambs and kids in their pens, all in nice order. Presently
arrived the master of the cave, Polyphemus. he drove into the
cave the sheep and goats to be milked, and, entering, rolled to
the cave’s mouth an enormous rock, that twenty oxen could
not draw. Next he sat down and milked his ewes, preparing a
part for cheese and setting the rest aside for his customary
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drink. Then turning round his great eye,‘ he discerned the
strangers and growled out to them, demanding who they were
and where from. Ulysses replied most humbly, stating that
they were Greeks, from the great expedition that had lately
won so much glory in the conquest of Troy; that they were
now on their way home, and finished by imploring his hospi-
tality in the name of the gods. Polyphemus deigned no answer,
but reaching out his hand seized two of the Greeks, whom he
hurled against the side of the cave and dashed out their brains.
He proceeded to devour them with great relish and, having
made a hearty meal, stretched himself out on the floor to
sleep.

Next morning the giant seized two more of the Greeks and
despatched them in the same manner as their companions,
feasting on their flesh till no fragment was left. He then moved
away the rock from the door, drove out his flocks, and went ‘
out, carefully replacing the barrier after him. When he was
gone, Ulysses planned how he might take vengeance for his
murdered friends and effect his escape with his surviving com-
panions. He made his men prepare a massive bar of wood cut
by the Cyclops for a staff, which they found in the cave. They
sharpened the end of it, and seasoned it in the fire, and hid it
under the straw on the cavern floor. Then four of the boldest
were selected, with whom Ulysses joined himself as a fifth.
The Cyclops came home at evening, rolled away the stone, and
drove in his flocks as usual. After milking them and making
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