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ANCESTRY WORSHIP

A new approach to origin of Chinese culture

Abstract

All subjects in the field of academy aim to spur the present soci-
ety ahead of time. Why is it that archaeology can be exceptional?
China’ s archaeology stemmed from the recent development of her
culture. With the progress in this branch at home and abrogd, you
can see a contrast between the two cultures, eastern and western.
How did China’s culture come into shape? What is the difference in
culture between China and the rest of the countries? What is it that
influenced China’s culture? All these challenge the Chinese archaeol-
ogists to work harder. In spite of the answers by far — sighted re-
searchers that may enlighten you, this book offers some new hints
for discussion.

What is meant by national culture in the book is a holding of
hands of the three brothers: the conception of value, ideology and
cultural ideas identified by a group of people. Because of this, there
is a nationality, the one that differs from the rest of the nationalities
in the world.

When we say Chinese culture, we mean the three brothers
brought up in the history of China. Researches were made on it a

period later than Warrior Kingdoms. Yet earlier than that time no
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enough effort in studies had been spent on the source, content and
character of Chinese culture. The pre — history China is new to us.
How China started her days of civilization will not be discussed thor-
oughly until archaeology has been greatly developed on its territory.
Chinese archaeologists will go astray if they keep themselves away
from China’s history. Culture, nation, city, and nationality; what
did they mean in ancient China? That is the topic Chinese re-
searchers should spent time and energy on.

Here for you the following points have been ascertained;

a. Farming used to be a means of living in China from the New
Stone Age.

b. Changes could be seen in the society later in the New Stone
Age. At Lung — Shan Age bronzeware and stoneware were in use
brotherly. Then followed the Sandai: Hsia, Shang, Chou dynas-
ties.

c. In cultural traditions such as ritual vessels, temples, beliefs,
political systems and social organizations, no signs of critical differ-
ence were presented among the three dynasties.

To facilitate our research, the initial relics are divided into sev-
eral parts: tools, earthenwares, bronzewares, jadewares, settlement
buildings, tomb systems and writings. Of all of them a systematic
analysis will be made to see how they developed, what effect they
brought upon the society, what they were about and the ideology
and religious belief that prevailed then.

Tools: Stone — bone — shell — teeth wares played their part his-
torically from the New Stone Age down to the Sandai. Changes of
tools pushed the society little forward. What is it, you may guess,
that moved ancient China forward? It is man, and man alone. A

new idea brings about a new would!
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Earthenwares: They were used as daily necessities throughout
the New Stone Age. Later in the Age pottery ritual vessels were re-
quired in small quantities for religious activities paving the way for
the turning out of their descendent, the bronze ritual vessel. Gui,
widely spread in Lung — shan Age, was a model of various bronze
ritual vessels in the Sandai, during which the forefather, earthen-
wares, stepped down the stage with each passing day.

Jadewares: Chosen for ornamental purpose in the middle of the
New Stone Age, jadewares did their share for the loyal religious
prayers in their ceremony later in the Age. In Lung — shan Age the
beautiful wares passed their days in top prosperity. To use came a
series of vessels, for instance, Cong, Bi, Yue, Crown decorations,
and those in Liang — zhu culture were typical. Jadewares stood as
props on the table in a ceremony of worship. Their appearance in
various cultures in Lung — shan Age symbolized among them ‘com-
munication’, root of the ritual vessels necessary for religious purpose
in the Sandai. When bronzewares were on their historical shift on
the ceremonial occasions in that period, jadewares, sadly retired,
were rendered for enjoyment. The precious wares that weighed with
their masters, however, evidence the part they played in history.

Bronzewares; Presenting themselves as small objects in Lung —
shan Age, bronzewares developed and came to be a cultural sphere of
bronze ritual vessels, which be different from any of other ancient
cultures, expanded throughout the Sandai. Ideological, the new
wares suited religion and politics of the time. Because of the identity
in religious belief and political system within the sphere, there was
our nationality, Chinese nationality.

Settlement; Settlements built later in the New Stone Age signi-

fied kinship families and religious activities. By the Sandai the build-



4 PEREERHR

ings were graded in order. Castles and sites for religious sacrifice
were discovered in the days of Lung — shan. Capitals or vast settle-
ments played an important role in religious ceremony and political af-
fairs. Cities in ancient China were different from those in the west
in their early days where trading was carried out mainly. Now you
can be surprised by the sharp contrast: the slow growing of residen-
tial areas and the fast expanding of temples and palaces.

Tomb system: Kinship families lived and died together. Not
until Chou dynasty did small families pull themselves ahead. Social
grades were clear among kinship families alive and tombed. The
number of ritual vessels in one’ s tomb tells of his position and
wealth, or, to.be exact, the relationship between his ancestors and
himself. and the part he played in ancestry sacrifice. Men, typically
prisoners of war, not respected to build a beautiful world, were
killed in great number for religious sacrifice in the Sandai.

Oracle — bone inscriptions;: Proving the communications be-
tween God and man, and serving as a means for political matters, o-
racle — bone inscriptions, early writings in China, were closely con-
nected with religion in both ways, bone and inscription. Different
from the inscriptions in Chinese, however, ancient writings in the
west were records mainly for business. From both inscriptions, ora-
cle — bone and bronze vessel, you can learn how sacrifices were made
in ancient time. Ancestry worship was primarily a primitive religious
worship that passed down the Sandai.

What can you learn from the above? Two sharp contrasts; the
stagnant development of farm tools and the rapid growth of props for
religion and politics; the poverty of residential areas and folk tombs
and the extravagance of temples and palaces. Like *On contract’

that plays a top role among all things in the western countries nowa-
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days worship came to be an almighty power that took hold of every
soul in ancient China. Beliefs became the governors of men in their
early days.

Originating in birth worship probably, ancestry worship rooted
itself in ancient China thanks to kinship families socially and the sta-
ble farming along with public ownership of the land that fed the
families economically. Ancestry was overwhelmingly admired then
probably due to the increase of population.

How were nations formed? There are different answers, among
which is * Affairs of paramount importance for a nation are sacrifice
and war’, one of the sayings in ancient China. Ancestry worship
played an important role in China’s early nations.

There was a time later in the New Stone Age when a primitive
society of equality gave way to a graded one because of religious ac-
tivities as evidenced by archaeologists.

By the days of Lung — Shan when early nations were in shape,
facts prove, ancestry worship paved the way for a graded society
where power and wealth became two tigers. The belief that ances-
tors were above everything else in the Sandai came to be a generalis-
simo of his armies under him; the graded society, the formation of
nations, state power, wealth concentration, redistribution and con-
sumption. Nations in the Sandai were allies of the same belief, not
the centralized nations in later sense. It is the belief that caused wars
among them. The rise and fall of the belief were the rise and fall of
the nations in the Sandai.

When we are clear of what Chinese culture was about in its ear-
ly days, we begin to see that the two civilizations, eastern and west-
ern, are different from each other. Nations undeniably were symp-

tomatic of being civilized, for example, temples and ritual vessels in
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ancient China. Rising along the Yellow River in Lung Shan Age and
characterized in Hsia dynasty, China’s ancient civilization began to
be on her way to the countries around.

Worship and identity of ancestry are the essence of China’s na-
tionality. You can find this true both in the historical relics as
bronze vessels, jadewares, settlement buildings, writings, divina-
tion and in the fairy tales on everyone’s lips. The belief, ancestry
admiration, did not fade away until Warring Kingdoms owing to
changes in social organizations, economy and other reasons. The be-
lief, guiding spirit and backbone of China’s early culture, is deep in
the heart of her people traditionally and culturally governing them
how to think, how to behave and how to solve a problem. What sci-
ence and technology are about in the eyes of the Chinese is self — ex-
planatory.

Now that we are aware of how and where culture rooted and
grew in ancient China it will be possible for us, will it not, to make
interflows of culture between China and the rest of the countries in

the world for a modernized China.

Author: Xu Lianggao
Interpreter: Ning Wang
April 17, 1995
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