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Preface

5

IELTS Listening Handbook is written to help improve IELTS test takers’ test taking
skills. The writers of this book are Chinese and American teachers with many years of
experience in teaching IELTS. The book is compiled with IELTS Listening features, It
also features tips on how to prepare for the IELTS from IELTS examiner, Tim Cornwall.
Cornwall also gives expert advice on how to prepare mentally for the test.

CHERWT o B8 42) HERRT S oAbl S A5, i rb S SE RO S S5 B0 4 245
FRK, GRMENNEREAREMM. A F4E T HEEE Tim Cornwall %442
T LA FEME RN, LB AL T AR KRR EA — DR O
AN .

Chapter One features frequently asked questions and answers to assist test takers on
focusing on key test points. Chapter Two includes detailed description of high score strat-
egies to master corresponding test taking skills. Chapter Three includes Listening Tests
from Cambridge IELTS. It also categorizes vocabulary in three classifications: easily mis-
spelled, easily confused and high frequency IELTS vocabuléry. This chapter builds up
students’ ability to enhance their listening skills, Another point worthwhile mentioning
regarding this chapter is the part on cultural knowledge, which better prepares students
to have a deeper understanding of English speaking countries.

ABE—FXHERT A ATTVRREST T MEXNR, WS T L5 WY 6
B, REERN, BRRER A B oA TR KR g, # B
R R R B AT RN 5 = R4 E QAR e B 4 B R B b A S 0T O e A
R, XA G RANL . 5 IR R R A K @ R AT 4 28 YR, 5 B 25 A 418 e i
REUTNRES . SBEFHA — AR AR TE BSOS FORR R, Bh 2 A o 95
EEZESAE R T %,

Furthermore, this book features analysis and contents of jijing as well as a listening
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answer sheet in order to help test taker to be able to conquer this test.

B, BHERAE VT AL RN A R W SR, T EEAREEE, R
B H1%iK.

—Gu Xiangdong (a Consultant at the University of Cambridge ESOL Examinations
Department, sits on the Testing and Evaluation Committee at the China English Language
Education Association, a committee member for China International Language Testing

Association)

— SRR (BIFFRFEINEZXIBR , b EIE B 2108 & WL 5 P 5T
TWZERLMEE, PERESHFHREHES, HREFURKBES5)
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Basic Tips on How to Take IELTS

HBEBLEENEIRZEN

By IELTS Examiner Tim Cornwall
FEE % E Tim Cornwall

To prepare for the test

EEEER

Read lots of books [ K & 455

Watch educational TV programs WEZ B RHEMT H

Write extra homework assignments 2/ #1455

Review mistakes and try to correct [B]ii4EiR, 2R KIE

Learn more vocabulary 2% 58 Z1{#]j[

Learn to listen {3 £ Wt

Practice pronunciation ;> kK&

Practice speaking slowly %3] U815 %

Take chances—speak up JEHLL:, FRHEHLPELH Sk

10. Find ways to enjoy your studies—music, games...fRB|ZEZ2EM AR, WF K. Uf
XK

SERNCoRE 53 | SOl TSR 6D S

Day before the test

EEXB—X

1. Get some exercise ff—25iz 7))

2. Have some fun JF.0>#ZE 5T

3. Enjoy a great dinner Iz —1fi3ER

4., Watch some English TV & —83EB MY H
5. Go to bed early . & B



Morning of the test

MR E

Enjoy a good breakfast iz 548

Do not drink too much ANEIE KK
Wear your favorite clothes ¢85 %X A& IR
Arrive early 2 5.3|% 17

Go to the toilet before the test {22l fif

IR T e

During the Test
IR

Wi 41

1. Follow the instructions very carefully A B 5F4E /R

2. Listen carefully at all times M3k F| E#RIA BT

3. Answers come in the same order as the questions, so answer one-by-one [] BFI& & —
PERR AR H BRAY , Fir DA— 8 — RSt i

4. 1f you miss a question, do not worry {RUMRIE T —8l, AL

5. Write clearly and use abbreviations IN\EH5, 3 HHES

6. If you do not know the spelling, write what you can RUMEA HE Hi7/EAPE,
REBRITAER

7. Check spelling and vocabulary after the listening is finished W7 &5 5 Ko A F 5 Fialic

8. If you do not know an answer, guess RUIJRAFIEZESE, BERBHEAESE

9. Be careful before you change an answer B &R %E =&

10. Transfer answers quickly and carefully and then review again and again 5% £}

REPEER, WEML, ZFE—HAE

] 132

1. Decide which reading is easiest and do first B34 fay 2wk 2 MR 4
2. Take 20 minutes for each reading selections [E3E%&E3E2 &0/ HC 20 53-8
3. Read the questions carefully tA E 8

4, Read topic sentences to each paragraph first 5B H O] 256 52

5. Give the answers exactly as asked % I [a] 5 & 2

6. Check spelling as it is important ;& Hf5E , XIEHEE

7. Follow the word limits on answers % I8 [ & 7 EOk 28
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8. Make certain answers in the correct spaces &R B I IEMAIZSH&
9. If you change answers, be 100% certain before making any change /&Mt 2% =
10. If you do not know an answer, guess RUMRAHIEE SR, IMERHBAESE

Writing

B{E

1. Read both questions first &4 1 0] ER SE 5E— 348

2. Write enough words for both tasks Fi#r#BE 5 5 7%

3. Take 20 minutes (no more) to do Task 1 ZE5F—#orh (KZE) 1E 20 434

4, In Task 1, include an introduction in you own words 54—, B AN B4 E A
HERESHE

5. In Task 1, write an overview without using numbers 5% —&8 430, F5IRMESL B8 4] F
Nt Sy e

6. In Task 1, use numbers if it is a chart 55— mF, 0 5R 2 E Rt "

7. With Task 2 take 35 minutes (no more) E55 4 (Fk£) £ 35 404

8. With Task 2, answer all parts of the question (1, 2 or 3 parts) B4 346, Z[H
BB A VS (B 3 /NED

9. Use complex sentences, difficult words and paragraphs i F& 2414+ 5 XEBE ) 37]
LB

10. Review your work when finished 5 5116 2

Speaking

HiE

1. Pretend the interviewer is a favorite uncle 3% 3% B 2R 5 5K 1R

2. Speak slowly 1& #3518

3. Answer the question asked [Alf 4% 44

4, Use long answers f:%]

5. Give extra information HAL& M5 B

6. Answer the question “why” before it is asked ZE®A 7] “HHA”, FREATLLES)

[m] 2
7. Give answers to show your English ability 222 % RER B/ 9 FL1E K
8. If you need to, lie, the examiner won't know fF%3% bk Toth K HE



IELTS Beginner's Level Listening Tips

BITLDANAREES

= Q: What is the essential format of the IELTS listening test?
f): BT S XM AL L8 AR ?

A: IELTS listening test is 40 minutes long. Listening to actual recordings is roughly 30
minutes. Following, there is 10 minutes allotted for students to transfer their answers to
the answer sheet. The listening test is separated into four sections. Each section is made
up of 10 questions; the entire listening section is made up of 40 questions. Each section
gradually becomes more difficult than the previous one. Section 1 is usually a recording of
two people having a conversation. This section is a warm-up section and the contents and
questions are relatively simple. Section 2 is usually comprised of a monologue. The latter
two sections’ contents are related to education and therefore inherently entail academic
characteristics. Section 3 is comprised of a conversation of two to three people and they
are likely discussing items such as students’ performance in class, commonly encountered
problems, academic papers etcetera. Section 4 entails a monologue about academic topics
such as biology, linguistics etcetera.

B MR HERL 40 5350, Hep 30 M AA R RE, WREZ/FELE 10 opant
EEZEAEMNEEER. WHHERS R 4 8D, B0 H 10 S/MNEHM, A 40 4~
B, 4N RMEE RN, B—H8 (Section 1) —MREBAXE, BTHRE, WA
i) AR LL A T 8, S5 W4 (Section 2) WHBE—BME. FRNHS—BELTHE
INZE, BA—EREREE, 5= (Section 3) —MEME| =4 AZBIAXHE, AT
BB RIE R A A IR R, FrBRIMEE, FARRICEE, SRS (Section 4) &
—BRTHAREENME, AETRRREEYY . BE¥%.

Wr 189 E J5 VR R EAN R K -



<~ EREHATDRERE
Listening Section Official Standard Scoring

Score (Band) %5 Score (Actual) [F%%>
5 16
6 23
7 30
8 35

http: //www. chinaielts. org/guide/band _ descriptors _ introdction. shtml #

* (Q: What types of tasks and questions are asked on the IELTS listening test?
[f) « e ST o) 25 i A R B A W 2 7
A: According to Cambridge ESOL’s official website, there are the following six question
types on IELTS,
& WAESIH K Cambridge ESOL MFERE 77 My, WrhZ A LT 6 FiiRl .

IType One: Multiple choice
rit 5]

Choose Two Letters A-E

What TWO types of coursework are required each month on the part-time course?
a case study

an essay

a survey

a short report

= O 0w »

a study diary
(SIHrHE B 4 E A8 Cambridge IELTS 5, Test 1)

Type Two: Matching

B X
Which section of the university will help postgraduate students with their dissertations in
the following ways?
A the postgraduate’s own department or tutor

B library staff

; rwnmse,



BIT RS EE

C Another section of the university

Write the correct letter A, Bor C, next to questions 37-40.
37 training in specialised computer programs

38 advising on bibliography presentation

39 checking the draft of the dissertation

40 providing language support

(G M HE R 4 B Cambridge IELTS 5, Test 4)

Type Three: Plan/Map/Diagram Labelling
e /ERA
Label the map below.

Write the correct letter, A-H, next to questions 14-20.

14 trees

15 wider footpaths

16 coloured road surface

17 new sign

18 traffic lights

19 artwork

20 children’s playground

(S HF A 2 B8 Cambridge IELTS 8, Test 4)

Type Four: Form/Note/Table/Flow-chart/Summary Completion
TRABH
Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS AND /OR A NUMBER for each answer.



—  BRFHATIRERE

Modular Courses
Students study 26 during each module, A module takes 27 and the
work is very 28 . To get a Diploma each student has to study 29 and

then work on 30 in depth.

(87 B £ B8 Cambridge IELTS 5, Test 1)

Type Five: Sentence Completion
Itﬁ"ﬁ?ﬂ

Complete the sentences below.

Write NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS for each answer.

11 The next meeting of the soccer club will be in the in King’s Park on 2 July.
12 The first event is a

13 At the final dinner, players receive .
(SIHFHE B2 E i Cambridge IELTS 5, Test 4)

Type Six: Short-answer Questions
If’é‘ﬁ’éi@

Answer the questions below.

Write NO MORE THAN ONE WORD OR A NUMBER for each answer.

16 How much money did the charity receive when it won an award?
17 What is the charity currently hoping to buy?

(SIFFHE 2 B8 Cambridge IELTS 5, Test 2)

==

https://www. teachers. cambridgeesol. org/ ts/ exams/ academicandprofessional/ielts/ listening

¢ : Can we hear different English accents in the listening section?
) . R O 2 il v 22 Hh B O B SEiE g 7
A: The primary accents used in the four listening sections originate from English speaking
countries: English, American, Australian, New Zealand and Canadian. However,

more difficult accents such as Spanish, Indian and Japanese accents can be heard. This
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can be especially challenging, as most Chinese students are mostly used to hearing Ameri-
can and British accents,

People from different places around the world may possess particular characteristics
when speaking English. Specifically, when considering German and German speakers,
German and English words are close in spelling. Germans therefore often use German
pronunciation for cognates in English. For instance, when German speakers pronounce
the word “problem”, they use the German /r/ which has a slightly harder sound than the
English one. German speakers also have difficulty pronouncing the English /th/ sound.
Moreover, many unique features in consonant sounds may be heard while listening to Jap-
anese speakers speak English. In addition, Koreans quite often encounter difficulty in
sounding /f/ and replace it with/b/. For example, coffee may sound like “cobbee” or love
may sound like “lobu”. Lastly, Indian speakers also may possess unique intonation char-
acteristics when speaking English.

However, on the listening section, these varied accents generally are not strong.
Thus test takers are not severely affected by the particular pronunciation. As long as test
takers become used to the accents through listening to them regularly and building aware-
ness of particular characteristics, they should not become an obstacle,

% ENANEARRE S, RIEAZERARERR, . E, KE, WKL, #
P2, RS, MWATEEEF ., B, BASFOFMEE RS, XA %K
Wk —ERIMERE, R EZ A ZHREMN R LA AREE.

ok B i R & R FE ST T B A B SO & B AR . BAORUE, LIEEME
EAR B, REMESCHIRMIE SRR EREER, FrilEE A2 HEER R E 0k
YLSEIE . A Y EE AL “problem” XAMEIEY, A1 FATESC/r/ A&, WK H3E3C
)/ /AR, 55h, EEAERIGERRRMBMER L/ th/kE. X, HAEANE
B SCHIHR, REMEFN T LBRARG., B, shEARMER 8/, Fit/U/m
/b/MIRERE—E, HLNIEMIHE (coffee) PR “cobbee”, & (love) Wil “lobu”, %
J&, EREEAURIEE AR RA R B R .

EAEREEVT HE K, XEOFHAE, HEFEEASHILZBRRER, &4 F
B REZW R, RERE, HIPRRX SRR IGE RS HER, SIASH KKRE,

* Q: Is the listening part only played once?
B W H KA R R — g2
A: Yes. The listening part is only played once. Students should therefore become accus-

tomed to listening to the listening exercises once over and then answer questions.

A RN, U RERE R IR R R iR, REUI%AC

8
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& R — K Y1 B0 T 808

¢ Q: Are the IELTS listening section’s questions organized in succession?
[[): Wy A IO e

A: Yes. The IELTS listening section’s questions are organized in succession. In other
words, questions are prearranged in progression according to the order of the recording’s
contents. As long as students listen for questions in a consecutive order, they should not
miss anything,

B SRR, W RCGEAE IR, datRul, iR E M, %Rt T
REFREH RSMAITEAMHAR) . F4 ATFELIFH—E—ET T %, A
iR

* Q: When listening to the recording, is there enough time to read over all the questions?
6] : W Ay i i, FR 2 B[] 32 58 R A i 2

A: Even though the test is designed to provide ten minutes’ time for test takers to trans-
fer the answers to the answer sheet, time is rather tight. Many test takers may not be
able to complete all tasks or may transfer the wrong answer over to the answer sheet. On
this note, it is important to remind test takers that when every listening part has started,
there is an allotted brief period of “reading the instructions” time. This period of time is
used to explain the task to test takers. Many students use this period of time to take a
break. But it is key moments like this that must be taken advantage of. Unless your Eng-
lish has reached native speaker level, it is necessary to use the limited time systematically
and start reading over the following questions and take notes. This way, when comple-
ting tasks and writing in answers, you will be able to recognize key words easily and can
differentiate important information.
Z: MR AZFXBRAZEAEEL 10 28 RIEEER, BEKXNERREN. ARE
FHESRABRBAE, RERBERNOFEL. EXBRERBEREK, WHNEHI G
B, AR “BERET, RRNAR - RNE . AL A 58 S
SAT BT ORE, (EHSSHAR X — /DBt AR . BRIERA IR 255
BEERKFE, 70— BN Se A i (8] J 1 A9 R) 8, 78 SC 8 b fbnic, 775 m
Wy FE AU A R, RED b ARBISCHER, JFHERHEE SEH 4.

* Q: What should I do if I encounter something I don’t understand on the test?
). ikt BB AER N EAT?

A As test takers often are nervous or do not sufficiently prepare for the test, they might

< RBEONIOREEE

i ]



give up and not complete the entire test. Also, test takers may not understand previous
questions very well; and this therefore can affect questions later on. The fact is test tak-
ers that understand every question are few and far between. Most test takers vary as to
what they can or cannot understand. The latter is more common. When taking the test,
learn under what circumstances to give up on certain questions. If you hear the corre-
sponding contents on the recording to a particular question and cannot answer the ques-
tion, you may lose confidence during the test, which will affect questions later on. One
item that is worth emphasizing: when an answer is wrong, points will not be credited,
but will also not be deducted either. Thus it is important not to leave any questions
blank, even if your answer is completely incorrect.

% EWAZRMEE, B TFOMBERMEIARFEZHRE, FELW ST EBF
D, BATERATER , 50 T A 8 e TR A A R, L,
RETE 2Tl B A e T RO, HibE A2 2D P AENE, XRIEFERH.
FIAMBHMEE2E 25 g, BE N —E SRS M — %, RSB FELLK,
MR NER, A —SZRENRE, MRERERHT, HASENS, FFUREAR
Bk, S THENERBILEELT.

* Q: Are there any specific methods that test takers can apply to improve their listening
section scores?

] s AT DAHERE — 2 H AR 20 R B v B T ) i s 2
A TELTS test takers can try the following methods:

1) All test takers should acquire an IELTS listening section vocabulary book. The
vocabulary in the book should be reviewed regularly to ensure competence. It’s best to get
into a regimen of learning a set amount of new words on a daily basis. This way, withina
set period of time, test takers can guarantee they have acquired a certain amount of vocab-
ulary.

2) Practice dictation. In accordance with test takers’ varying competence, we rec-
ommend “Cambridge IELTS” and “Listen to This” for beginners, intermediate and
advanced learners. Specifically speaking, it’s best to do the listening practice once over
and see what you do and do not understand. Following, you should listen to the exercise
a second time. This time around, if your English level is not very high, you can pause
the recording after every sentence or two and write down everything you've just heard.
After you finish transcribing it, compare your transcript with the original one. Be sure to
take note of the items that you did not hear correctly. After comparing them, test takers

may notice which particular items are troublesome. For example, many test takers find

10
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charts depicting direction rather difficult; some test takers cannot overcome a recording
taken from a person with an accent; or test takers can be struck by not being familiar with
certain academic topics. Test takers should consolidate and analyze items they are not
familiar with and items that they don’t hear correctly. Through implementing the above
methods, you can accumulate a wider vocabulary, as well as cultivate the ability to pre-
dict following contents in conversations in the recording.

3) Become accustomed to listening to language in different registers. Specifically, in
a more casual setting, the speakers may use every day spoken language to articulate them-
selves; while in more formal settings, the speakers may use formal/written language., If
you watch American TV shows and listen to the news (such as BBC, CNN & ABC),
you will notice a large disparity between the two types of language used, casual and for-
mal. If you are familiar with the registers English speakers use, as soon as you hear the
first phrase, you will know immediately what scenario or settings the conversation is tak-
ing place in. Focusing on this item will help students have a more comprehensive grasp
and understanding of the listening section.

& BEREREFZANTATLAZKLL T LAk

Fi—, BOEBABEA AL TR EICH. BREmOWAHRCEREER.
RUFE—MEME TR, 2T RET W RiREcE. X, fE—E RN KEEEM
E ke (ulipaititiee

B, GANE, RAEZARIEEMOAR, REFEH (QIFHEER2SERE) M
“Listen to This” #]. H, BA=ERMNTE ., BIAEMBREIMNER, REHE—EH M
B, BHCREEZ V., 5 EITFRWE, MRIRIEERR N LS, HER—2Wa
Ehk, SHEEERRL. #EE, REERE. BERZRITARAEXME, FEC
BEWT RN 25y, WSS BRIy, M2 EEE 2RI E C R
HoJ5, FEHIA W78 A A A L R, A B AR A O SRR B ARG
B, AREEXNTERGEEARKAESE., M TAABALENTS, ZEECETESEH
k. FEHMUMBIE. SdL2RXMTEL%T, WiCRSA M, 3 H2R B
X IENERIRES .

B=, ABAFRE TG0 BARD, WMRRLBEBMIXE, WA
AR OERRE T MAERBREXNGE, REASEHERKPEIES. &
R B/RE G R, JEVTHE (0 BBC, CNN il ABC %), Xftb&&BAEERMIE
AIGEZBEIZER . THE T P95 AR E 8 3EE 2 BAE S AR, HmA—FRA
o SRESLZIAIWTRTE A9, X RBAEE AR XTHERRIT A 2 IR ARIAIR.
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