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THE PReFace

The Time At Suzhou Classical Gardens Meeting North
American Cities

As the symbolic icon, Suzhou Classical Gardens have always represented our traditional Chinese
culture. However, those North American cities which attract us in tourism, further study and
immigrant seems unable to meet Suzhou Classical Gardens. In another perspective, in the year of
1981, when the first garden built in New York Metropolitan Museum of Art which promoted
culture communication had catched the world's eye. Small as it was, the garden attempted to make
the culture encounter between West and East. Up to now there are many Suzhou Classical Gardens
in North American cities such as New York, Los Angeles, Portland, Orlando, Vancouver, and

Montreal, each of them shares us an interesting story behind it.

MingXuan (Ming Dynasty—style garden court) and Jixing Garden in New York

After the first garden, MingXuan built in museum, in 1988, a comparative larger garden named
Jixing was under construction in a botanical garden of Staten Island, south to Manhattan. MingXuan
is on the roof of the museum covering an area of 400 square meters and concentrated essence of the
Suzhou Classical gardens. At the beginning of Reform and Opening—up, the garden carried both
political and cultural significance of China. It took years to complete Jixing Garden, though, located
in a botanical garden, it gradually becomes the cultrue landmark of New York. The world's well

known architect [eoh—Ming Pei also went to visit the construction.

Lansu Garden in Portland
This garden seems to find a nice place for it own since Portland is not a metropolis like New York.
At the turn of the century in 2000, due to the friendship between Suzhou and Portland, the most

representative Suzhou Classical Garden of 3000 square meters was built.



Liufang Garden in Los Angeles
Eight years after Lansu Garden, another large garden was built in Los Angeles giving people an
Oriental Garden cultural experience with the adjacent Japanese Garden and adding another theme of

this city.

Yi Garden (Dr. Sun Yat—Sen's Park) in Vancouver

After Mingxuan, in 1986, the garden in memory of Sun Yat—Sen was built in China Town of
Vancouver. Although covering an area of 1300 square meters, Yi Garden was an ingenious design,
and gained International City Association Award. Although built in Northern America, it is more

associated with many Chinese immigrants to relief their homesickness.

Dream Lake Garden in Montreal

Located in a botanical garden of 2.5 acres in size, Dream lake is another garden due to the friendship
after Lansu Garden. Montreal is the city of art in Northern America, every autumn, there will be a
lantern festival that attract many local tourists. It is a great work of art overlooked from the Olympic

Tower.

Above are all the existing typical Suzhou Classical Gardens in Northern America, and you can refer
to the pictures of the book for further investigation. The authors believe that Suzhou Classical
Gardens work as an cultural carrier will be widely accepted by Northern America under the
promotion of Multiculturalism. In the global village, we are getting closer due to the Internet, it is

not strange to see various cultures encounter and integrate with each other.

Qing Lu
Kang Xu
Oct. 2014 in Suzhou
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