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Wanted ;' Friends for the Rhion! "
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PLACE .. The wil‘dvs of East Africa
PEﬁS()NS: You z;nd your éuide
Guide : Look at that big rhinot! Doesn’t‘he look like ;3 rnis.—

_take that nature made? His legs are too short for

1
sallf pi

You:Yes——atnzd.:‘h:_is hide seems to be too big for him. Tt
makes me think of an old rug thrown over his
bones. And those two horns make him look like a

creature from the past.

Guide: That’s what he is} He’s a leftover from early
times. His nearest relatives today are the horse
and the zebra. ‘The tapir, is a relative, too. You
know what a tapir is. It’s that big beast with a

long snout.

You:The rhino looks fat, lazy, dull and slow.



Guide: You’re wrong! He’s a nervous wreck ,with a nasty
temper. And he’s surprisingly fast. He charges
just about anything he sees. His hearing and sense
of smell are good,but his eyesight is dim. An ele-
phant or a buffalo can spot a man from far away
and move off. But a rhino can’t see anyone until he

is very close. Then trouble starts|
You:Has a rhino ever charged you?

Guide: Yes, several times. Once I found a rhino stuck in a
mudhole. I pulled him out with my truck. He paid
me back by charging the truck, wrecking the side
of it. Rhinos sometimes even charge trains. The

train always wins, of course.
You:Rhinos must have a terrible home life!

Guide: They live alone. If you ever see two that stay to-
gether, one is a calf. He drinks his mother’s milk
until he is about two years old. By the time he is
about five, he is fully grown. Then he goes off to
live by himself.

If two bulls meet, they may fight until one or



both are dead. But—a funny thing—this bad —
tempered animal is easy to tame. Once he is in a

pen, he will even learn to eat out of a keeper’s
hand.

, . You:Have you ever seen a pet rhino?

Guide:Yes. I've seen a rhino in a zoo roll over to have his
stomach scratched. The only danger is his size. He
is so big that if he leans against his keeper—well,
goodby, Mr. Keeper!

You:That rhino over there doesn’t seem to be doing any-

thing. He isn’t even eating.

Guide : He will rest all day, mostly in the shade. Most of
the time a rhino lies down to sleep. But sometimes
he sleeps standing up, with his head hanging

down.

Soon after sundown, he comes to life. Then
he spends several hours at a water ho le—almost
always the same one. I like to watch a rhino play
in the mud and then rub himself against trees and

rocks. It’s the only time he seems at all happy.



You should see a rhino eat! He bafges
through the brush like a bulldozer. His big lip tears
off leaves and buds,then sucks them in like a vacu-

um cleaner. He even eats thorns.

YOu:I should think that all other animals would leave the

'

rhino alone.

Guide: They do. Man is his only enemy. But man is e-
nhough! Fifty years ago, the black rhino was a
common sight in Africa. Today there are only .
about 15,000 left.

You: Why is the rhino hunted? Is it good to eat? Is it
killed for its hide?

Guide : It’s hunted mainly for one thing—its horns. Many
people in Asia believe that ground —up rhino horn
has magic powers. A horn can be sold in Asia for
several thousand dollars. So it’s big business to kill

rhinos for their horns.
You: Aren’t there laws against hunting them?

Guide: Yes,there are But the rhino isn’t safe even in the

big game parks. He is. hunted quietly with Poi-



soned arrows or spears. Or he is trapped with
wires fastened to a heavy log. Once he’s trapped,
he drags the log for miles. At last he is so tired he
drops. The hunters then chop off the horns and

leave the meat to rot.
You: How cruel!

Guide: Yes, it is a cruel death., And so is starving. Peo-
ple today are turning the rhino’s wild land into
farms. He will starve to death even if he is not

hunted by man.
You: Poor beast! he has’t a friend in the world, has he?

Guide: He has one friend—the little tickbird. The birds
ride on his back, picking ticks from. his hide.
When anything comes near him, the birds on his

back screech a warning.

You: But doesn’t that screeching help huntrers to find the
rhino?

Guide: I'm sorry to say, it does. A rhino isn’t very lov-
able, but I don’t want him killed.



You: The government could saveé many rhino if they were

kept in well —guarded parks.

Guide: That’s about the only hope'there is for this strange

creature.
You: It would be a shame for his kind to die out, as di-
nosaurs have done. From now on, count me as a

friend of the rhino.

Guide: Fine! But remember—stay out of his way |
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Whirlybirds at work

We were over' the Gulf of Mexico. From the helicopter,

9



we spotted a tower. Its steel body rose right out of the waves.

Joe Bolen, our pilot, slowed down to a crawl. He put us
over the tower. Then, like a sea bird, we dropped onto the lit-
tle landing field.

The tower is an oil rig, one of many in the Gulf. The rigs
are for pumping oil from the land below the water.

men work,eat and sleep on the rigs. They spend ten days
on the job, then return home for a rest. Helicopters carry
them back and forth. The trip would cost less by boat. Yet the
helicopters save money by making in one hour a trip that takes
11 hours by boat. _

Whirlybirds are more than just busee. They also give
speedy rescue service.

Once a hurricane damaged an oil rig so badly that it was
expected to go down. But Joe Bolen braved the dangerous high
winds to fly there:

He found the rig leaning over so far that he could not
land. But he held his copter against the deck of the rig while
the men climbed on. Without his daring rescue, they would
have been lost. No boat or plane coule have saved them in that

storm. o

Whirlybirds can go where nothing else can., They make it
possible to drill for oil even in thick jungles. :
A few years ago, oil men found a good place to drill in a
south American jungle. No roads led there. But whirlybirds
10



flew in some men to cut down trees. Then bulldozers were
flown in, piece by piece. Each piece dangled from a helicopter.

On the ground ,the pieces were put together. The bulldoz-
ers cleared land for a big camp. Helicopters flew in everything
needed at the work camp. Soon, drilling for oil was under
way !

Electric companies must often run power lines for miles
across mountain country. Helicopters help to get the lines up
fast. A whirlybird carries each tall tower to the base that has
been built for it. The tower is lowered carefully. Then it is
quickly bolted into the base. Not long ago, 46 towers were put
up in two and a half days!

After the towers are up, a copter flies over them., reeling
out wire. workmen thread the wire into slots m the tower
arms. _ ;

Whirlybirds are also used to put steeples on churches. In
the East, they carry ski—Ilift towers up mountains.

In the Northwest. helicopters work for lumber compa-
nies. Copters do jobs such as seeding new trees and putting out
small forest fires. To put out fires, the pilot uses a large bucket
of water at the end of a cable. Without landing, the pilot can

fill the bucket at any nearby stream.

On large ranches, copters have sirens for scaring out cattle
lost in the brush. “A copter can do the work of 16 cowboys,”
one rancher says. “And. it will never ask for a day off]”
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