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1. Language
The key points are: the definition of language, the design
features and the functions of language, the distinction between
human language and animal communication or other artificial
sign systems. Students should be able to identify and distinguish
different design features and functions of language and give
examples to clarify them.
2. Linguistics
(1) the definition of linguistics and the three major distinc-
tions of modern linguistics from the traditional grammar
(2) the 4 principles of linguistic study and brief explanations,
of them the 5 pairs of distinctions in linguistics and the
conceptual applications, differences and meanings in
pairs
(3) the major branches in general linguistics and the scope of
study respectively
(4) the major branches of macrolinguistics and applied
linguistics and the scope of study respectively

This chapter deals with two types of knowledge in this field
{2 | (the subject of the study: languages, and the branch of the study:

linguistics), including:

First, the definition of language: what language is, its
design features, origin and functions. Second, the definition of
linguistics: what linguistics is, the branches of internal linguistics
and external linguistics, as well as some major distinctions in
linguistics.

1. On Language

1) What Is Language?

Language is a system of arbitrary vocal symbols used
for human communication. The five important points in this
definition are: human, vocal, arbitrary, symbols, system.
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2) The Design Features of Language

The design features refer to the defining properties of human
language that tell the difference between human language and any
other systems of animal communication. They are:

(1) arbitrariness: Arbitrariness is the core feature of language,
which means that there is no logical connection between
meanings and sounds. Arbitrariness is a matter of degree.

(2) duality: Duality of structure refers to the fact that in all
languages so far investigated, one finds two levels of
structure or patterning. At the first, higher level, language
is analyzed in terms of combinations of meaningful units
(such as morphemes, words etc.); at the second, lower
level, it is seen as a sequence of segments which lack a
meaning in themselves, but which combine to form units
of meanings.

(3) productivity: Productivity refers to the feature one is able
to construct and understand an indefinitely large number
of sentences in his native language, including those that
one has never heard before. Productivity is contributed to
the duality and recursiveness of language.

(4) displacement: Displacement refers to the fact that one
can talk about things that are not present, as easily as he
does at present. In other words, one can refer to real and
unreal things, things in the past, at present, or in future.
The feature of displacement enables people to abstract or
generalize their ideas.

(5) cultural transmission: Language is not biologically
transmitted from generation to generation. The details of
the linguistic system must be learned by each speaker.

(6) interchangeability: Interchangeability means that any human
being can be both a producer and a receiver of messages.

3) Origin of Language

There are the bow-wow theory, pooh-pooh theory and “yo-
he-ho” theory and so on but up to now all the theories related to
the origin of language remain unestablished.

4) Eunctions of Language

(1) The informative function is regarded as the most
important function of language.

(2) The interpersonal function is the most important
sociological use of language by which people establish
and maintain their status in a society.

(3)The performative function is primarily to change the
social status of persons, as in marriage ceremonies, The
language used is quite formal and even ritualized.

(4)The emotive function changes the emotional status of
an audience for or against someone or something. It is
similar to expressive function but the latter can be totally
without any implication of communication to others.

(5) The phatic communion enables people to maintain a
comfortable relationship without involving any factual
content.

(6) The recreational function refers to the use of language for
the sheer joy of using it, such as a baby’s babbling or a
chanter’s chanting. '

(7) The metalingual function means that we use language to
talk about language.
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2. On Linguistics
1) What Is Linguistics?

Linguistics is the scientific study of language. It studies
not any particular language, but is based on the systematic
investigation of linguistic data, conducted with reference to
some general theory of language structure. The four principles
that make linguistics a science are exhaustiveness, consistency,
economy and objectivity.

2) Branches of Microlinguistics (Internal Linguistics)

There are at least six branches: phonetics (including
articulatory phonetics, auditory phonetics, and acoustic phonetics),
phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics and pragmatics.

3) Branches of Macrolinguistics (External Linguistics)

The branches of study which relate linguistics to the research
of other areas are macrolinguistics, such as, psycholinguistics,
sociolinguistics, anthropological linguistics, computational
linguistics, and so on.

4) Major Distinctions in Linguistics

(1) descriptive vs. prescriptive

(2) synchronic vs. diachronic

(3) langue vs. parole

(4) competence vs. performance

v EEms

A ' Define the following terms:

1) historical linguistics ( d 7F X 5

2010 & #FiXAL )

2) pragmatics ( & #RJF & K 5 2007 SFF #FX A )

3) emotive function of language ( v9)il X 5 2012 & #FiX 4 )

4) recreational function ( ¥l X 5 2013 4% &K 4 )

5) arbitrariness at the syntactic level ( b7 301l X 5 2009 4 #FX4 )
6) metalanguage ( b FAHHL K 5 2012 54 #FKH )

"3} | Multiple Choice:

Directions: /n each question there are four choices. Decide which one would be the best
answer to the question or to complete the sentence best.
1) The actual production and comprehension of the speech by speakers of a language is

(T H I EE SRR 2010 FFE AFXA )

called
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A. grammar rules B. competence
C. performance . D. language device
2) units are meaningless and units have distinct and identifiable
meaning. ( X ZFEE K F 2010 4 £ A4 )
A. Primary/secondary B. First/secondary
C. Minimal/secondary D. Secondary/primary
3) Idioms are products of of language. ( X &9 E 5 K 5 2010 4% XA )
A. conventionality B. arbitrariness C. creativity D. duality

4) “I can refer to Confucius even though he was dead 2,000 years ago.” This shows that
language has the design feature of (RASEERSF 2011 555K )
A. arbitrariness B. creativity C. duality D. displacement
5) Verbal dueling, the use of language for the sheer joy of using it, is mainly to do with the
function of language. ( KX K 5 2011 % #F X4 )
A. performative B. interpersonal C. informative D. recreational

6) It is generally agreed that linguistics should include at least five parameters, namely,

phonological, morphological, syntactic, semantic and (T FE S REFR
2013 4% BFiXAL )
A. social B. psychology C. cultural D. pragmatic

3 Word Completion:

Directions: Fill in the blanks with the most suitable words.

1) When language is used for establishing an atmosphere or maintaining social contact rather

than exchanging information or ideas, its function is function. ( b7 % =4 E
& F 1% 2010 54 BHXA )
2) is a property of language enabling people to talk about things remote either in

space or in time. ( X #4NE & K F 2010 5% HHX A4 )
3) The function refers to that language can be used to establish an atmosphere or
maintain social contact rather than for exchanging information or ideas. ( 6% % =4 H

&R 2012 £ E HFX A )

4) linguistics attempts to lay down rules of correctness as to how language should

be used while linguistics aims to discover and record what language is like and



