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Foreword

Professor En-fu Cheng, a famous Marxist economist and prominent theorist, one of
the main representatives of the contemporary Marxist economists, has considerable influ-
ence on intelligentsia at home and abroad. The “insistence, development and innova-
tion” of Marxism and its economics is his academic mission. He devoted to international
economics and related fields for the prosperity worldwide and people’ s well-being. In
terms of academic innovation, policy improvements, theory dissemination, and talent
cultivation, he has made outstanding contributions to socialist cause and Marxist theory
for China and the world.

During the past 40 years, Professor Cheng has been full of passion for his career
and he kept writing the thesis. This year is not only the fortieth year that Professor
Cheng devoted himself to studying and teaching, but also the 20-year anniversary of the
foundation of Shanghai School of Economics, that is also called the comprehensive
school of Neo-Marxist economics. This year, our committee invited some scholars to dis-
cuss and explicate Professor Cheng’ s academic thoughts; therefore we present the read-
ers the book Study on En-fu Cheng’s Academic Thought Editorial Board.

To insist, develop and innovate Marxist theory, it is of great necessity to get a good
grasp of Marxism-Leninism and its chinization. As early as in 1970, Chairman Mao put
forward that we should read and study conscientiously to get a good grasp of Marxism on
the Second Plenary Session of the 9th Central Committee. In 2014, General secretary Xi
Jinping put forward that we need to learn political economy well and then make full use
of it. They both actually shared the same spirit that we must truly understand Marxist
theory that keeps paces with time and widely spread in political and academic circles at
home and abroad, and then we can talk about scientific development, innovation and
application. There were a lot of people at every turn of the mouth talked about theories
such as “outdated Marxist theory” “Marxist theory is useless” and adhered to the West,
however, they had no qualification to make critique of Marxist theory if they didn’t read
Marxism theory systematically, let alone read over it. In Professor En-fu Cheng’ s opin-

ion, the key of Marxism lies in truly understanding and fully using, which enables Marx-
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ism create interaction between the Chinese and foreign political and academic fields,
scientifically explain and reform the world of all things. In fact, a group of distinguished
scholars of Marxism in our country have been able to put forward many theories and poli-
cies to promote China’ s socialist development and reform because they had been well-
trained by Marxist theory, hence they could make clear judgments of the world situation
and circumstances.

To insist, develop and innovate Marxist theory, it is of great necessity to insist the
right principles. Copinism is prevalent in Chinese society, especially in the economics
field. It has increasingly been recognized that Professor En-fu Cheng proposed the inno-
vative principles as“Chinese culture is the root with Marxism as the fundamental struc-
ture aided with modern Western ideology ; integrated innovation is cultivated by the na-
tional conditions and the world situation as a warning”. These principles not only em-
body the basic position of Marxism and its method, but also reflect the broadmindedness
and tolerance of absorbing all advanced achievements of ancient and modern human civi-
lization, eliminating blind copinism and simply one-sided borrowing. It emphasizes that
we should look for a source of theoretical innovation and explore the rules of thing devel-
opment from Chinese and foreign history, culture and reality. We have been increasing-
ly recognized the urgency and necessity of the establishment of China’s characteristics
social science system and academic discourse system with China’s economic and politi-
cal international status rising. Although Professor En-fu Cheng directly talked about the
innovative principles of Marxist economics, in fact it has important theoretical and prac-
tical significance for the main areas of innovation, such as social science, economic pol-
icies and institutional mechanisms.

To insist, develop and innovate Marxist theory, it is of great importance to begin
with the problems from the reality. During the process of evolution, doctrine and prob-
lem are mutually interactive. Mao Zedong once said, it could be some achievements that
should be praised if you can demonstrate one or two practical problems by using Marxist-
Leninist theory. The more you demonstrated, the more universal, the more deeply, the
greater you will be. “The Capital” is not simply the result of classical political economy
critique, but also the needs came from European labor movements. Theory comes from
practice and it serves practice. Professor En-fu Cheng had organized 11 domestic re-
nowned economists to make scientific critique about Professor Zhang Wuchang’ s neolib-
eral fallacy, which was not simply an academic debate, but actually an interpretation of
significant practical problems such as property rights reform and the socialist market e-

conomy after deep consideration.
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To insist, develop and innovate Marxist theory, it is of great significance to contin-
ue a comprehensive study. We learn the Marxist classics and writers who were outstand-
ing Marxist scholars with a sense of responsibility and mission (economists such as Ye-
fang Sun, Dixin Xu, Guoguang Liu, Qiyuan Xiang, Daisun Chen, Daiguang Hu, Tao
Song, Xinghua Wei, Yifeng Wu, Xincheng Zhou, Xunhua Zhang, Yuanpeng Hong,
En-fu Cheng, Hailiang Gu, etc. ). We learn in practice during the changing era to as-
sume the responsibility that the times given us—engaging in scholarship for people and
serving for socialism. This is our intention of editing and publishing Study on En-fu
Cheng’ s Academic Thought Editorial Board.

Study on En-fu Cheng’ s Academic Thought Editorial Board
editorial committee
April 2015
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