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Abstract

In recent years, Sino-Turkish relations have grown increasingly close. Sino-
Turkish trade, for instance, saw a sharp rise from MYM 4. 87 billion in 2005 to MYM
19 billion in 2012, a rise of 292. 09 percent. In 2005, 44077 Chinese citizens traveled
to Turkey, and this number rose to 114582 in 2012—a 159.96 percent increase.
Diplomatic meetings also reflect the growing importance of Sino-Turkish relations.
Highlights from the past five years include the 2009 meeting in China between Turkish
President Abdullah Giil and Chinese President Hu Jintao, Premier Wen Jiabao, and
Chair of the National People’s Congress Wu Bangguo; the 2010 trip of Li Changchun,
Member of the Standing Committee of the CPC Politburo, to Turkey to meet with Giil
and Prime Minister Erdogan; and the April 2012 visit of Erdogan in China, where he had
an audience with Hu, Wen, and Vice-Premier Xi Jinping,

These deepening relations have political implications. In the northwest Chinese
province of Xinjiang, a separatist movement calls for an independent “ East
Turkestan” for the Turkic peoples who live there, including the Muslim Uighur
people. Over 40000 Uigurs live in Turkey. In December 1992, the East Turkestan
National Conference was held in Istanbul, and the East Turkestan International
Union Committee was subsequently established. On July 5 2009, violence hit
Xinjiang and more than 150 people were killed. The event provoked intense
reactions from Turkey, such as Mr. Recep Tayyip Erdogan, then the Turkish Prime
Minister, described the July 5 riots in Urumgi of Xinjiang as “a kind of genocide” .
This in turn made China aware that Turkey is of great significance to China’s security
and stability.

Turkey’s growing importance for China can also be examined from other
perspectives.

Firstly, there exist great needs and potentials for cooperation in the economic
field between these two emerging economies. Turkey ranks as the 16th economy in

the world and, by December 2013, China has grown as the Turkey’s 3rd trade
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Abstract

partner ( right after Germany and Russia), 1lth export market and 2nd import
source. Since the 2008 global financial crisis, China has replaced America as the
biggest buyer of Turkish marble. Lucrative contracts have also been secured in
telecommunications and high-speed railway constructions by Huawei and China
Southern Locomotive and Rolling Stock Industry Group (CRS) . Against the very
background, the Sino-Turkish Forum is held to promote exchange and understanding
between two countries. Economic growth and mutual exchange come to the fore in
Sino-Turkish relations.

Secondly, the historic relations focus on the similarities between the two
countries. Located on the east and the west ends of the Asian continent, the Qing
(1644 —1911) and Ottoman (1301 —1922) Empires underwent a dramatic political
and social transformation in response to Western culture at the beginning of the 20th
century. Both tried simulating the West; in Turkey, Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk carried
out wholesale Westernization and launched a radical secularist campaign that abolished
the system of Shaykh al-Islam, revoked the Shariah, promoted the wearing of suits,
and prohibited the hijab. In the 1920s China, the May Fourth New Culture
Movement, with the slogan of “Down with Confucianism” , attempted to shake off
the fetters of traditionalism. For Chinese scholars, the religious turn in contemporary
Turkish society provides inspiration for research of traditional Chinese culture.

Thirdly, both Turkey and China were also affected by the Western concept of the
“nation” or “nation state” . Atatiirk was intent on building Turkey into a state in
accordance with strict notions of the Western ideal. Similarly, Chinese revolutionary
Sun Yat-sen had once tried to pursue almost the same goal. Today, both Turkey and
China are confronted with ethno-national identity issues that are often faced by
countries that have emulated the Western “nation” . Chinese academics are currently
taking up questions that concern whether Western theories are universal and if they can
be transplanted easily to other countries. As Turkey is often considered an example of
a successful national transformation patterned after the West, Chinese academics are
investigating how Turkish academics are handling theoretical questions related to this
transformation.

Fourthly, as the United States readjusts its strategic focus to the Asia “pivot”,
China launches the New Silk Road Strategy. This project will not only enhance

China’s cooperation with the vast energy and mineral-rich Central Asian countries,
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opening up a new, more secure energy transportation route for China’s sustainable
economic growth, but will create a new global market linking Central Asia, the
Middle East, and Europe, reducing China’s costs for transportation of its goods.
Meanwhile, the implementation of the project may revolutionize the imbalance
between eastern and western regions and urban and rural areas, develop a larger
domestic market for the products, and provide more impetus to China’s economy in
the future. With a more urbanized and developed vast western region and the
elimination of poverty, a more stable society there can be visioned, the sense of
national/state identity in the western minority regions, in turn, will also be
strengthened. Turkey is a vital part of this “Go Westward” project, and Chinese
academics are beginning to study its role in it.

The lure of Turkey for Chinese academics is the striking similarities between the
two nations’ development. But, up to the twenty-first century, there is little direct
contact between the two peoples. Both nations know each other primarily through a
third party. Turkey receives news and information about China from British or other
English media, and China knows Turkey also through international English news
agency. Now, both governments have committed to building direct communications
between them. Turkey’s “2012 Chinese Culture Year” and China’s “2013 Turkish
Culture Year” are good attempts. However, further mutual trust must be built
around more sophisticated mutual understanding.

Given the above-mentioned, the Center for Global Studies and the Center for
Turkish Studies in Shanghai University have integrated the resources at home and
abroad, together with Asia Research Center and Confucius Institute at Bogazici
University. We are currently engaged in writing a report on the annual development
of Turkey —the Turkey’s Development in 2014. The report consists of four parts;
Part I serves as an overview of Turkey’s politics, society and diplomacy in 2013 ; Part
IT elaborates on Turkey’s economic situation, political issues, drug problem, and
Kurdish problem, etc; Part [l focuses on the Turkey’s diplomacy concerning
Turkey’s diplomatic relations with the West, Turkey’s Middle East policy since the
Arab Spring, and Turkey’s pivot- to-Asia foreign policy, etc; Part IV deals with the
Sino-Turkish relations, mainly concerning the development in the humanities and
economic trade. Appendices are included at the end covering the 2013 Sino-Turkish

Relations Development and Chronicle of Events in Turkey.
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(D Nigar Goksel, “From the Desk of the Editor: Can Turkey Rebound to Achieve its 2023 Targets?”
Turkish Policy Quarterly, Vol. 12, No.2 (2013), pp.5 -13.

@ Simon Cameron-Moore and Daren Butler, “Special Report: Erdogan: The Strongest Man in Turkey,”
http: //www. reuters. com/ article/2011/08/08/us — turkey — erdogan — idUSTRE7773X420110808; Soner
Cagaptay, “From Ataturk to Erdogan, Reshaping Turkey,” The Washington Post, August 15, 2011.
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