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Text A Writing for Myself
Text B The Scholarship Jacket

Overvicw

Growing up is full of discoveries, not just about the world around us, but also
about ourselves, about our hidden strengths and weaknesses. We see this in
the opening story of this unit, where we find a student faced with what at first
sight seems a dull, routine piece of coursework. However, much to his surprise
it leads him to discover a hidden talent and what he wants to become in life.
The second text continues our theme, once again within a school setting. It tells
the story of a young girl discovering, not without some tears along the way, the
importance of strength of character, of standing up for what is right.

- . e, j;

o //
.2. Unit1 Growing Up ; 1 ¥ /



Part | Llistening Task

LISTENING PRACTICE

Listen to a song called Beautiful Boy. It is a lullaby (3% 1 # ) the famous British pop singer, John Lennon, sings for his

baby son. Enjoy yourself.

The following words in the recording may be new to you:

monster n. 4%

prayer n. #i%

Script for the recording:

Now listen to John Lennon' singing.
(Lyrics omitted here. For details, please refer to Appendix
I, p. 246.)

You’ve just heard John Lennon singing a lullaby
to his son Sean. A lullaby is a song we sing to help
babies to go to sleep. So he tells Sean “Close your eyes,
have no fear, your daddy’s here.” Then he looks into
the future. He sees his son setting out on life’s
adventure:

Out on the ocean sailing away
And he can hardly wait to see his son grow up, to reach
eighteen when he comes of age and celebrates becom-
ing an adult. But he knows they’ll both have to be
patient

"Cause it’s long way to go

A hard row to hoe

Growing up can be difficult. At times it can, as we
say, be “a hard row to hoe”. It’s a phrase we use to
describe any difficult task.

But if growing up is sometimes hard, it is also full
of surprises. Things happen when we least expect them:

Life is what happens to you

While you’re busy making other plans

I think you’ll find the stories you are going to read
in this unit show that John Lennon was right: grow-
ing up can be quite an adventure, full of the unexpected.

As for John Lennon, sadly he never did live to see
his son grow up and come of age, for John was shot
dead by a madman in New York while Sean was still
only five years old.

! John Lennon (1940 — 1980): First became famous as a singer and guitarist in the Beatles, a British rock group, writing many of their most successful hits.
Later he left the group, but continued to be popular as a singer and song writer.

Aifer Listening

Complete the following statements according to what you have heard.

1. In Lennon’s view, growing up means having *
what one has planned, but can be quite an adventure, full of

a long way to go ”; life is not always

surprises / the unexpected

2. “A hard row to hoe” is used in the song to describe growing up as a difficult process.

3. Sadly John Lennon

never did live / did not live

to see his son grow up; Lennon was killed

by a mad man

when his son was still only

five years old

-

Unit 1 Growing Up



