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DaL rice seed is desperately looking for a place to
get rid of the straw made of leftover rice stalks. A
carrot is accompanying him on his search.

The rice sighs. “You know, there used to be
so many houses built with straw, but
lately people prefer steel, concrete
and red bricks.”
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“yes,” comments the carrot, “but there are lots of
people interested in straw-bale houses.”

“Of course, and that’s great, but we produce
millions of tons of straw every year, and
there are not millions of straw-bale
houses. Even Japanese tatami mats
are losing favour.”
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“you’re right. But at least the Chinese use straw to
farm mushrooms.”

“They do have a culture of converting waste
into food. How else would they feed more
than a billion citizens?”
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“Bgice, have you heard that in Cairo, the capital of
Egypt, the humans are fiddling with your genes to
make rice with shorter stalks?”

“Why would you ever want to do that?”
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“Well, they used straw for construction, but it
wasn’t popular. They had so much piled up that
they decided to burn it.”

“Burn it?! When will humans finally learn that
burning is not a solution?”
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