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Unit 1
Disasters and Accidents
Section | Listen and Learn

Task 1 Comprehension Questions

Listen to the recording and answer the following questions.
(1) What is the passage about?

(2) What damage does it cause?

(3) Where does it happen?

(4)When does it happen?
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Eurasian — relating to, or coming from, Europe and Asia BRIV Y
landmass — a large continuous area of land, as opposed to seas or islands
PN
~smash — to collide violently; to crash iy, T :
plain — a level or almost level tract of country, esp. an extenswe treeless
region XFE
highland — relatively high ground &, & i
Monterey Bay — an inlet of the Pacific Ocean in western California (%
) SR
San Andreas Fault f maJor geological fault in California; runs from
San Diego to San Francisco; the source of serious earthquakes (3£ [H) &
ARG T2
seismology — the branch of geology concerned w1th the study of
earthquakes and seismic waves Hi 722 o
aftershock — one of a series of minor tremors occurring after the main
shock of an earthquake AX5%
USGS — United States Geological Survey 3 & i i #hi% /5
epicenter — the point on the Earth’s surface directly above the focus of an
| earthquake B J

sExercise Listen and fill in the blanks.

Complete the following chart about the earthquakes mentioned in the talk.

Name of ;
Rtk Location | Time | Magnitude | Casualty Damage Significance
arthquake
tha (1) i The earthquake is
: : on the | not not (2) and right
SElchlll:;ake China 2008 Richter mentioned | mentioned | beneath the land
scale and population area
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continued
Name of 2 s < ift
Location Time tude
Farthquake Magnif Casualty Damage Significance
the largest
the San earthquake
the Loma  |Francisco (3)___ | dozens ) ey Zotmoccm
Prita (224 i githe 1" of deaths;...\ dellars inbeyerpie the
Monterey Richter thousands | property great San F
Eethauke o scale of ifjuries. | dansge :
peoes Earthquake
the Great R the largest
San Kheons April not not not earthquake to occur
Francisco Fault (5) mentioned | mentioned | mentioned | on the San Andreas
Earthquake |= & Fault in history
more than earthquake is
the Kobe |5 6) not (7) not shallow and right
Quake o —— | mentioned | were mentioned | beneath the land
killed and population area

#') Task 3 Hurricane

3Exercise 1 Listen for the gist.

Listen to the recording and choose the best answer for the question.
What is the passage about?
A.What are hurricanes. B.Stages of hurricane development.

C.Hurricane safety rules. D.Tracking hurricanes.
QE'xercise 2 Listen for major points.

Listen again and fill in the blanks with the missing words about the stages of hurricane

development.
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The stages of hurricane development

[ rise & evaprate h ] spin around

winds spin faster
than (7) ___ miles
per hour

! winds spin faster
than (5) ____ miles
per hour

zExercise 8 Listen for specific information.

Listen and decide whether the following statements are true(T) or false( F).
_ (1) Hurricanes happen in the winter and spring.

_ (2)Hurricanes can flood rivers and roads.
_____(3)Hurricanes are smaller than tornadoes.

__ (4)Hurricanes always start on land.

_ (5)Hurricanes last more than a day.

___ (6)Warm water helps a hurricane keep going.

_ (7)) A weather radio can keep track of where a hurricane is.
__ (8)Hurricanes happen in different oceans around the world.

zExercise 4 Listen for language.

Listen to the recording again. Complete the description of the stages of hurricane

development. Write no more than THREE words in each blank.

In the summer and fall, the (1) water rises from the (2)
into the sky and makes (3) . As more water (4) from the
oceans, more thunderstorms can form. If they go for a few days, they might
start to (5) each other. The (6) rising into the thunderstorms
keeps them going and slowly spinning around each other. When air rises into
the sky, the pressure near the ground (7) and the thunderstorms are
still spinning together, we call it (8) ... If it gets stronger and the

winds spin faster than 39 miles per hour or 34 knots, we call it (9)
Tropical storms have more (10) and lower pressure. They make lots of
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rain and sometimes they (11) . Tropical storms grow if they stay over
warm ocean water. The more they grow, the lower the pressure falls, and the
stronger the winds blow around them. When the winds in the tropical storm
reach 74 miles per hour or 64 knots, it becomes (12) . When the winds
get stronger, the (13) inside a hurricane falls lower. Once a hurricane

starts, it can keep itself going as long as it has warm water to feed it.

N Task 4 Tragedies at Sea

aExercise 1 Comprehension questions.

Listen to a talk about the similarities and differences between the sinking of two great liners ,
the Titanic and the Andrea Doria. Then, choose the best answer for each question.
(1) What was the destination of the Titanic as it was sailing across the Atlantic?
A Ttaly B.England C.New York D.None of the above
(2) How were the Titanic and the Andrea Doria similar?
A.They were both luxury liners.
B.They were both crossing the Atlantic when they sank.
C.People believed that both ships were unsinkable.
D.All of the above.
(3) How were the Titanic and the Andrea Doria different?
A.The Titanic sank, but the Andrea Doria did not.
B.The Andrea Doria carried enough lifeboats for the people on the ship, but the
Titanic did not.
C.The Titanic had radar; however, the Andrea Doria did not.
D.The Andrea Doria carried passengers, but the Titanic did not.
(4) Dressing up as a woman to save your life is an example of which of the
following?
A Bravery. B.Heroism. C.Villainy. D.All of the above.
(5) What was different about the sinking of the Andrea Doria from the sinking of
the Titanic?
A.More people died on the Andrea Doria.
B.Fewer people died on the Andrea Doria.
C.About the same number of people died on both ships.
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D.None of the above.
:)Exercise 2 Comparison and contrast.

Listen to the talk again and complete the chart on the comparison and contrast of the Titanic
and the Andrea Doria.

The Titanic The Andrea Doria
Departure England o el
Destination (2) New York
What happened? sunk sunk
When? April 10, 1912 July 18, (3)
Stenflasities 1.transatlantic (4) ocean liner
2.acts of heroism and villainy
; (5) transatlantic
No. of voyages maiden voyage crossing
Cause of the disaster struck an iceberg él?l[)) ~— With another
5 lookout to see the
Safety precautions g (7) to warn of the
iceberg only moments R .
onboard helowe thashin steiek it approach of another ship
No. of people died more than 1,500 (8)
Differences
No. of survivors over 700 about (9)
more than enough for
’ every person, but only
Lifeboats on board half the number needed Ll visabi i iBiof o
(10) problem
another ship was able to
Extra help none rescue most of the
passengers and crew




